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Revitalising our city centre
Since 2013 the council and community have been discussing a
vision for enhancing the Hastings City Centre, and this year work
has begun in earnest to make this vision a reality.
Last month, the Hastings District Council community
development committee adopted the draft Hastings
City Centre Public Spaces Revitalisation Plan, which
identifies 23 projects to focus on.
The plan arises from the 2013-33 Hastings City Centre
Strategy and is supported by feedback gained through
the Long Term Plan consultation.
As a result $4.5 million was set aside to initially invest
in three priority areas over the next four years – the
Central Plaza, the Heretaunga Street East Block
entertainment precinct and Civic Square.
At the same time a number of roading upgrades were
identified, including Eastbourne Street where work has
already begun between Russell and Warren Streets to
build new footpaths and add more trees and lighting.
Overall, the revitalisation plan sets out a roadmap of
work, which also includes two green “pocket park”
open spaces in the Central Plaza, increased outdoor
dining opportunities and more entertainment spaces.
Heretaunga Street East is envisaged as a welcoming
pedestrian-friendly hospitality precinct that builds on
the existing character and street scene.
Civic Square is considered vitally important to the
cultural and historical provenance of the city and as
such the plan is to enhance it as a cultural focal point
with improved landscaping, enhanced entranceways
and car parking that does not detract from the
pedestrian experience.
In addition, the purchase of a building at 206 Queen St
West is anticipated to provide for additional off-street

Hastings’ inner city vibrancy
will be enhanced with the
changes planned over the next
four years and beyond.

parking, a covered walkway between
Heretaunga and Queen Streets, and
possibly a performance space.
Hastings mayor Sandra Hazlehurst said
the central city is one of the council’s
priorities, and that this plan is the result
of many years’ work.
“This has been worked on for a long
time and our community has come on
the journey with us.
“What we have now is an exciting plan
that sets the path for making our beautiful city even
more vibrant and attractive.”
The plan was jointly prepared by Hastings District
Council and Urbanismplus – a specialist urban design
practice, whose director Kobus Mentz said it was driven
by a desire to make Hastings an exciting destination in
terms of dining, recreation and experiential activities.
“We have tried to find the most cost effective ways to
improve the pedestrian experience, such as laneways
and better footpaths, at the same time being conscious
of maintaining good, convenient parking.
“It’s happening in parallel with the developments at
the Opera House, and as with the cultural elements at
Civic Square this plan will enrich the authentic, cultural
character that’s already there.”   
Councillor and Hastings city centre development
portfolio leader Damon Harvey said the council has
made a significant commitment to the Hastings CBD.

“As well as kick starting many projects as part of our
Hastings Alive CBD revitalisation plan, we are investing
in an entertainment precinct with the earthquake
strengthening of the Opera House and a new-look plaza,
and new laneway linkages to breathe new life into the
CBD.”
He said that along with council’s commitment, there
was also strong confidence on the part of developers
who were investing in commercial developments such
as the former Hawke’s Bay Today building.
“Hastings is certainly alive and well.”
Hastings City Business Association chairman Craig
Riddiford said the best part of the plan was that funding
for almost all of it was already in council’s budgets.
“This means we can see progress in the very near future;
before the end of this financial year.
“The other very pleasing aspect is that council has
undertaken to get input from the business people within
each improvement area as it undergoes final design.”

Latest developments…
A block of land on Queen St West will be turned into an off-street carpark and
covered walkway providing more convenience for pedestrians and shoppers
as part of the ongoing city centre vibrancy initiatives.
The council has purchased the building at 206 Queen Street West, part of
which will be taken down to create more off-street public parking.
The remaining sections of the large brick building, which at one point was
also home to the Hawke’s Bay Farmers Co-op garage, are proposed to include
a covered walkway between the carpark and Queen Street.
Further proposals include creating a performance space in the area and a
pedestrian laneway to be created between the carpark and Heretaunga
Street where the former Envy Shoes shop is located.
An artist’s impression of the proposed pedestrian laneway and
carparking space between Heretaunga St West and Queen St West.

An example of the Hastings Alive!
logo on a building wrap.

Capturing the spirit
of Hastings city centre
The excitement of our inner city development now has an
identity – it’s an energetic bold logo that encapsulates the
council’s investment into our beautiful city centre.
The Hastings Alive! identity will be attached to the many projects that will add to
Hastings’ appeal as a place people want to visit, spend time in, and return to.
From now on, whenever you see Hastings Alive! you will know the latest revitalisation
project is underway.

Magical Osmanthus Lantern Festival
This year is the 10th year the lighting of
the Osmanthus Gardens has been held,
an occasion that’s become a highlight of
the annual events calendar in the Hastings
district.

Anzac Day
April 25
Services are being held around the
district to commemorate Anzac Day.
5.30am Dawn Service, Hastings Civic
Square Cenotaph

For five evenings from April 3, visitors enter a magical
wonderland of illuminated trees, sparkling grass,
traditional Chinese silk lanterns and large lotus lanterns
floating on one of garden’s lakes.

6.30am Waimarama Memorial Hall
9am

9.30am Maraekakaho Hall
10am

Chairman of Hastings District Council’s International
Advisory Group and organiser of the event Kevin Watkins
says the lights will be turned on from dusk till 9.30pm
each night.

Saturday, May 4, 10am-11.30am
Environment Centre, 1004 Karamu Rd,
Hastings

Osmanthus Gardens will light
up for five nights in April.

The lights will be turned on from 6pm each night from
April 3 to April 7, entry is by koha donation, the proceeds
from which are used to buy more lighting for the event.

2019 Hastings Youth Council appointed
The newly appointed members of the
Hastings District Youth Council are keen to
find ways to engage local young people in
hot topics facing youth today.

St John’s College student Gurjas Sekhon, 17, said he put
his hand up to be part of the youth council to give youth
a voice.

Hastings Girls High School student Kathleen Steffert, 17,
said she wanted to join to support young people dealing
with issues around the likes of mental health, education
and entering the workforce.
Addressing mental health, leadership, and being the
change they want to see in the world was a common
theme expressed by all the councillors during their first
days together.
As well as voting Hastings Girls’ High School’s Kate Allen
as chairperson and Havelock North High School’s Charliot
Miller as vice chairperson, they discussed what it means
to be a councillor and outlined their commitments for the
year.

Home composting for beginners - If
you’ve been having problems with your
compost this workshop is for you. Learn
how to dispose of your kitchen and
garden waste more quickly and produce
compost more efficiently. Troubleshoot
common problems and watch a compost
heap being made. Free, thanks to
sponsorship from Hastings District
Council. Register at Eventfinda.

Contestable
Grants Fund

The councillors, made up of 15 to 17-year-olds from
schools throughout the region, were motivated and
enthusiastic at their induction, training and planning
sessions held last month.

"I also wanted to promote Hastings city as a place that
involves its youth.”

Hawke’s Bay Fallen Soldiers’
Memorial Hospital

Home composting workshop

“During that time visitors will be able to enjoy the peace
and tranquillity of the gardens while ambient music plays
adding to the special atmosphere.

“I wanted to represent those in need, to give support to
youth."

Havelock North Cenotaph

9.30am St Francis Church Clive

On the evenings of Friday, April 5 and Saturday April 6,
the gardens will be enhanced by performers who will
entertain in traditional costume.

“The popularity of this event is continually growing – an
estimated 12,000 people came last year, and we welcome
all to come and see this spectacle, whether it be just for
one night, or more.”

Save the Date

Applications to this year’s Contestable
Grants Fund are now open for groups
serving the needs of the Hastings
community.
The initial focus was National Youth Week, being held from
May 18 to 27, with plans to create dynamic, collaborative
activities throughout the week across the community as
well as in schools.
The theme of the week this year is “We are more than
what you see” and the youth council plans to take the
opportunity to show the Hastings community the amazing
contribution young people make already and what could
be achieved with the support of others.
Hastings district councillor Malcom Dixon said the Youth
Council was the eyes and ears of the future.
“We all need to reach out and listen to how they would
make Hastings a better place for us all.
“I have always been impressed with their energy,
creativity and genuine passion to make a valuable
contribution to assist us all.”

Applicants need to have already raised
significant funding toward their project
through their own efforts or applications
to local or national funding bodies; be able
to set out the aims of the project and how
the success will be measured, and the cost
of the service. They also need to supply
their organisation’s most recent annual
report and financial accounts. Successful
grant recipients must supply a report after
the service or programme is completed,
showing how the grant money was spent.
Applications close on April 30, for grants
available from July 1. For more information
see: www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/contestablegrants-fund
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What’s on...
Open every day from 10am - 4.30pm FREE ENTRY
201 Eastbourne Street East, Hastings
Ph: 871 5095 or E: hastingsartgallery@hdc.govt.nz
www.hastingscityartgallery.co.nz

HASTINGS LIBRARY – Cnr Eastbourne and Warren Sts
FLAXMERE LIBRARY – Swansea Road
HAVELOCK NORTH LIBRARY – Te Mata Road
For opening hours please visit
www.hastingslibraries.co.nz

9 APRIL | 5.30PM
HASTINGS WAR MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Gold coin donation entry
Speaker: John Newland
A lifetime of business in Hawke’s Bay.

106 Russell St South FREE ENTRY
www.artsinc.co.nz

FREE

1 – 13 APRIL
Launching on April Fool’s Day, Jan FitzGerald has some fun
drawings to match, along with more serious ones in her
finely detailed and indigenous style.

Mary Bagnall-Rodgers
& Maxine McClenaghan Exhibition

FREE

1 – 13 APRIL
Colour Full is the latest exhibition of Artists Mary Bagnall and
Maxine McClenaghan. It explores the many ways in which
colour has influenced their lives.

Hawke’s Bay Live Poets

FREE

15 – 27 APRIL
Featuring original paintings from his popular ‘Hawke’s Bay
2019 in Watercolour’ Calendar. Come and see just how
beautifully Rex Jones depicts scenes from our home ground.

Art & Soul 2019

FREE

FREE

1 APRIL – 23 JUNE
Referencing the arrival of James Cook’s Endeavour at
Poverty Bay in 1769, Hawkins’ sculptural project explores the
duality of our heritage and identity 250 years on. In Red vs
Blue, Hawkins merges imagery to explore the way aspects
of American basketball have become a contemporary
cultural phenomena.

FREE

29 APRIL – 11 MAY
The Napier Arts Club, an eclectic group with huge, diverse
talents, are providing an exhibition of works displaying the
passion and soul they put into their art.

Hastings Sports Centre
503 Railway Road
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/hsc

Tumbling Tots Birthday Parties
Looking for a fun birthday party event that burns lots of
energy?! Our fully trained staff will entertain your child and
their guests for 3 hours with active play. For ages 0 –5 years.
$250 – for up to 10 children $300 – for up to 20 children.
For more information or to book call Hastings Sports centre
06 878 0051.

Holiday Programme
15 – 26 APRIL
Programmes for Juniors aged 5 – 8 yrs and Seniors aged
9 -13 yrs. There’s trips to the aquarium, movies, craft days,
a day out fishing and much much more. Check out the full
programme and sign your kids up now at:
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/hsc.

EVERY SUNDAY 8.30AM – 12.30PM
SHOWGROUNDS HAWKE’S BAY TOMOANA
Rain hail or shine the farmers' market will go on!
Come along and meander the market taking in the
local produce, artisan goods or delectable breakfast
options accompanied by sweet tunes by local musicians.
Hawkesbayfarmersmarket.co.nz

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Lighting of Osmanthus Gardens
3 – 7 APRIL
CORNWALL PARK | $GOLD COIN DONATION
Don’t miss the stunning display of new lotus lanterns,
traditional Chinese silk lanterns, and the lighting of trees
accompanied by classical music at this year’s festival.
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/Lighting-Osmanthus

Upstart Hastings City Bunny Hop
Jan Nigro: Out of the Bedroom
into the Lounge

FREE

6 APRIL – 21 JULY
This significant retrospective exhibition has been distilled
from her life’s work held by the Jan Nigro Trust. The works
illustrate a strong female contribution to the trajectory of
contemporary New Zealand art history and reclaims Jan
Nigro as an important New Zealand artist.

FREE

11 APRIL     
CIVIC SQUARE | 4 - 6PM
Join us for a very special Easter event! This is a family friendly
event with lots of interactive Easter themed games and
activities for kids aged 5 to 13; including face painting, make
your own bunny ears, chocolate egg and spoon races, and
the Easter rock hunt. There will be loads of spot prizes.

Ride Leader Workshop

4 APRIL | 12.30 – 12.45PM
Join the Gallery Director for a 15 minute look at some of the
artworks in the current exhibition during your lunchtime.
To be part of the discussion, meet at the gallery information
desk. Free, no bookings required.

14 APRIL | 9AM – 3.30PM
Are you keen to lead other people on bikes, on shared
paths, or on the road and have fun at the same time?
Then this workshop will give you the skills and confidence
to do so. Specific topics include ride pre-briefings,
equipment checks, route planning, incident management,
and debriefing. For more information or to register go to
ride-leader.cyclingnewzealand.nz.

Teachers’ Exclusive Evening

Harcourts Hastings City
Easter Night Market

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES
FREE

FREE

15 – 27 APRIL
Members of the HB Woodturners Guild are holding
their exhibition (and sale) of beautifully decorative, and
delightfully practical items made from many types of wood.

Rex Jones Exhibition

Hawke’s Bay Farmers’ Market

1 APRIL - 12 MAY
A new collaborative installation is using photography,
found objects and audio as a unique means to connect
viewers with a small group of Hawke’s Bay people who have
become the subjects of unconventional portraits by Billie
Culy and Henry Lyons.

Gallery Snapshot

8 APRIL | 7PM
Chocolate Fish Night. Open Mic – up to 5 mins each,
including any time used for introductory remarks. MC
Valentina Teclici. $5 Door Charge.

Hawke’s Bay Woodturners Guild

Billie Culy and Henry Lyons: At the Table

Kauri Hawkins: Red VS Blue

Arts Inc. Heretaunga

Jan Fitzgerald Exhibition

ALL MONTH

EXHIBITIONS
FREE

FREE EVENTS

Events & Activities in the Hastings
District

Hastings City Art Gallery

Hastings District Libraries

Landmarks History Talk

FREE

FREE

4 APRIL | 4 - 5PM
Join us for an exclusive opportunity for Hawke’s Bay
teachers to review Kauri Hawkins: Red vs Blue exhibition in
the Holt gallery and Jan Nigro: Out of the Bedroom into the
Lounge exhibition in the Main gallery, and find out about the
gallery’s free art education programmes.

Curator Talk: Jan Nigro Exhibition

FREE

6 APRIL | 11AM
Fine Art Society New Zealand Director, Grant Bezett and
Waikato Museum Curator, Maree Mills talk about this
significant retrospective exhibition and Jan Nigro’s life of
paining. Free. No booking required.

FREE! School Holiday Art Days for Kids
16, 18, 23, 25 APRIL | 10AM- 4PM
Drop in with your kids these school holidays for some
fun and engaging art activities based on the current
exhibitions. Free, no booking required

FREE

17, 24 APRIL | 10.30AM- 12.30PM
Fun workshops for kids based on Billie Culy and Henry
Lyons: At the Table exhibition. For 6 – 12 year old children,
$10 per person, booking required.

The Big Easy
20 APRIL
Participate in this family-fun ride that encourages frequent
stops to enjoy the many tasty Hawke’s Bay distractions
along the way. Visit www.thebigeasy.co.nz for details and
to register.

28 APRIL
This is a non-competitive family fun event that utilises the
Hawke’s Bay Trails between three start points and Farndon
Park in Clive. Participants can enter for a 3, 8 or 17 Km walk
or run. www.country2coast.co.nz

2019 ANZAC Day Services

Flaxmere Community
Centre

30 Swansea Road, Flaxmere
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/flaxmere-community-centre

MONDAYS AND FRIDAYS | 11AM – 12.30PM
Come along for social badminton and morning tea.
Have fun, keep active and meet new people. Age 60+.
Racquets supplied or bring your own.
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/flaxmerecc

18 APRIL | 5 – 8PM
HASTINGS CITY CENTRE – BESIDE THE CLOCK TOWER
Join us for a very special Easter Event! Hastings City goes
hopping mad for one night only as the centre of town is
transformed into an Easter showcase. The culmination of
the Hastings City Bunny Adventure, come along and find
out who will take home the big prize! The bunny itself will
be there, handing out treats to young and old. We’ll have
special activities for the kids, and of course your favourite
craft and food stalls.

Hawke’s Bay Today Country 2 Coast

School Holiday Workshops

Badminton for Seniors

FREE

FREE

5.30am

Dawn Service, Hastings Civic
Square Cenotaph

6.30am

Waimarama Memorial Hall

9.00am

Havelock North Cenotaph

9.30am

St Francis Church, Clive

9.30am

Maraekakaho Hall

10.00am

HB Fallen Soldiers' Memorial
Hospital

