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Free Running 
You can never eliminate a dog's urge to chase 
a moving object. Although your dog may 
have a friendly disposition, it is unreasonable 
to allow your dog to rush up to people or 
other dogs. 

Free running exercise should be limited to 
times only when it is considered safe and 
there are no other unfamiliar dogs in the 
immediate vicinity. 

When dogs approach each other there are 
numerous signals which communicate dominance 
and submission. We may not recognise or even 
understand many of these signals. However, where a display 

Confined on the Property 
You should, always ensure that your dog is either: 

(a) under the direct control of a person; or

(b) confined in such a manner that it cannot freely
leave the property.

You can never trust a dog to stay on the property - even 
when it appears to be in the same place it was when you left 
it. By nature dogs love to explore, friendly dogs follow the 

of dominance is not met by a response of 
submission there may be a confrontation. 

When a fight breaks out it is virtually 
impossible to determine which dog started it. It is 
unfair to blame one dog simply based on breed. If 
both dogs are free running then both dogs may be 
at fault. For this reason, enforcement action may 

be difficult to take against one dog owner and 
not the other. It is extremely dangerous to try 
and break up fighting dogs. 

Ensure that your dog is always in your sight and 
that you are always in a position to leash your dog 
immediately. 
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school children, some dogs like to chase cats. You can never 
eliminate the natural urge to roam. 

Ensure your dog is caged, or even better still, has an 
adequately secured area where it can run around freely. 
Ideally the dog should not be able to interfere with people 
entering your property, providing clear access to the door. 
Ensure the gate into the enclosure is spring loaded so that it 
closes automatically. Ensure that there is plenty of shade in 
the hot summer days and shelter from the rain. 


