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Opera House decision
It’s time to have your say

THE PLAZA; ROOF IT?

IT’S TIME TO
HORSE AROUND

WORLD CLASS HOCKEY

HASTINGS; HEAPS
HAPPENING

Upfront

The time to make a decision on the future of the Hawke’s Bay Opera
House has arrived.

I cannot overstress the importance of this decision, nor our
desire to have as many people involved in that decision as
possible.
As I’ve said before, council was very surprised at the extent
and cost of the work required to bring the opera house and
Municipal Buildings to a level that would best protect our
people should they be inside either of the buildings during a
sizeable earthquake.
However, after seeking a great deal of advice from
engineering experts, and having that advice peer reviewed,
we are left with dealing with what we have – two buildings
that require strengthening in order to be able to be used by
our community.
Work that has gone on over the last year leaves us with the
first main question that the community needs to answer.
Should we strengthen and save the opera house? Or bowl it
and potentially build a new facility?
It is no secret that council’s preferred option is to strengthen
and save the opera house – for many reasons. Not the
least of them is that it is the cheaper option. Building a new

facility will cost far more than strengthening the existing
building.
One of the most important reasons, however, is that it will
preserve a building that is a cornerstone of our heritage. Its
architecture, internal decoration and acoustics, I believe, will
be impossible to match in a new building.
There is also the issue that if the community decides it
wants to demolish and start again, that it is a listed Category
One Historic Building. That reflects the building’s historic
importance, not only to Hastings but to wider New Zealand.
We’re also asking if the plaza should be made weather-proof
with a permanent roof.
The outcome of these discussions may well impact on the
future of our other major historic building, the Municipal
Buildings, next door to the opera house. At this stage council
is recommending we take more time to find a definite use for
those buildings, as the cost of repair is not justified if he first
storey is going to remain largely underused. It is, however,
a beautiful building. We are asking what you think of this
strategy.

The issues with the opera
house and Municipal
Buildings have led us to look
more broadly at that quarter
of our city centre – including
the plans already on the
books for upgrading Civic
Square. We wanted to determine
the importance of our heritage buildings within the bigger
picture, and how they linked to the other elements of what is
becoming our city’s arts and leisure sector. The Independent
Working Group tasked with taking that broader look, feels
strongly that the opera house is the cornerstone. While it
has made suggestions for the development of Civic Square,
its recommendation is that the community re-look at the
plans for Civic Square once the building issues are resolved.
We now want to hear what you think. Please take the time to
think about the impact of these decisions, both now and into
the future, and give us your feedback.
Mayor Lawrence Yule

The opera house:
Decision time is here

Public discussion on what we should
do with our opera house is about
to be launched, with a range of
questions put together that mainly
focus on that building. The official
consultation starts on February 13.
While work over the last 10 months has focused
over the whole of the city’s growing leisure and
arts area, reaching from Civic Square to the
opera house, the decision has been made to
firstly concentrate on the opera house.
Projects involving the Municipal Buildings and/
or Civic Square will be brought back to residents
for separate consultation at a later date.
Council has $20 million in its budget for central
city projects. That money is already in council’s
budgets and will not take rate increases above
projected forecasts.
Until it was found in 2014 that the opera
house and Municipal Buildings required
strengthening, that money was earmarked for a
major refurbishment of Civic Square, attracting
a quality hotel development, and making some
improvements to the opera house.
The cost to strengthen the opera house to
75 per cent of new building rules (council’s
preferred option) is estimated at $11m.
With regard to the Municipal Buildings, council
advisors suggest that to justify spending the
best part of $7m on it, there needs to be a
better use for the building. Council agrees, and

recommends that more investigation be done
on how they could be used while still retaining
as much of the historic features as possible.
At this stage, the main questions people are
being asked are whether to fix the opera house,
or to demolish it and potentially build a new
entertainment facility.
A related question asks if people think council
should put a permanent roof over the adjacent
plaza – to make that an indoor space that can
be used in all weathers. The plaza is a popular
venue, however putting a fully enclosing roof
over the space and reconfiguring it as an indoor
space would mean even more use could be
made of it.
Each of the projects can stand alone – however
council is also asking for feedback on the
broader vision, Tihei Heretaunga, which looks
to build a “cultural heart” for Hastings. That
vision has been prepared by the Independent
Working Group, put together by council to
investigate options over all the central city
projects that were in the Long Term Plan
before the earthquake issue was uncovered.
It recommends strengthening the opera
house as a first step, but goes further into
making recommendations across the cultural
area. Depending on the feedback from this
consultation phase, any steps council considers
taking along that path will be put before the
public for further consultation before they are
committed to.

The main points

Council wants your views on the following:

• Strengthening the Opera House to a level of 70-75% of the National
Building Standards
• Permanently covering the Plaza area and making associated
improvements, subject to the plans making financial sense
• Undertaking more work to find a suitable use for the Municipal Building
before seeking community views on whether to go ahead
• Deferring further work on the Civic Square concept plan at this time
• We also want your views on the broader Tihei Heretaunga vision
• For everything you need to know see: growingourculturalheart.co.nz

The proposal is open for public consultation from
Saturday February 13 to Monday March 21, 2016.
• To view all information related to the proposal see:
growingourculturalheart.co.nz
To read a copy of the full statement of proposal:
• Call 871 500 and request a copy
• Visit a Hastings public library
• To make a submission see growingourculturalheart.co.nz or
myvoicemychoice.co.nz

For all the information you need see: growingourculturalheart.co.nz
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Our beautiful city is pumping
There is lots of music, our annual celebration of art deco, a
menu of art and library offerings, and of course Horse of the
Year and the International Festival of Hockey.
On the music front, the Summer in the Park concert series
in Cornwall Park is underway, with the New Zealand Singing
School next up on February 14, and then rock and rollers
Devil’s Elbow and Mock Cream in February 21. The Confetti
Trio, on February 28, is billed as “dynamic and sassy”.
There’s miles of room for the hundreds of gig-goers who turn
up to Summer in the Park, from 3pm to 5pm, and the vibe is
relaxed and friendly.
The wineries are packed with concerts, from the Sunday
Sessions at Te Awanga Estate, the next one on February 14,
and a wine reveal that comes complete with entertainment
at Sileni in Maraekakaho, on February 18, to Summer Sting,
at Trinity Hill Winery, on March 5.
In the city there is live music every week on Fridays and
Saturdays at Albert Square, from 11.30am to 1.30pm, until
the end of March.
Art Deco is huge in Hawke’s Bay, and there are five events in
Hastings between February 17 and 20.
Hawke’s Bay Historian Michael Fowler is leading daily tours
of Hastings over those four days, showing off the city’s

It is all on in Hastings over the next couple of
months, leaving us spoilt for choice on ways to
spend our spare time.

history. They will take about an hour and fifteen minutes
and showcase examples of art deco and Spanish Mission
architecture. The daily tour’s starting point is the Hastings
i-Site on Russell St. For times and tickets see:
www.iticket.co.nz.
An extra one-off tour by Mr Fowler will bring Napier visitors
to our fair city on a railcar trip on February 20. It will leave
Napier station at 9am after which there will be a tour of
the city and then morning tea and a screening of the movie
Grand Hotel at the refurbished Focal Point.
Madness at the Mall will be in the centre of the city, by the
clock tower, on February 18 from 9am; the perfect place to
buy authentic 1930s clothing to wear for attending art deco
functions across the region. Don that gear later in the day for
the art deco-themed night market, from 5pm in the central
city, where there will be live entertainment to enjoy and shiny
vintage cars to inspect.
For art lovers, Hastings City Art Gallery has just installed two
magnificent exhibitions, Settlement and Waitangi Wahine,
installed to coincide with the 176th anniversary of the
signing of the Treaty of Waitangi. And the district libraries
has an ever-evolving, ever-expanding range of activities to
keep anyone and everyone amused.

Dressing for the oc
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Get horsing around
One of the biggest weekends in
Hastings annual calendar is just weeks
away – and a year’s planning to make
the extravaganza come together is
almost over.

Hockey festival
world class

Farmlands Horse of the Year is all about the
enjoyment of horses with something for everyone;
from those truly embedded in the sport, to those
who take the opportunity to see some world class
action in their own backyard – everything from tiny
children’s ponies to the tall imported warmbloods
who will star in the dressage arena, and events from
mounted games to international level dressage and
show jumping.
Outside of the top level competition, there is also
the on-site entertainment, including a wine-village,
hospitality tents, the 150-strong ‘shopping village’
and, of course, HOY in the City Showcase held in Civic
Square in Hastings two days before Horse of the Year
kicks off, on February 28, from 1pm to 4pm.
HOY in the City is Hastings own celebration of the
magic that Horse of the Year brings to our district.
This year, right in Civic Square, people will be able to
get ‘up close and personal’ with the friendly horses
from Hastings’ Leg Up Trust, relax to some great
music, and then see some excellent equestrian
action in a 32 metre by 24 metre riding ring set up
in the square.
Horse of the Year has long been regarded as
the largest equestrian event in the southern
hemisphere. This year it is expected to host 1400
competitors and their 1800 horses, looked after by
more than 400 volunteers, watched by more than
50,000 spectators.
Within New Zealand, horses come from as far afield
as Northland and Southland.

New Zealand in action at last year’s Festival of Hockey

Horses will be in the city
on Feb

ruary 28

the Saturday of show week. Clarke Johnstone, one of
three riders at the show aiming for the Rio Olympics
this year, will be aiming to take out the three day
event. The other two tilting for Rio are dressage riders
Julie Brougham and John Thompson.
As the Cross Country kicks off, all other action stops
as the event takes over the whole grounds. For the
average punter, it is the best chance to be really
close to flat-out horse action.
Always popular is the Friday Night Extravaganza,
which this year features the Silver Fern Stakes
Show Jumping as well as showcase of all things
equestrian, from free riding to mounted games.
The 2016 show is being held two weeks earlier than
in past years, with organisers saying that would
encourage more Australian riders as it avoided a
clash with Sydney’s Royal Easter Show.

The Olympic Cup is the pinnacle event with a top
prize of $40,000.

In the lead up to Christmas, event director Dave
Mee, of SMC Events, was very excited at the number
of big names in the horse world heading ‘down
under’ for the show.

Top names locals will recognise include Katie Laurie
(nee McVean) and Hawke’s Bay’s own Maurice
Beatson, both back this year, as well as James
Arkins (Australia), Vicki Wilson (Northland) and
Julie Brougham (Palmerston North) who is back to
defend her title.

Among them will be internationally renowned
German course designer Werner Deeg who will
set the main show jumping course, while his
countryman, Gotthilf
Riexinger, will judge the
premier dressage classes.

Always popular with the crowds is the Cross Country,
part of the three day eventing competition, held on

For ticket information
see: hoy.kiwi

COUNCILLOR MALCOLM DIXON

COUNCILLOR MICK LESTER

COUNCILLOR ROD HEAPS

COUNCILLOR SANDRA HAZLEHURST

Close to double the number of teams are fronting up
for this year’s Hawke’s Bay Festival of Hockey in April,
promising heaps of top-line action on the Hawke’s Bay
Regional Sports Park.
The 42 teams (up from 25 last year) will play in four tournaments that
make up the festival, including the top tier international Hawke’s Bay
Cup. The teams playing in the cup have been announced: Australia
(world ranking 3); Black Sticks (4); China (5); Korea (9); Japan (10); India
(13); Ireland (15); Canada (19).
Thirty world class officials will head to Hastings to take charge of
matches to hone their skills, encouraged by the world Hockey controlling
body, Switzerland-based FIH, which has recognised the high standard of
the festival.
The number of tournaments is also up on last year, with addition of the
Oceania round 1 of the FIH World League. The Affiliates Tournament has
grown to 14 teams and the school girls’ Furnware Cup will again include
eight teams from around the North Island.
The Hawke’s Bay Cup has become the preeminent women’s invitational
Hockey tournament in the world, says Hawke’s Bay Sports Events and
Education Consortium’s (HBSEEC) Bruce Mactaggart.
“A stellar line-up of women’s teams will again compete in this prestigious
tournament. We are delighted that six of the eight teams that will come to
Hawke’s Bay have qualified for the Rio Olympics. Completing this year’s
line-up will be first timers at this tournament, Ireland and Canada.”
Tournament director David Nancarrow is excited about the continuing
growth of the festival. “It is extremely gratifying that, in this Olympic year,
Hawke’s Bay has won the bid to hold the Oceania round of the World
League 1. This was secured following a competitive bidding process
with Cairns and Port Moresby who were extremely keen to host the
tournament,” he said.
“The World League 1 will add another dimension, and extra colour and
flavour to the festival. It is likely that six men’s and six women’s teams
from throughout Oceania will be in Hawke’s Bay to take part in this
international competition.”
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What’s on in February
What’s on at Hastings
District Libraries
www.hastingslibraries.co.nz

EVERY WEDNESDAY
Clan of Coders club, 4pm - 5pm
Learn coding skills by playing a computer game! Join
the CLAN OF CODERS CLUB at hastingslibraries.
co.nz and then participate anytime online from home
or come along to real time sessions at the Flaxmere
Library.
9 FEBRUARY
Dr Deva Khalsa
Holistic Health for Pets – what’s it all about?
Dr Deva Khalsa is a Holistic Veterinarian who
practices internationally and the bestselling author
of a number of ‘pet bibles’ and loves sharing her
knowledge with the public. Free presentation at the
Hastings Library, Tuesday 9 February, 6.30pm.
15-18 FEBRUARY
Art Deco Movies at Hastings Library
Pick up a timetable at the library and enjoy a range
of free Art Deco era movie screenings.
18 FEBRUARY
Minecraft Club, 3.30 - 4.30pm
BYOD along to the new Minecraft Club at the
Hastings Library where you can collaborate with
other like-minded gamers, swap tips and get creative
in themed challenges!
1 MARCH
Bakers’ Club, 10.30am
Love baking? Enjoy fresh home baking over a cuppa
and chat about our favourite recipes at Hastings
Library.

Hastings City Art Gallery
Open every day from 10am to 4.30pm FREE ENTRY
Phone (06) 871 5095 or email: hastingsartgallery@hdc.govt.nz

EXHIBITIONS
UNTIL 14 FEBRUARY
The Endling: Paula Taaffe
ALL MONTH
Waitangi Wahine
This exhibition showcases works from Robyn
Kahukiwa, Linda Munn, Suzanne Tamaki, Tracey
Tawhiao and Andrea Hopkins.
ALL MONTH
Settlement: Emily Karaka
Karaka’s work explores the Crown’s settlement
process, old land claims and the Turton Deeds
transactions that alienated lands and islands from
the Tribes of Tamaki.
OPENS 13 FEBRUARY
Ghosting: Daniel Unverricht
Ghosting depicts unsettling urban and suburban
spaces of Hastings and Napier. Unverricht’s
paintings draw on small town inertia and big city
insecurity.
OPENS 27 FEBRUARY
Lost World: Gregor Kregar
In Lost world sculptor Gregor Kregar intrigues and
delights by combining structures made from recycled
glass with large stylized bronze dinosaurs.
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES
River Seeds
Public Performances: 6 February - 6.30pm, 7 February
- 2.30pm and 6.30pm. Schools Performances: 9
February - 11am and 1.30pm
Ticket prices are ‘pay what you like at the end of the
performance’ but please book by contacting the Gallery.
Schools tickets are by koha. Contact Elham Salari on
871 5095 or email elhams@hdc.govt.nz to book.

HASTINGS DISTRICT COUNCIL

Artist’s Floor Talk:
Emily Karaka, 6 February, 11am FREE
Daniel Unverricht, 13 February, 11am FREE
FREE ACTIVITY FOR KIDS UNTIL 28 FEBRUARY
Arrange, rearrange and build your own dream holiday
at the Gallery. Free art activity for kids of all ages.
3 MARCH
Lunchtime Tour
Join gallery Director Toni Mackinnon for a lunch time
tour of our current exhibitions at 12.30pm. Free.

Farmlands Horse
of the Year
is coming!

For more information on these
and other events eventfinda.co.nz

21 FEBRUARY
The Clash of the Titans - The Angels, Dragon, Mi-Sex
Black Barn Vineyards, Black Barn Road
Three of the biggest bands in Australasian rock &
roll history will join forces in a Clash of the Titans
event. Find out more information at www.blackbarn.
com/events.
25 FEBRUARY
Flaxmere Challenge –Duathlon - Flaxmere Park
Get off the couch and stuck into some fun physical
activity. Rock up to Flaxmere Park at 5pm to register.
27 FEBRUARY
Piano in the Vines
Black Barn Vineyards, Black Barn Road
A fantastic new light classical/jazz crossover
concert to be held under the stars at Black Barn
Amphitheatre in Havelock North Find out more
information at www.blackbarn.com/events.

1-6 March 2016
Hawke’s Bay A&P showgrounds. Tickets at hoy.kiwi

HASTINGS CITY CENTRE - FEB-MAR 2015

EVERY THURSDAY
Hastings City Night Market
CBD, Russell St South, 5pm - 8pm
hastingsmarkets.co.nz
EVERY FRIDAY
Unwined to the weekend
Unison Vineyard, 216 Highway 50, RD5
Enjoy a glass of wine whilst listening to some music
and sample tasty dishes from Unwined Cafe. Kids
are welcome to run around in the secure playground.
www.unisonvineyard.co.nz
EVERY SATURDAY
Black Barn Growers Market
Black Barn Road, Havelock North
9am - 12noon - blackbarn.com
EVERY SUNDAY
Hawke’s Bay Farmers Market - Hawke’s Bay A&P
Showgrounds, Kenilworth Road 8.30am - 12.30pm
hawkesbayfarmersmarket.co.nz
7/14/21/28 FEBRUARY
Summer in the Park - Cornwall Park
Grab a coffee and a Rush Munro’s ice cream and
chill to an eclectic collection of bands at Hasting’s
longest running free concert series.
Featuring Country, Classical and Rock, Summer in
the Park is guaranteed to round off your weekend in
style. For more information visit
creativehastings.org.nz/events
6/13/20/27 FEBRUARY
Jazz on the Village Green
Havelock North Domain, Napier Road
Jazz on the Village Green in Havelock North returns
after its successful inaugural series last year. An
eclectic line up of great Jazz musicians will offer
a fantastic journey across a diverse range of Jazz
genres.For more information, including who is
playing, visit www.creativehastings.org.nz/events.
17 FEBRUARY
Sunday Sessions - Rod McDonald Wines at Te
Awanga Estate, 376 Parkhill Road
Join us for a Sesh on the lawn - our wine, their music
and your vibe. Entry is $5 at the gate, kids under 14
are free, bring a picnic rug, sit back, relax, and tuck in
to our world-famous-in-Te-Awanga pizzas and platters.
Find out more information at www.rmwines.co.nz.
17-21 FEBRUARY
Tremains Art Deco Festival
Over 40,000 people flock from all over the world into
Hawke’s Bay to see it transform back in time and
enjoy this iconic event. including some fantastic
events in the Hastings CBD such as the Art Deco
Night Market (18 Feb) and the Tremains Hastings
Hamper Auction (19 Feb). See www.artdeconapier.com
for more information.

Get a taste of the Farmlands Horse of the Year
Show at Hoy in the City. Keep an eye out for
the HOY Box; a pop up info Box with daily
ticket giveaways, games, activities and more.

HOY IN THE CITY SHOWCASE
28 FEBRUARY - CIVIC SQUARE
A taste of Horse of the year comes to Civic Square.
Fun for families from 1pm to 3pm and then the arena
lights up with trickriding, dressage, ponies and more.

TWILIGHT RACEDAY
2 MARCH - LITTLE AVONDALE LOWLAND STAKES,
HASTINGS RACE COURSE
Enjoy first class thoroughbred action at this brand new
twilight race day, with equestrian showcases and live
music between races. General Admission $10.

HOY AT THE HASTINGS CITY NIGHT MARKET
THURSDAY 3 MARCH -HASTINGS CLOCK TOWER
HOY will be at the Hastings City Night Market with
ticket giveaways, and horse-related hijinks. Enjoy a
bite to eat and some great entertainment.

LIGHTING OF THE OSMANTHUS GARDENS
26 FEBRUARY – 6 MARCH - CORNWALL PARK
The Osmanthus Chinese gardens in Cornwall Park
will be transformed with authentic silk lanterns and
special lighting effects each evening

HASTINGS DISTRICT LIBRARIES PROGRAMME
26 FEBRUARY – 6 MARCH
HASTINGS DISTRICT LIBRARIES
They’re horsing around at your library. From kids’
storytelling, displays and movies, there’s something
horsey for everyone. See www.hastingslibraries.
co.nz for the full list of activities.

INTERNATIONAL CULTURES DAY
5 MARCH - CORNWALL PARK
Celebrate our multicultural Hawke’s Bay with food,
dance and performances. Find out more about the
Leg Up Trust plus Horse of the Year giveaways.
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