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Thousands of happy punters took part in this year’s Blossom Fest spectacular to enjoy 
all that was on offer over a jam-packed weekend September 24 and 25.

Around 30,000 people went on the Mahons Amusement carnival rides over the two days and on Saturday 
thousands lined the streets to take in the Blossom Parade.

From 10am the city was pumping with people taking in all the entertainment on offer, including on the Blossom 
Alley stage, where the acts went into the evening on Saturday.

Thanks to all that came along and took part – see you again next year!!

A fabulous Blossom Fest

Diwali
Celebrating the Festival of Lights
& Bandi Chhor Divas

FREE family  
friendly event

LIVE MUSIC AND  
PERFORMANCES
FAMILY ACTIVITIES
FOOD AND CRAFT STALLS

Mitre 10 Regional Sports Park 
Percival Road, Hastings
For more information contact hchawkesbay@gmail.com

SATURDAY  
22 OCTOBER
6PM - 9PM



We are very excited to see the return of a full 
programme for the eighth annual Hawke’s Bay Arts 
Festival! With over 65 shows from October 14 to 30 
there really is something for everyone.

Taken from the M ori whakatauki (proverb) ‘Whiria te  
t ngata’ which means ‘to weave the people together’ 
the festival kaupapa aims to bring the strands of our 
community back together, weaving artists, makers and 
creators in a beautiful showcase of work. The festival 
is an amazing opportunity to gather with your friends 
and wh nau, reconnect, and celebrate what we have 
here in beautiful Hawke’s Bay.

The festival programme is online at www.hbaf.co.nz 
with tickets available to purchase. Printed programmes 
are available to pick up from local cafés, galleries, 
libraries, and i-Sites across the region.

FESTIVAL HUB

This year we’re excited to bring the heart of the 
festival into the newly opened Municipal Building 
within Toitoi Hawke’s Bay Arts and Events Centre. 
The central laneway with bars and eateries in the 
surrounding spaces, will be decorated to celebrate the 
festival, and provide cool little places to meet up.

A Boy Called Piano
Tue 25 Oct, 7.30pm, Toitoi, Opera House

Auckland 1963. Three 11-year-old boys meet in a cell in 
the Family Court. Two M ori and one Samoan: Wheels, 
Piwi, and a boy called Piano. Made wards of state, 
they are taken to wairaka Boys’ Home. There begins 
a story of darkness, abuse and pain, but also resilience 
as the boys seek to survive through the power of 
friendship, culture, music and the human spirit.

Written by Fa’amoana John Luafutu and Tom McCrory, 
and directed by Nina Nawalowalo, ‘A Boy Called Piano’ 
builds on The Conch’s kaupapa of harnessing the 
power of theatre as a force for social change.

“A play that brings love and gives a voice to the 
voiceless.” – Dominion Post

Thinning
Sat 15 Oct, 4pm, Toitoi, Opera House

Written by Eli Kent this is the quintessential coming 
of age kiwi story. Directed by the talented Lisa-Jane 
Easter, it is a play about growth and gravity and 
follows a group of teenagers as they leave behind their 
city lives to go apple thinning.

Supported by the Furnware Ambassaor Programme, 
providing opportunities for youth to engage 
with the festival both on and off-stage through 
workshops, performance opportunities, behind the 
scenes experiences and free access to the festival 
programme. Come and support our young people and 
be thoroughly entertained at the same time.

Skin Tight
Tue 18 Oct, 7.30pm, MTG Century Theatre

Currently playing at the Circa Theatre in Wellington 
to stunning reviews, and performed worldwide 
since it was written, this is the story of Elizabeth 
and Tom, an ordinary couple with an extraordinary 
love. Dark secrets, deep passions and heart-breaking 
truths bubble over in a remarkable physical theatre 
production that will leave you with goosebumps.

Set in 20th century rural Canterbury it is at once 
recognisable and relatable to Hawke’s Bay audiences 
with the added bonus of including our own Trevor 
Rose. A simply unmissable muscular piece of poetry.

Open from 5pm till late - check out www.hbaf.co.nz 
for more information on daily menus and special offers. 
And don’t forget our Corporate Hosting Packages 
including food and beverages - suitable for friends, 
employees or clients. Contact rachel@hbaf.co.nz

 Skin Tight 

  A Boy Called Piano

Fabulous Theatre
Back to Square One
Fri 21 Oct 1pm & 4pm and Sat 22 Oct 10am & 1pm 
Keirunga Theatre

Inga has seen world wars, cold wars, civil wars - in 
real life and on TV. And when you’re close to 100 you 
know a thing or two about a thing or two. Join Inga 
in her living room in Denmark during lockdown as she 
reaches out through space and time to her grandson 
in New Zealand. It’s theatre, but only just! Coffee and 
cake included.

Mrs Krishnan’s Party
Sat 22 & Sun 23 Oct, 2pm & 8pm, Toitoi, Assembly 
Room

It’s ‘Mrs Krishnan’s Party’ and you’re invited!

Step into the back room of Mrs Krishnan’s corner dairy 
where garlands decorate the ceiling, music flows and 
Mrs Krishnan is throwing a party like no other. 

Kalyani Nagarajan (Mrs Krishnan) and Justin Rogers 
(DJ Jimmy) juggle cooking, music, the audience and 
heartfelt drama in an acting tour de force where no 
two nights are the same. You might even find yourself 
setting the table or helping out with the cooking!

Hello Darkness
Sat 22 Oct, 7.30pm, MTG Century Theatre

While receiving treatment for prostate cancer, writer 
Peter Wells – an intensely private person – reached out 
to the world via Facebook, where he examined his life 
as he also contemplated the end of it. Peter’s posts 
were collated and published under the title ‘Hello 
Darkness’. Now, award-winning

playwright Victor Rodger (Black Faggot) has adapted 
‘Hello Darkness’ as a one-man show. A story of facing 
the biggest challenge and meeting it with grace, 
intelligence, wit, and resilience.

Welcome to the Hawke’s Bay Arts Festival
Nau mai, haere mai ki te Ahurei Toi o Te Matau a Maui

Experience more than just a show – soak in the 
atmosphere, enjoy world-class food and make it a 
night to remember. We can’t wait to see you there!



Letters from Iraq
Wed 19 Oct 7.30pm, The Blyth Performing Arts Centre

Chamber Music New Zealand presents Letters from 
Iraq. Love and loss. Home and hope. Grammy-winning 
Iraqi-American composer and oud player, Rahim AlHaj 
recounts a specific story with each piece that he 
performs alongside the New Zealand String Quartet. 
Experience the heartbreak, loss and day-to-day 
journeys of so many Iraqi citizens.

Jackie Goes Prima Diva
Wed 19 - Sun 23 Oct, various locations

Homegrown chanteuse Jackie Clarke turns her 
powerhouse vocals, wicked humour and maverick 
entertainment style to the songs of the 20th and 21st 
Centuries’ most legendary divas in this series of gigs in 
rural Hawke’s Bay. In association with Jamie MacPhail’s 
Small Hall sessions.

Anthonie Tonnon - Leave Love Out  
of This
Thu 20 Oct, 7.30pm, Toitoi, Opera House

Winner of the coveted 2022 Taite Music Prize, kiwi 
singer-songwriter Anthonie Tonnon presents his third 
album ‘Leave Love Out of This’ with a full band and 
highly physical show. “The best dressed balladeer 
in the business, Anthonie Tonnon is an ambitious 
songsmith and one of Aotearoa’s most engaging,

inventive performers.” Stuff.co.nz

Music For Everyone
Frazey Ford – Opening Night
Fri 14 Oct, 7.30pm – Toitoi Opera House

Opening night of the festival sees 
Canadian Soul-Americana singer 
Frazey Ford grace the stage with a 
“voice magnetic enough to tilt the 
Earth’s axis, the grooves so deep and 
plush that they could upholster a 
Cadillac”. Possibly more recognisable 
as a founding member of ‘The Be 
Good Tanyas’, to listen to Ford is to 
experience songs that speak to the soul 
and what it is to be human.

Joining us as part of an international 
tour, Ford is a captivating presence and 
will give a mesmerising opening night 
performance for both new and existing 
fans. Supported by the intoxicating 
lilt of her band, grab a ticket and set 
yourself up for the rest of the festival.

  Frazey Ford

Teremoana Rapley: Daughter of a 
Housegirl
Fri 21 Oct, 7.30pm, MTG Century Theatre

Bass-heavy beats and sweet flamenco-inspired 
folk tunes overlaid with vibrations and frequencies 
encouraging audiences to be present in this inter- 
dimensional, multi-disciplinary musical experience of 
life, love and living. 

Performing her long-awaited, full-length debut album 
which has been 32 years in the making. Step inside the 
world of a Black Moana Sovereign Storyteller.

Sharing the Dream
Sun 23 Oct, 5pm, Toitoi, Opera House

Festival Opera, in association with The Dame Malvina 
Major Foundation, present a gala concert to celebrate 
Dame Malvina Major - her life, her art and her 
commitment to the next generation of artists. 

A sparkling evening featuring some of NZ’s finest 
opera singers.

Don McGlashan & The Others
Wed 26 Oct, 7.30pm, Toitoi, Opera 
House

Don McGlashan needs little introduction 
already being an established icon in 
the New Zealand music hall of fame. 
In this concert he journeys through his 
latest beautiful album ‘Bright November 
Morning’, which went straight into 
the NZ charts at No.1. Recorded in 
Lyttelton, Auckland and Vancouver, and 
full of inspired playing from his band 
The Others, the album marks a new 
stage in McGlashan’s generous and 
humane songbook

Arahi - The Revelator – Closing Night
Sun 30 Oct, 7.30pm, Toitoi, Opera House

A fusion of theatre and music, elements of live devised theatre with soul- wrenching songs. “Arahi’s been likened 
to a young Dylan, but I can’t help thinking of Ben Harper - there’s depth and expansiveness in his voice, both 
clarity and gentleness, with a soft gravel edge”. Offering an immersive theatrical journey and hedonistic foot 
stomping romp, join us in supporting our own homegrown talent.



Comedy, Cabaret And Circus

Rebel
Thu 27 Oct, 7:30pm, Toitoi, Opera House

Fresh out of the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and touring 
from Australia, Rebel is a live circus rock tribute to the 
original rebel, David Bowie. Sounds crazy?

Maybe. But it works. As Bowie himself said, “I want to 
tart rock up. I don’t want to climb out of my fantasies 
in order to go up on stage – I want to take them on 
stage with me.”

Stage dive into the mosh pit for a night of live music, 
glittering glam rock, phenomenal acrobatics, breath-
taking aerials and a spectacular heart-stopping 
sideshow. Headlined by the incredible, multi award-
winning Stewart Reeve, Rebel is a non-stop circus and 
rock and roll party!

Thoroughly Modern Maui
Sun 16 Oct, 7,30pm, Toitoi, Opera House

Burgeoning music theatre star Rutene Spooner is 
channelling M ori hero Maui into a modern-day icon – 
complete with rhinestones and glitter. The show was 
an instant hit when it premiered at the 2021 Auckland 
Live Cabaret Season – don’t miss your chance to see it 
here in Hawke’s Bay!

Pax Assadi – Handsome Boy
Thurs 20 Oct, 9pm Toitoi, Assembly Room

Celebrated by peers and critics alike, Pax Assadi is one 
of New Zealand’s

heaviest-hitting and most important comedic voices. A 
regular on shows

like Have You Been Paying Attention, 7 Days and The 
Project, Pax also hosted the 2020 NZ International 
Comedy Gala to rave reviews. Following multiple sell-
out seasons at the New Zealand International Comedy 
Festival, Handsome Boy is Pax’s first nation-wide show 
- these tickets won’t last long!

  Rebel

The Most Naked
Fri 28 Oct, 9pm

Toitoi, Assembly Ballroom

The Most Naked is a compelling, wild, and unsettlingly 
sexy multidisciplinary work-come-cabaret that strips 
nakedness right down to the bone.

Created and performed by Hannah Tasker-Poland, 
with live musical wizardry of internationally renowned 
composer and musician Lucien Johnson.

Fresh from two sold-out seasons in Auckland and 
Wellington with spectacular reviews and box office 
waiting lists, The Most Naked will not be the show you 
were expecting but GODDAMN it’ll be the show you’re 
glad you got!

The Trojan War 
Sat 29 Oct, 9pm & Sun 30 Oct, 6pm.

Toitoi, Assembly Ballroom

Employing a cast of faux-French performers, this is 
a hilarious, joyful, interactive celebration combining 
theatrical magic, wicked pop songs and explosive wit 
to create a delightful romp through a twisted classic 
tale.

The Trojan War tells the story of the tragic fall of 
Troy. It’s a raucous celebration of our ridiculous lives, 
using this classic tale of gods and heroes to playfully 
explore questions around the current chaos of our 
times.

“Very fast, very “French” and very funny – an absolute 
riot” - Musical Theatre Review

Werk It
Sat 29 Oct, 2pm & 7:30pm, Toitoi, Opera House

WERK IT by Australian company Circus Trick Tease is 
an all-new, hilarious, high- energy, acrobatic comedy 
romp. Celebrating spandex, high-vis, vitality and 
vigour – WERK IT received nightly standing ovations in 
its debut season.

Combining never seen before acrobatic feats and jaw 
dropping skill, this show will be hip thrusting its way 
into an Aerobics Oz Style fever dream all night long!

Urzila Carlson: It’s Personal
Fri 28 Oct, 7:30pm, Toitoi, Opera House

Urzila Carlson has become one of the biggest names 
in comedy in Australia and New Zealand.

Welcome to the days of mind your own business 
and don’t comment on others’ business. Not their 
gender, sexuality, body, hair, education or career. Also, 
welcome to the days of total oversharing on social 
media, but STILL, mind your own business. We want to 
talk about things and want everyone to

know IT’S PERSONAL!

Readers And Writers

Shelter  
Douglas Lloyd Jenkins with Richard Cornes, October 
22, 5.30pm

Hot Gossip  
Nicky Pellegrino and Niki Bezzant with Dr Samantha 
Newman, October 28, 5.30pm

Vā: Stories From Women Of The Moana  
Nafanua Kersel and Sisilia Eteuati,  
October 29, 12pm

Wawata: Moon Dreaming  
Dr Hinemoa Elder with Erena Tomoana,  
October 29, 10am

How Does She Do It?  
Writing Workshop with Nicky Pellegrino,  
October 29, 11am– 1pm

Ready For Action 
Writing Workshop with Aaron Topp,  
October 29, 2-4pm

Too Much Money  
Max Rashbrooke with Chris Perley,  
October 29, 5pm

A Life Lived In Fiction  
Charlotte Grimshaw with Catherine Robertson, 
October 29, 7pm

Imagining Decolonisation  
Continuing the legacy of Moana Jackson, with Mereana 
Pitman MNZM, Dr Hinemoa Elder, Dr Monty Soutar and 
Ali Tamainu, October 29, 2pm

To The Sea  
Aaron Topp and Keryn Powell with Cristina Sanders, 
October 30, 10am

Two Raw Sisters  
Simple Fancy with Margo and Rosa Flanagan and Lizzie 
Russell, October 30, 12pm

Damn Good Yarns  
Nicky Pellegrino and Charity Norman with Catherine 
Robertson, October 30, 2pm

Launch Of ‘Tarquin The Honest’  
With Gareth Ward, October 30, 4pm

Tarquin’s Dungeons & Dragons Multiverse 
Extravaganza  
With Gareth Ward, October 30, 5pm

The Hawke’s Bay Readers Writers Festival kicks off on October 22 and promises a weekend 
packed full of fascinating conversations on storytelling and the burning issues of the day.



Visual Arts

Family

Whiria!
Sat 15 Oct, 10am - 4pm, Toitoi, Assembly Ballroom

FREE

Whiria means to plait, a call to bring people together 
- so we are weaving and encouraging interaction. 
Come and see what this beautiful artform is about. For 
one day only, at Toitoi’s beautiful Assembly Ballroom 
immerse yourself in the work of Kahungungu weavers 
as they display their work, demonstrate traditional 
and contemporary methods and offer free creative 
workshops. 

As part of Whiria!, we are proud to showcase stunning 
woven works, paintings and carvings by a number of 
talented Kahungungu artists in a beautiful exhibition. 

Stories and waiata by Pereri King and Denise Keelan, 
Guest speaker John Turi-Tiakitai and a stunning fashion 
show featuring the collections of designers Shona 
Tawhiao and Taongahuia Maxwell complete the day.

Hawke’s Bay Art Trail
Sat 22 – Mon 24 Oct, 10am-4pm 
Galleries and Studios across 
Hawke’s Bay

FREE

Labour Weekend is your chance 
to visit studios and galleries as 
they throw open their doors to welcome you. Meet 
creatives in their special places, hear their visions 
and processes and of course, purchase their beautiful 
work!

The Trail showcases Hawke’s Bay Art Guide 
participants and will include workshops and 
demonstrations. Maps and Trail information are 
available from early October, from cafes and shops, 
i-Sites, libraries, Creative Arts Napier, Hastings 
Community Arts Centre, participating HB Art Guide 
venues and online at www.hawkesbayartguide.co.nz.

Waiohiki Creative!
Fri 21- Mon 24 Oct, Waiohiki Creative Arts Village 
FREE

A warm welcome awaits visitors to the thriving arts 
hub that is Waiohiki Creative Arts Village. A community 
of more than 100 potters, painters, sculptors and 
mixed-media artists. Come out to see artists at work, 
and try your hand at some of the offerings below.

EARTH, FOOD AND FIRE  
Fri 21 – Mon 24 Oct, 5pm-10pm

A wonderland of flickering flames will light up the Arts 
Village. Enjoy fire sculptures by artists including Ricks 
Terstappen and Lance Greaves; live music, food stalls, 
the ancient Japanese art of Raku pottery firing, African 
drumming, and fire performers.

TARADALE POTTERY CLUB OPEN STUDIO  
Fri 21 – Mon 24 Oct, 10am to 4pm

Talk to the potters at work and play with clay yourself.

STONE CARVING  
Sun 23 Oct, 10am-4pm

Carve a piece of Oamaru stone with sculptor Chris 
Elliott. Tools and stone supplied, adults and children 
welcome.

CREATE SMALL POTTERY PIECES with Award-winning 
potter Scott Brough (bookings essential).

CHILDREN’S TREASURE HUNT – unravel the clues that 
will lead you through artists’ studios toward art prize 
treasures.

ROFL
(Rolling on the Floor Laughing)

Fri 21 Oct, 1pm, Toitoi, Opera House Recommended 
age: 4+

Back at the 2022 Festival by Poopular demand!

Join our Aussie pals The Listies - Rich and Matt - for 
a comedy extravaganza jam-packed with magically 
stupid stuff.

ROFL sees The Listies tackle the most terrifyingly 
tortuous family situation of all: BEDTIME. Featuring 
toilet paper cannons, a real life Cowasaurus, lullabies 
of doom, a panoply of puns, and possibly one too 
many gags.

“Nobody else does comedy for kids this brilliantly, 
but what’s more astounding is that adults have just as 
much fun.” - Sydney Morning Herald

Tröll
Sat 29 Oct, 1pm, MTG Century Theatre 
Recommended age: 8+

From internationally acclaimed Trick of the Light 
Theatre (The Bookbinder – a sell-out of the 2019 
Hawke’s Bay Arts Festival) comes a lo-fi wi-fi fable, 
combining storytelling, projection, and puppetry.

As mobile phones become light sources, laptops 
transform into skyscrapers, and charger cords morph 
into puppets, Tröll tells a story both mythic and 
modern, in the vein of Stranger Things. A truly spell-
binding theatre experience for adults and children 
alike – don’t miss it!

“Fascinating to watch and never ceases to amaze... 
A wonderful mix of mythological and modern 
storytelling.” - Dominion Post

Tutus on Tour – presented by The Royal 
New Zealand Ballet 
Sat 15 Oct, 7pm, Napier Municipal Theatre 
Recommended age: 5+

A carefully curated selection of works which will 
showcase the Royal New Zealand Ballet at their best, 
from beloved classical favourites to recent works that 
have claimed a rightful place on the international 
stage. A family programme for all ages, watch the 
dancers of the RNZB perform their favourites works. 
One show only – seats are guaranteed to sell fast!

Nuit Blanche - Art After Dark Street 
Festival, FREE event
Sat 15 Oct, 6pm – 10pm, Napier CBD

For one night Napier’s Arts Quarter will come alive to 
play host to Nuit Blanche

- Art After Dark. A night of brilliant performances and 
magical discoveries when Napier’s galleries, laneways 
and carparks become the stage for moving image 
projections, street performance, contemporary art 
exhibitions, soul choir, dance, installations, live music 
and DJ’s.

Grab a drink or bite to eat from the local bars, cafés 
or restaurants alongside delicious offerings from food 
trucks and pop-up stalls.

Biggie and Smalls 2v2 All Style Dance 
Battle
Sat 15 Oct, 7pm 
Napier Arts Quarter (part of Nuit Blanche)

New Zealand’s Hip Hop and street dance collective, 
Projekt Team brings you some of the biggest and 
baddest freestyle names in the country, teamed up 
with new and emerging freestyle dancers from the 
East Coast.

Everything about Biggie & Smalls is impromptu… 
random selection of Hip Hop music; random paired 
Biggie & Smalls teams; and freestyle / improvised 
movement. And the best part, YOU ARE THE JUDGE.

Audience members will judge all battle rounds to 
determine who will be crowned the Biggie & Smalls 
Champions of the 2022 Hawke’s Bay Festival! In 
preparation for the Battle, the Projekt Team will be 
running youth dance workshops in Hastings during 
the last week of the school holidays. For workshop 
enquiries email projektteam.nz@gmail.com.

The Air Between Us
Sat 15 Oct, 6 & 9pm, Napier Arts Quarter, CBD (as 
part of Nuit Blanche) Sun 16 Oct, 3 & 6pm, Civic 
Square, Hastings

A captivating piece of outdoor aerial dance. Spiralling 
into the air, Rodney Bell and Chloe Loftus are expertly 
counterweighted and supported by a bespoke rigging 
design which allows them to perform like planets 
circling each other. A completely mesmerising display.

We need volunteers!!
Volunteering at the Festival is a fantastic way for 
anyone with an interest in arts and events to get 
involved with a flexible, rewarding, short-term 
commitment – and to meet great people. Jump on 
over to the ‘Support Us’ section of www.hbaf.co.nz 
to find out more.
As Hawke’s Bay’s premier annual Arts event, this 
is your chance to immerse yourself in the Arts for 
two weeks. The hard work has been done bringing 
together a selection of international, national and 
regional offerings of the highest calibre. We invite 
you to make the end of October your annual Arts 
holiday – the only place you need to be is here.
For further information and tickets, please visit 
www.hbaf.co.nz.

Whiria! is a feature event of the Festival. We 
encourage you to join us and take some time to 
connect with each other and the people who are 
sharing their talent and their aroha.

Visit www.hbaf.co.nz for a full schedule of activities 
and workshop registration.

Uku Clay Ceramics Awards 2022
Mon 3 – Sat 29 Oct, Hastings Community Arts Centre,

FREE

The much-anticipated return of Uku Clay Hawke’s Bay 
– the Biennial National Ceramics Exhibition. Hosted 
by Arts Inc. Heretaunga, this will be a feast for avid 
ceramics enthusiasts and art lovers alike, featuring 
some of the best clay works from our region and 
around New Zealand. 



Playgrounds update
Across the district we’re installing new, or upgrading existing playgrounds – it’s a big 
programme of work and great progress is being made. Go to www.hastingsdc.govt.
nz/hastings/projects/playground-projects/ to keep up to date.

Lawrie Cooke Reserve 
This new playground, set in the residential 
development of Lyndhurst is set to open early 
November. It’s named after the noted Hastings 
nurseryman Lawrie Cooke who established a number 
of nursery sites in Lyndhurst and the wider Frimley 
area.  

The design of this playground is inspired by this 
history incorporating “fruit-themed” elements such 
as balancing balls, ‘fruit bin’ climbing frame and 
slide and a play tractor. The plan also includes a mini 
orchard of edible fruit trees, kindly been donated by 
LE Cooke Nursery, which will be planted next planting 
season.

Ngaruroro Ave Reserve 
A new water reservoir and treatment facility for the 
Whakat  water network is being built in this reserve, 
alongside improvements including: Upgrading the 
existing basketball court with a new half court, 
adding a new shelter with double barbecue and 
picnic tables, new play equipment including a dual 
flying fox, new paths for access into the park, seating 
and landscaping.

The park is expected to be opened to the public mid-
November with a date for an official opening to be 
confirmed in the next 3 weeks.

Havelock North Village Green
Work on an upgrade to the Village Green playground 
is progressing well and Council is hoping to open the 
playground up again to the public mid-October.

This project includes extra seating, shade sails, a 
new playground surface, and new play equipment, 
donated by the Mackersey family.

Some of this equipment will not be installed until the 
end of October as it’s been impaced by international 
shipping delays.

Ron Giorgi III 
The Ron Giorgi III Park playground upgrade is due 
to start from mid-to-late October, pending no 
unforeseen delays. Following engagement with the 
community on what they would like to see here, 
the plan is to have a flying fox, swings, a scooter 
path, see-saw and slide mound. Shade, seating and 
a drinking fountain are also included, which will 
complement the newly installed basketball court. 

St Leonards
The Raureka Parks Reserve Management Plan 
identified the need to upgrade the playground at 
St Leonards Park, which is set to include new play 
equipment, toilets and off-street parking.

The playground takes some inspiration from the 
neighbouring stockyards in its themes and design. 
Play pieces will include a bespoke tower unit with an 
enclosed slide, farm scene, swings and more. Work 
on the upgrade is likely to start in March next year.

Pop-up pump track

After most recently being installed at Essex Park, 
Whakat , the pop-up pump track was on the move 
again last month.

It made an appearance at the Blossom Festival and 
has now been moved to Anderson Park in Havelock 
North, where it will remain for about three months, 
after which it will be moved to Kirkpatrick Park at 
Camberley from mid-December 2022 to March 2023.

The pop-up pump track will be visiting three to four 
parks each year from the start of 2023 onwards. If you 
would like to see the pump track spend some time in 
your neighbourhood park please email parks@hdc. 
govt.nz and the team will see if there is a suitable site

Cornwall Park 
Work has started on an extension to the Cornwall 
Park playground focused on creating a fun, inclusive 
space for children of all abilities.  This was one of the 
actions from the Cornwall Park Reserve Management 
Plan, adopted by Council in 2019.

Council has sought feedback from a number of user 
reference groups about what equipment would best 
be suited for the varied needs of our community, so it 
will be fully accessible for wheelchair users as well as 
children of all abilities, complementing the adjoining 
main playground.

Users will be able to make use of the new wheelchair 
swing, which replaced the previous Liberty Swing, 
extra swings, a carousel, car-themed springer and 
musical chimes.

This playground extension is being developed 
alongside the former tea kiosk redevelopment which 
will include a fully accessible changing places room 
for park users with higher needs.

Council is hoping to open the new playground 
extension before Christmas, pending work on 
the upgrade of the former tea kiosk to provide a 
community space.

Flaxmere Skate Plaza 

The construction crew are well underway building 
the ramps and other features of the new plaza that 
will have more than 20 skate elements!  The aim is to 
have the plaza completed and ready for use by the 
end of the year.

Waiaroha
The two five million litre water tanks at the Waiaroha 
water storage and treatment facility on the corner 
of Southampton St and Hastings St are at their full 
height, and work has begun building the treatment 
plant located between them.

At the end of last month the concrete walls for the 
treatment facility started being installed.

With the installation of pipes and connections that 
will link the facility to the existing drinking water 
network within central Hastings complete, one of the 
next steps is installing a new water supply bore.

The Waiaroha Education Building and associated 
groundworks are under construction, also due for 
completion in July 2023.

Drinking water 
update
The upgrade of our reticulated drinking 
water systems is nearing the finish line. 
By July next year, the whole programme 
of works will be completed, supplying 
safe drinking water to those on the main 
urban networks, as well those supplied 
by the seven small community supplies.

Frimley
At Frimley Park, we have a new eight million litre 
water reservoir and treatment facility. Three new 
water supply bores have been drilled and, with the 
facility largely finished, the next stage will be testing 
and commissioning.

The removal of the maintenance area and sheds 
on Frimley Park has largely been completed, with 
a remaining building due for removal after the 
treatment building has been completed.

NEW PARK SPACE
The removal of the maintenance area and sheds 
on Frimley Park has largely been completed, with 
a remaining building due for removal after the 
treatment building has been completed. The removal 
was agreed to during community discussions on 
developing the drinking water infrastructure on 
the park, with the land to be reintegrated into 
the park. A plan for the use of the newly freed-up 
0.2-hectare space is part of the draft 10-year Reserve 
Management Plan which has just been out for public 
consultation. Final decisions on the plan are due later 
this year.

 

Small communities
All the design, consents, and land requirements have 
been finalised for the seven small community drinking 
water upgrades identified in Hastings’ Drinking Water 
Strategy.

Haumoana, Esk/Whirinaki, Waim rama, Te P hue 
and Clive Water treatment plants are complete and 
operational, while a facility at Waipatiki is in the 
commissioning phase and the one at Whakat  under 
construction.



What’s on... OCTOBER 2022 

FREE EVENTSFREE

Hastings District Libraries
HASTINGS LIBRARY – Cnr Eastbourne and Warren Sts
FLAXMERE LIBRARY – Swansea Road
HAVELOCK NORTH LIBRARY – Te Mata Road
www.hastingslibraries.co.nz 

Can You Handle the Steam? 
1 – 16 OCTOBER
HASTINGS, HAVELOCK NTH & FLAXMERE LIBRARIES
This Spring School Holidays we’ve got heaps happening 
across our three libraries to keep the kids entertained. Check 
out the listings on the website and don’t forget to keep 
checking in with us on Facebook and Instagram, too!

Late Night Which Craft: Quilting for Beginners 
with Keirunga Quilters
13 & 20 OCTOBER | 5PM – 7PM
HASTINGS LIBRARY
Come along and learn the basics from local quilting artists. 
No experience necessary. All materials provided. Registrations 
required. This workshop is intended for adults 18+

Hastings Landmarks Talks – Resumed!
11 OCTOBER | 5:30PM
HASTINGS WAR MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
Liz Pinder discussing “Boots on the Mountains” with the 
Heretaunga Tramping Club – a Club now 85 years old. Gold 
coin donation. 

Hastings City Art Gallery
201 Eastbourne Street East, Hastings | FREE ENTRY
P. (06) 871 5095 or E. hastingsartgallery@hdc.govt.nz
www.hastingscityartgallery.co.nz

EXHIBITIONS

Essentially Medieval - What did Rita Angus 
Mean? Peter Ireland 
UNTIL 30 OCTOBER 
Ireland’s oil paintings on paper portray him as a religious 
painter, due to his fascination with Christian symbols and 
Renaissance painting traditions. However, Ireland doesn’t wax 
lyrical when it comes to religion, instead leaving it up to the 
viewer to decode the layers of meaning within the frame. 

Terminus: Jess Johnson & Simon Ward
UNTIL 24 OCTOBER
Bookings are required on weekends, public holidays and 
during school holidays. Go to www.eventfinda.co.nz to book.

Landscapes of Loss: Lisa Chandler  
UNTIL 4 DECEMBER 
An exhibition for the times and the people, ‘Landscapes of 
Loss’ acknowledges how a global pandemic, climate change 
and ongoing conflicts impact the human psyche and offers 
tonics of connection, community, love and hope.

EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

FREE Kids Drop-In Art Days
DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
4, 11 OCTOBER AND 6, 13 OCTOBER | 10AM – 3PM
Come along to the gallery and get creative with fun, free art 
activities related to our current exhibitions! FREE, no booking 
required.

Hastings Public Art: Walking Tour
22 OCTOBER | 11:00AM (LABOUR WEEKEND).
Join our Hastings City Art Gallery guide John Eaden, 
for a fascinating tour of the much loved public art of 
Hastings.  Meet at the gallery entrance in Civic Square, next 
to the Hastings Library. FREE, no booking required (approx. 
90 mins). 

Arts Inc. Heretaunga
106 Russell Street South | FREE ENTRY
P. (06) 878 9447 or E. info@artsinc.co.nz
More info: www.artsinc.co.nz  

UKU Clay Hawke’s Bay - Ceramics Awards 2022
3 – 29 OCTOBER| 
MON-FRI 9:30AM – 4:00PM & SAT 10AM – 2PM 
Hastings Community Arts Centre

Join us for the much-anticipated return of Uku Clay Hawke’s 
Bay – the Biennial National Ceramics Exhibition. A feast for 
avid ceramics enthusiasts, featuring some of the best clay 
works from our region and around New Zealand.  Paul Maseyk 
(Selector) will announce the winners at the official opening on 
Friday October 7.

Hawke’s Bay Arts Festival
OCT 14 – OCT 30
VARIOUS VENUES ACROSS HAWKE’S BAY
Come and join us for the 8th annual Hawke’s Bay Arts Festival.  
With 65 shows on offer, take your pick from a programme of 
theatre, music, dance, opera, comedy, cabaret, family events, 
visual arts, free shows and literary events!   
Check out hbaf.co.nz for details.

Special Days this month
OCTOBER 2022

10th WORLD MENTAL HEALTH DAY

10th FIJI INDEPENDENCE DAY

13th WORLD SIGHT DAY

19th NIUE INDEPENDENCE DAY

21st – HAWKES BAY ANNIVERSARY DAY

24th LABOUR DAY

24th DIWALI

Hastings Sports Centre
503 Railway Road P. (06) 878 0051
More info: www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/hsc 

Hastings Kiwi Seniors 
TUESDAYS | 10.30AM – 12PM
Tailored for older adults but all ages welcome. Includes: 
Free style movements to music, resistance exercises along 
with balance movements to enhance body and mind. $5 per 
session

Open Gym – Every week:
MONDAY, TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY | 12:30PM - 2:30PM
THURSDAY | 11AM - 12:30PM
Closed October 5 & October 10-14 Cost $3 per person

Tai Chi for Beginners
THURSDAYS | 1PM – 1.45PM
Entry level Tai Chi helps improve balance, and coordination.  

Tumbling Tots
EVERY WEDNESDAY |26 OCTOBER – 14 DECEMBER
9:30AM - 10:15AM SKILL BASED SESSION
10:30AM - 11:30AM FREE PLAY SESSION
$5 per child per session

Fundamental Skills Programme 
EVERY FRIDAY | 28 OCTOBER – 9 DECEMBER
Designed for young children with physical and/or learning 
difficulties, to help them develop their fundamental skills, 
build their confidence and self-reliance. $5 per session. 

Events & Activities in the Hastings 
District
ALL MONTH

Hawke’s Bay Farmers Market
EVERY SUNDAY | 8.30AM – 12.30AM
SHOWGROUNDS HAWKE’S BAY T MOANA, KENILWORTH 
ROAD, HASTINGS
More info: www.hawkesbayfarmersmarket.co.nz

PLAY - During the School Terms
FRIDAYS | 9.15AM – 11:00AM | FLAXMERE PARK
PLAY IS PHYSICAL LEARNING ACTIVITIES. 
Wh nau come and PLAY with your tamariki in your local park - 
equipment and Sport Hawke’s Bay facilitators provided.

For more info contact Maria or Robin @ Sports Hawke’s Bay 
(06) 8459336.

Diwali
22 OCTOBER | 6PM-9PM
MITRE 10 REGIONAL SPORTS PARK
The Hindu Council of Hawkes Bay invites you to celebrate 
Diwali Festival of the Lights Live music and performances, 
Family activities, Food and craft stalls

Feast Your Eyes 
1 – 31 OCTOBER | ANY TIME
HASTINGS CBD
Follow the Hastings CBD Mural Trail and Feast Your Eyes to 
win a Feast!  You could be the winner of a $1,000 trolley 
grab at Countdown Hastings.  To be in to win, check out the 
amazing artwork and vote on your favourite.  To discover 
more, visit hastingscity.co.nz   Proudly brought to you by the 
businesses of Hastings CBD.

Lions Bookshop 
FRIDAY’S & SATURDAY’S | 10:00AM - 1:00PM   
SUNDAY’S | 9:00AM – 1:00PM   
Kenilworth entrance of Showgrounds (Opposite Golf Range)

Heretaunga Womens  
Centre
Women’s Rest Building, Cnr. Russell & Eastbourne Streets
P. (06) 878 5401
More info: www.heretaungawomenscentre.nz/

Toitoi -Hawke’s Bay  
Arts & Events Centre
101 Hastings Street South
P. (06) 871 5289 or E. info@toitoivenues.co.nz
Visit www.toitoivenues.co.nz or @toitoivenues on both 
Facebook and Instagram, for more information 

TINA Simply the Best 
5 OCTOBER | 8:00PM - 10:15PM 
Get the electrifying concert experience of Tina Turner with 
this full stage production brimming with Tina hits from the 
60s, 70s, 80s & 90s. Featuring the powerful, raspy vocals 
and thrilling stage presence of Caroline Borole live on stage, 
complete with band, brass section, backing vocalists and 
dancers to make this the definitive tribute, and a fabulous 
fun night out! Tickets from $37, buy at the Hastings iSite or at 
toitoivenues.co.nz.

HBAF 2022 - Wahine 
4 - 30 OCTOBER | TIMES VARY. 
Weaving together intimate sound stories and powerful 
portrait photography, W hine is an immersive multi-media 
arts exhibition that amplifies M ori women’s voices around 
Aotearoa. As it travels around Aotearoa, W hine expands at 
each new location, inviting a w hine from a local iwi to join 
the kaupapa. 

Flaxmere Community  
Centre
30 Swansea Road, Flaxmere
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/flaxmere-community-centre

Camberley Community  
Centre
703 Kiwi Street, Camberley
www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/camberley-community-centre

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE

FREE


