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Hastings 
prepares for
Horse of the Year



The Land Rover Horse of the Year returns to Showgrounds Hawke’s Bay Tomoana from 
March 10 to 15, and this is a year not to miss!

Saddle up for Land Rover Horse of the Year

This year sees a superstar line up of three top Kiwi 
eventing Olympic hopefuls set to make their final 
New Zealand appearance before heading to the UK to 
further their bid for Tokyo.

Equestrian’s pinnacle event in Hastings is also likely to 
include a swansong New Zealand performance from 
top Kiwi event rider Clarke Johnstone.

Before he leaves he’ll have to battle it out against 
Havelock North’s Amanda Pottinger, returning to 
defend and tackle the country’s prestigious 4 Star 
short eventing competition alongside rising star 
Maddy Crowe, all vying for Tokyo selection. 

The trio will have to prove they’ve got what it takes 
to visiting Burghley and Olympic eventing judge 
Christina Klingspor and New Zealand-based Tokyo 
selector Mitty Forsyth.

Alongside these Olympic hopefuls, current Olympians 
Blyth Tait and Jock Paget will be returning to the Land 
Rover Horse of the Year arena with their top mounts to 
compete for lucrative titles.

As if the competition doesn’t sound exciting enough, 
there is a sold out retail zone of more than 200 trade 
sites, hospitality events throughout the week and the 
family fun, Hastings Heart of Hawke’s Bay Friday Night 
Fiesta.

The Fiesta entertainment starts at 5pm on March 13, 
with the main show kicking off from 6:30pm. 

One option is to enjoy watching the spectacle from the 
Continental Event Hire Premier Lounge with the Friday 
night “Fish n Chip” package.

The Fiesta is not a separately ticketed event - your 
day pass allows you to watch this show. Tickets for the 
Friday night “Fish n Chip” package, however, must be 
purchased separately.

Tickets are on sale now, head to  
www.hoy.kiwi for more information.

Last days for larger than life installations
To see out the last of summer, Hastings District Council has two more exciting, 
large-scale lighting and sound installations set up the city centre.

They come hot on the heels of the removal of the 
Trumpet Flowers in the city centre mall that delighted 
many with their upbeat interactive light and sound 
show in the last half of February.

The new installations are in Albert Square and Civic 
Square – and both are in place until March 9.

At Civic Square, the stunning Hybocozo is a 
complex, geometric exploration of light, shadow and 
perception.

Designed by Yelena Filipchuk (Russia) and Serge 
Beaulieu (Canada) and brought to New Zealand by 
Ant Van Dorsten (Vesica Aotearoa), these fascinating 
static installations will transform Civic Square both 
during the day and at night when they are illuminated 
highlighting the beauty, precision and detail behind 
their construction.

Down the road at Albert Square, an interactive piece 
called Trilogy will be a beacon, drawing people in to 
touch and perform.

This piece is designed by Simon Holden of South 
Island Light Orchestra in collaboration with Angus Muir 
Design (New Zealand), and is an imposing sculpture 
featuring three towering, interactive light pillars that 
really come into their own after dusk.

Infrared touch technology allows people to interact 
simultaneously with the slanting face of each pillar, 
using their hands to draw with light.

While creating visual masterpieces, synchronised 
sound effects play accompanying the patterns of 
light, creating a unique soundscape.

“These are the final installations for the summer, and 
like the Shrooms, UV Spaghetti and Trumpet Flowers 
are sure to delight young and old, adding to the buzz 
and vibrancy of our city centre – do take the time 
to visit them your with friends and family,” says Miss 
Taaffe.

Spearheaded by Hastings District Council all the 
installations over summer have been endorsed and 
supported by the Hastings City Art Gallery, Hastings 
City Library, Hastings City Business Association, Arts 
Inc. Heretaunga and Toitoi: Hawke’s Bay Arts & Events 
Centre.

Save the date!
Osmanthus Gardens
April 15-19

The annual lighting of Osmanthus Gardens in 
Cornwall Park is highly anticipated very year 
– a chance to enjoy a magical wonderland of 
illuminated trees, sparkling grass, traditional 
Chinese silk lanterns and large lotus lanterns 
floating on one of the garden’s lakes. The 
lights will be turned on from 6pm on each of 
the five nights.

Anzac Day
Saturday, April 25

Join the commemorations happening around 
the Hastings district to mark the landing of 
New Zealand and Australian soldiers on the 
Gallipoli Peninsula in 1915. 
Contact the local RSA for 
information about Anzac Day 
events around Hastings.

Wendi Williamson 
and Don Amour MH

Jock Paget in the Land Rover 3* Cross 
Country and Ricker Ridge Riley

Hybocozo. Trilogy.



Toitoi – Hawke’s Bay Arts and Events Centre is now officially open! Ahead of the 
opening celebrations Prime Minister, and Arts, Culture and Heritage Minister, 
Jacinda Ardern stopped by for an exclusive preview…
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PM visit to Toitoi
Toitoi Picks
Every month the Toitoi team 
will review one show from 
their upcoming programme. 
This month, Presenter Services 
Commercial Manager Glen 
Pickering reviews Owls Do Cry.

Winding Up – by Roger Hall: Barry and Gen 
may have retired, but these spirited seniors aren’t 
slowing down! As the pair put the fun into funerals 
and discover new complications in conjugal relations, 
Winding Up provides a hilarious testament to the 
lighter side of the golden years. March 11 and 12, 
tickets from $36.50.

Menopause the Musical: Four women at a lingerie 
sale have nothing in common but a black lace bra, 
memory loss, hot flushes, night sweats, not enough 
sex, too much sex and more. A celebration for women 
who are on the brink of, in the middle of, or have 
survived “The Change”. March 22, $69.90.

Heath Franklin’s Chopper – The Silencer: 
Panic, terror, stupidity, crisis; they can all form a queue 
and suck the wrinkles out of Chopper’s walnut wallet 
because is done suffering fools. In amongst all the 
noise, hysteria and angst, snowflakes and trolls, who 
will give us a bit of bloody shush? Chopper is here to 
machete our way through the jungle of bull****. May 
19, tickets from $38.

Floyd Live: The distinctive “Floyd” sound has been 
captured with the emotive and soulful musicianship 
of an eight-piece band with a first-class sound and 
lighting. This two-hour concert takes the audiences 
on a career-spanning journey of the best of Pink Floyd. 
June 13, tickets from $47.50.

Toitoi Events

Great theatre stays with you long after you’ve seen it 
and leading New Zealand theatre company Red Leap’s 
production of Owls Do Cry is one of those shows. 

Based on Janet Frame’s renowned novel, Red Leap 
brings together acting, text, movement, dance, 
song and projection to create a visually spectacular 
retelling. 

The show is moving, thought-provoking and funny - 
traversing the emotional spectrum with outstanding 
performances. It uses innovative techniques to involve 
audiences directly in fun and clever ways. 

Owls Do Cry is a world class show, so to have it here 
in Hastings confirms the importance of Toitoi to the 
national arts community and the value Hastings places 
on the arts.

Owls Do Cry is on March 20 and 21, at 7.30pm. Tickets 
start at $29. Book at toitoivenues.co.nz or at Toitoi Box 
Office, on the corner of Hastings and Eastbourne Sts.

With seasonal staff at our outdoor 
aquatic facilities returning to school 
and university, the opening hours have 
changed for safety reasons.
Aquatics Hastings has made the difficult decision 
to reduce the opening hours of Frimley Pool 
to weekends only opening, from 10am-6pm 
Saturday and Sunday.  However, community and 
school bookings during the day at this facility will 
continue.

In order to operate the pool safely, a minimum of 
four staff are required on site at all times and with 
many staff now having returned to school and 
university this isn’t possible.  Safety of our users is 
paramount.

To offset this, Village Pool will continue to remain 
open seven days a week with extended hours on 
Wednesdays and Fridays (6am-7:30pm) to not 
only support users but also to support avid lane 
swimmers and those training for events.

In addition, Village Pool will also be offering family 
fun evenings every Friday from 5pm-7pm.

On these nights the inflatable will be in the water, 
there will be free use of the bbq on a first-in, 
first-serve basis, and families are invited to bring a 
picnic dinner to enjoy within the grounds.

For other week-day lane swimming options, we 
encourage the community to use the fantastic 
aquatics facilities in Flaxmere and Clive, which are 
both open from 6am, Monday to Friday.

For more information, please visit www.
aquaticshastings.co.nz

Change of hours at outdoor pools

 

  

 



What’s on... MARCH 2020 

FREE EVENTSFREE

Hastings District Libraries
HASTINGS LIBRARY – Cnr Eastbourne and Warren Sts
FLAXMERE LIBRARY – Swansea Road
HAVELOCK NORTH LIBRARY – Te Mata Road
For opening hours please visit  
www.hastingslibraries.co.nz

Landmarks Talk 
10 MARCH | 5.30 – 6.30PM
HASTINGS WAR MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Speaker – Corrie Levick
The Netherlands comes to Hawke’s Bay. One emigre’s story: 
expectations and experiences here over the last 40 years. All 
welcome. A gold coin donation.

Events & Activities in the Hastings 
District
ALL MONTH

Hawke’s Bay Farmers’ Market
EVERY SUNDAY 8.30AM – 12.30PM  
SHOWGROUNDS HAWKE’S BAY TOMOANA
Rain, hail or shine, the farmers' market will go on!  
Come along and meander the market, taking in the 
local produce, artisan goods or delectable breakfast 
options accompanied by sweet tunes by local musicians. 
Hawkesbayfarmersmarket.co.nz

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Hastings City Arts & Craft Market
19 MARCH | 5 – 9PM
HASTINGS CITY MALL, IN FRONT OF THE CLOCK TOWER
Get together with friends and family and join us for a fun 
summer evening at the Hastings City Arts and Craft Market. 
Grab a bite to eat from one of the many food trucks, sit back, 
relax, and take in the live entertainment and music, or do a 
spot of shopping and browse the market stalls filled with a 
unique range of local hand-crafted products.   
Website: www.hastingscitymarkets.co.nz 

International Cultures Day
7 MARCH
CORNWALL PARK | FREE 
Enjoy free live entertainment and delicious food (cash only) 
from the many cultural groups living in the region, as well 
as learn about the services available to the members of the 
community.  Visit  
www.facebook.com/multicultruralassociationhawkesbay/ 

MCL Construction Triple Peaks
7 MARCH
VILLAGE GREEN
Conquer the peaks! Competitors run, walk or bike across the 
55kms course of breath-taking views, challenging trails and 
beautiful private land.  Visit www.triplepeaks.co.nz

St Luke’s Church, Havelock North Fair
7 MARCH | 9.30AM
ST LUKE’S CHURCH, 24 TE MATA RD, HAVELOCK NORTH
Visit the fair for affordable quality goods in a fun atmosphere 
with food & music under the beautiful oak tree. Food and 
baking stalls, childrens’ stalls, flowers, jewellery, books, 
painting & prints, raffles and much more. For further 
information phone Heather on 021 0239 1596.

Horse of the Year 
10 – 15 MARCH  
SHOWGROUNDS HAWKE’S BAY TOMOANA 
With over 1800 riders and 2500 horses competing for 
lucrative titles and prize money, the show is a feature on most 
equestrian calendars. Visit www.hoy.kiwi for tickets and full 
programme.

Mitre 10 Mega Tough Kid Event 
19 MARCH
MITRE10 PARK
Open to all children in Year 3 through to Year 6.  The entry fee 
is $3 and to register please go in store or online.  
For more information visit  
www.mitre10.co.nz/local/MegaHB/Tough_Kid.

Toitoi -Hawke’s Bay  
Arts & Events Centre
101 Hastings Street South
P. (06) 871 5289 or E. info@toitoivenues.co.nz
www.toitioivenues.co.nz

Toitoi Homecoming – Community  
Festival 
1 MARCH | 10AM – 2PM
Toitoi is opening and we’re kicking it all off with a Community 
Festival! Grab your kids and your sunblock and join us for 
loads of fun, activities and the chance to explore our flash 
new digs.  Free entry.

Barbarian Productions presents Grand 
Opening
7 & 8 MARCH
Audiences arrive to see the show but it quickly becomes clear 
that something has gone wrong. So instead the ushers take 
you on a whirlwind tour of Toitoi’s back-end and forgotten 
spaces. Spaces are strictly limited, so get in quick.  
Tickets $30.

Sir Roger Hall – A Writer’s Life
12 MARCH 
Sir Roger Hall discusses a writer’s life: what is involved in 
writing plays, compared with writing fiction; getting those 
plays on stage; and variations of the same play with different 
productions.   He will also look back on his career, discussing 
disasters alongside triumphs, with plenty of amusing 
anecdotes along the way. (Please note this event will finish 
prior to the 7.30pm showing of Winding Up.) Tickets $15.

Owls Do Cry
20 & 21 MARCH 
A contemporary adaptation of Owls Do Cry by Janet Frame. 
Filled with fierce heart and visual splendour, this is the 
celebrated, heart-breaking story of the Withers Family. Perfect 
for lovers of literature, theatre, poetry and dance, this richly 
immersive theatre experience is not to be missed. C Reserve, 
concession and student tickets just $29.

FREE

Hastings Sports Centre
503 Railway Road
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/hsc

Tumbling Tots
4, 11, 18 & 25 MARCH
Weekly Sessions in Term 1.  For Children aged 12 months or 
crawling to 5 years, Tumbling Tots is a fun and interactive 
programme for parent and child to work one on one, 
covering fundamental movement patterns with structured 
classes and children learning at their own pace.  Held 
Wednesday mornings, session times: Skill based 9.00-9.45am 
& 10.45-11.30am $5 or self-supervised 10am-10.30am $3. For 
more info visit www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/hsc

Getting Started – Disability Programme
6, 13, 20 & 27 MARCH
The Getting Started Programme is specifically designed 
for children nearing 5 year and up, with physical and/or 
learning disabilities. Weekly sessions on Friday mornings from 
11.30-12.15pm.  Cost $5 per child. For more info visit www.
hastingsdc.govt.nz/hsc

FREE

Arts Inc. Heretaunga
106 Russell St South FREE ENTRY
www.artsinc.co.nz

‘AHI TOI’
2 – 14 MARCH
Artworks of Hiwirori Maynard and Victor Te Paa
This Exhibition is about keeping the home fires burning and 
acknowledging our past, present and future.

Hawke’s Bay Live Poets
9 MARCH |7PM
Live Poets Birthday
Local Guest Night.  Open Mic, 1 poem each, followed by local 
guest poet Jan Soper.  MC Penelope Foster. $5 Door Charge.

‘Who am I to wear Moko Kauae’
16 – 28 MARCH
Photography Collection by Putaanga Waitoa
Challenging and normalising the view of Moko Kauae 
to society through a collaboration of w hine mau Moko, 
storytelling and photography.  #LONGLIVEMANAW HINE

Art Hawke’s Bay Exhibition  
– ‘Artfully Yours’
30 MARCH – 11 APRIL
New Location this Year!
Bringing together Artists from Clubs and Groups throughout 
the Hawke’s Bay region for an Annual Exhibition and Sale of 
Work.   
For further details please visit www.arthawkesbay.co.nz

FREE

FREE

FREE

Hastings City Art Gallery
Open every day from 10am - 4.30pm FREE ENTRY
201 Eastbourne Street East, Hastings
Ph: 871 5095 or E: hastingsartgallery@hdc.govt.nz
www.hastingscityartgallery.co.nz

EXHIBITIONS

Andy Leleisi’uao: Kamoan Mine
1 – 22 MARCH
The Hastings City Art Gallery is proud to present KAMOAN 
MINE, a comprehensive survey exhibition of Samoan / New 
Zealand artist Andy Leleisi’uao, curated by Ben Bergman. 
Leleisi’uao is one of the most significant Pasifika artists living 
and working in New Zealand today.

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES

Art for Tots  
9 MARCH | 10.30 - 11.30AM
Every second Monday of the month. A fun and playful art 
experience for under-fives based on the current exhibition. 
Koha, booking required.

FREE

Camberley Community  
Centre
703 Kiwi Street, Camberley
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/camberley-community-centre

NOVEMBER:
MON: Cooking on a budget 12-1.30pm; Kids can cook 
3.15-4.15pm; Connect HB 6.30-7.30pm TUES: Live Well 
10am–12pm; Line Dancing 1–1.45pm; Basketball Academy 
3.15–4.15pm; Ke Kukui Ho’onoa – Hula Classes 5.45–6.45pm 
WED: Kaumatua Sit Fit 10.30–11.15am; Youth Space 3.15–
4.15pm; Man Up 5–6pm; Zumba with Vanessa 6.15–7.15pm 
($5) THURS: Circuit Class with Willie 10.30–11.15am; Tai Chi 
1–1.45pm; Basketball Academy 3.15–4.15pm; Zumba with 
Vanessa 6–7pm ($5) FRI: Kori Tinana Mo Nga Kaumatua 
9-10am; Homework Club 3.15-4.15pm
Note: all programmes are FREE except Zumba with Vanessa.

KIDS BREAKFAST CLUB Every school day from 8am-8.45am


