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I

take great pleasure, this evening,
in acknowledging and awarding six
outstanding individuals and two groups,
who have dedicated years of selfless service
to others in our community.
The nominations represent a wide range of
community service – from services to sport,
welfare, health, youth, recreation or the arts
– and the individuals and groups awarded
demonstrate the breadth of caring and
vibrancy in the community in which we live.
Civic Honours Awards are just a small way
Council can show its deep appreciation to
those who make such a big difference to
the lives of others. Without the nominations
we receive for these awards, Council would
be largely unaware of the activities these
people undertake. Therefore, we are as
grateful to the nominators as we are to the
award recipients.
It is ceremonies such as this which make
me feel proud to represent the District of Hastings as Mayor. I am frequently amazed by
the level of dedication members of our community are prepared to give to teach, support,
nurture or entertain those who need a leg up, encouragement or development.
To the award winners here tonight, I would like to say that your work is greatly valued and
appreciated by everyone you come into contact with through your voluntary service. The
ceremony this evening is a small token of our appreciation as you receive this honour from
Hastings District Council.
On behalf of the community, thank you.

ORDER OF CEREMONY
Arrival of His Worship Mayor of Hastings,
Lawrence Yule
Welcome by the Mayor
Karakia
Kaumatua: Mr Jerry Hapuku
Address to the recipients of Civic Honours Awards
His Worship the Mayor: Lawrence Yule
Guest of Honour speech
Ministry of Social Development Regional Director:
Annie Aranui
Presentation of individual awards
Presentation of group awards

Lawrence Yule
Mayor

Hastings District Council

Karakia
Kaumatua: Mr Jerry Hapuku
Refreshments
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ANTHONY D BONE
SPORT
Anthony (Tony) Bone has a great passion for
rowing, a sport he competed in with some success
during the 1960s and 1970s.
He joined Hawke’s Bay Rowing Club in 1960 and
has been there through some amazing times,
including the development of many hugely
successful international rowers. The club was
instrumental in guiding the early careers of world
and Olympic double sculls champions, Caroline
and Georgina Evers-Swindell and world junior
single sculls champion Emma Twigg.
Tony has shown passion and commitment to the
region during his working life and continued that
as he helped Hawke’s Bay Rowing Club reach new
heights.
Tony has also given a lifelong commitment to
providing job opportunities and helping people into
careers through his involvement with successful
Hawke’s Bay business, FL Bone & Son Ltd.
The company has been around for over 125 years
and, in that time, has endured many hardships as
the Hawke’s Bay economy has gone through good
and bad times.
Tony joined the company in 1957 and by 1980
was placing much of his focus onto developing
export markets, which has proved extremely
successful.

Hastings District Council
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DIANE HEALEY
HEALTH
Diane Healey has served Plunket in Hawke’s Bay
for the past 25 years.
In 2003, she was awarded an honorary life
membership of Plunket and, in so doing, became
the youngest person to achieve the distinction in
Hawke’s Bay.
During her long association with Plunket, Diane
has taken on many roles, from being treasurer of
a number of branches to coordinating the annual
street appeals in Havelock North [six years] and
Hawke’s Bay [five years].
Diane has shown an enormous amount of
dedication to all the challenges she has
undertaken and the thousands of dollars she has
helped raise through the appeals, has allowed
Plunket to continue its support of new mothers
and babies.
Diane is recognised for her outstanding devotion
and commitment to Plunket and is always helpful
and friendly, even when called upon to help with
problems at any time of day or night.
Her involvement with Plunket has ensured a
wonderful start to life for many young children in
Hastings District.

Hastings District Council
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KENNETH A KEYS
ARTS, CULTURE, YOUTH

Ken Keys is a colourful character who has given
long service to the Hawke’s Bay performing arts
sector.
Ken’s focus has been primarily on youth from
around the region who have demonstrated a
passion for drama and theatre.
In 1991, he set up the Hawke’s Bay Drama School
which subsequently became the National Youth
Drama School.
The school celebrated its 20 th anniversary in 2011
and has been successful in attracting students
and tutors from around the world, including
Australia, Pacific Islands, Britain and Canada.
In 2003, Ken began Hawke’s Bay Youth Theatre,
which has put on 39 productions at schools and
theatres around the region and, in 2006, took 12
young actors to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival.
He was Head of Drama at Havelock North High
School for 18 years, where he directed a number
of productions and took drama tours all over the
North Island.
Ken has also directed and performed regularly
in local theatre and opera productions and is
a regular participant in fundraising comedy
debates.
Ken never seeks the limelight and is always
prepared to go the extra mile for his students
as they embark on their career in the world of
performing arts.

Hastings District Council
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Arohanui Lawrence has become
servant to the community.

an

amazing

From establishing a community garden at her
marae, to providing food for the local kohanga
reo, Arohanui is seen as an inspiration by all who
come into contact with her.

AROHANUI H LAWRENCE
WELFARE

She has been instrumental in helping many
individuals, families and marae communities
establish and care for their gardens, a project
which has helped feed the community with fresh,
home-grown vegetables.
Arohanui is also involved in supporting youth by
developing ways they can help themselves, from
budgeting to being prepared to take care of their
families in the case of a natural disaster.
She is also passionate about preserving the
environment and has organised groups to plant
trees to prevent erosion on Havelock North hills
and pick up rubbish from Hawke’s Bay beaches.
From providing food for families to looking after
the future of the land, Arohanui is thought of as
a pounamu (taonga) by the wider community in
which she lives.

Hastings District Council
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DENNIS JAMES LONGHURST
WELFARE
Dennis Longhurst is the coordinator at Hastings
Foodbank, a role which entails being a gatherer, a
confidant and also the person who willingly takes
on tasks such as making up food parcels and
sorting out the staff roster.
Dennis took on a volunteer role over two years
ago but that has now grown to the point where it
takes between 30 to 40 hours each week.
One of Dennis’ many tasks is to make sure stock
levels at both the foodbank and storage shed are
at adequate levels, given the fluctuating nature
of providing food parcels for the needy. He can
often be seen on his mobility scooter transferring
food from storage to the foodbank.
Dennis also carries out interviews with clients
who are applying for food parcels to make sure
they are adequately catered for. It is a demanding
role, as many of the families are in desperate
need of assistance.
Dennis takes to his tasks with a cheery manner,
which the management of the foodbank believes
is instrumental in their receiving up to five pallets
of donations every six months from various
businesses.
Dennis has shown enormous dedication to what,
at times, can be a very difficult job, and it is to
his credit that Hastings Foodbank has developed
a strong reputation for dealing fairly with all
requests for food parcels.

Hastings District Council
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JILL TOBIN
ARTS, EDUCATION
Jill Tobin has been involved in singing for most
of her life.
She has developed a strong reputation as a vocal
coach and teacher and was one of the founding
members of New Zealand Singing School Trust,
which was established in Hawke’s Bay in 1978.
The charitable trust was set up to organise a
tertiary-level summer singing school which is still
the only one of its kind in Australasia.
Twenty-five very successful singing schools have
been held with Jill involved in most of them as
a trustee, while in 2011 she took on the role of
administrator of the school.
Jill has also been a long-serving member of
the Hawke’s Bay Institute of Registered Music
Teachers and administrated at the annual Young
Musician of the Year competition, where Hawke’s
Bay performers are challenged to achieve
excellence with their chosen instrument.
She has been involved in theatre as a chorus
mistress and musical director.
Jill Tobin is admired by many of the region’s
musicians whom she has helped reach their
potential through her professionalism and
commitment to excellence.

Hastings District Council
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THE FOLLIES
ARTS, RECREATION

The Follies is a group of 14 ladies who volunteer
their time and energy to provide fun and
entertainment to various organisations around
the region.
The group has been
for 30 years and,
changed over that
members have been

on the entertainment scene
while the membership has
period, six of the current
there since the start.

The Follies perform a one-hour show in senior
citizen clubs, rest homes and retirement villages
from Napier to Dannevirke. In 2010, the group
performed over 40 shows bringing its total
number of performances since its formation to
around 1200.
Members of The Follies include instrumentalists,
dancers, choreographers and comedians who are
expected to design and make their own stage
costumes and props.
Belonging to The Follies involves a large amount
of time away from families while at rehearsals,
planning the show or performing, and requires
members to be extremely dedicated to make
each show a memorable event.
The Follies is a unique group whose brand of fun
and entertainment helps light up the life of many
senior citizens around the region.

Group members 2011
Fleur Hannah (founder), Colleen Anderson, Jan Symes,
Diane Slagter, Jean Sharpe, Sylvia Kelsen, Jill Hui,
Glenys Kefalas, Margaret Hope, Chris Tennent,
Naomi Bone, Debbie Sudfelt, Avril Glen.
(Absent – Jenny Berntsen)

Hastings District Council
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The Hospice Holly Trail is a unique showcase
event held in and around the village of Havelock
North to raise funds for Cranford Hospice.
Held biennially in mid-November, ticketed patrons
visit several magnificent private homes and
gardens over three days; homes ranging from
large to small, historic to contemporary, and are
decorated by floral design teams, many with a
Christmas theme. One substantial property hosts
lunch and a large fête selling unique, stylish and
original products.

HOSPICE HOLLY TRAIL
HEALTH, WELFARE

2010 Committee from left:
Felicity Wilson, Maree Donaldson, Jeanie Jenkins, Joanne Smith, Sandra O’Sullivan,
Mel Harper, Debbie Nott, Claire Turner. (Absent – Joanna Newbigin) PHOTO SUPPLIED

The trail relies entirely on the goodwill and
generosity of home owners, hundreds of
volunteers and sponsorship from both private
and business sources.
The trail concept was launched by a small group
of philanthropic women in the year 2000 as a
fundraising event for Cranford. The sixth trail in
2010 raised $185,000 taking the total sum gifted
since its inception to $750,000.
Planning takes 20 months by the voluntary
committee and over 300 volunteers take up a
multitude of jobs during the three-day event.
Tickets sell out weeks prior and it is estimated
50 to 75 percent of patrons are visitors to the
region. This provides a major benefit for local
retailers, cafés, restaurants and accommodation
providers.
The Hospice Holly Trail has grown to become
a fixture on the Hawke’s Bay entertainment
calendar and, along with raising money, continues
to provide an exciting showcase of the Hastings
District.

Hastings District Council
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PHOTOGRAPHERS

EVA BRADLEY
Eva is one of Hawkes Bay’s leading photographers
and is a qualified member of the New Zealand
Institute of Professional Photography. Her
trademark style of candid, natural photography
with lashings of drama has made her a hit with
couples and families right across New Zealand.
To contact Eva about purchasing copies of the
photos of the 2011 Civic Honours recipients, phone
(06) 835 9746, email info@evabradley.co.nz
or visit www.evabradley.co.nz.

DUNCAN BROWN
Duncan has captured memories in Hawke’s Bay
for over 20 years. He takes pride in providing
a low-cost, professional service for weddings,
portraits, school events and commercial images.
To contact Duncan to purchase photos of tonight’s
ceremony, please phone (06) 878 2383, email
duncan@duncanbrownphotography.co.nz or visit
www.duncanbrownphotography.co.nz.
Photographs of the evening will also be available to
download from www.hastingsdc.govt.nz next week.

Hastings District Council

207 Lyndon Road East
Hastings 4122
Private Bag 9002
Hastings 4156
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz

TE KAUNIHERA O HERETAUNGA
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