
All areas within the Hastings district have unique attributes and 
aspirations that are central to our Community Plans, which capture the 
community’s vision and the actions needed to get there.
Anything from new playgrounds to safer streets, more job opportunities, 
or a more sustainable environment can make our neighbourhoods better 
places to live, and by working together anything is achievable.
This issue covers a variety of plans, from those already established, to 
existing ones that are being renewed, to completely new plans underway.
Hastings District Council’s role is to work with communities to support 
them to consult with its residents and develop its plan, and to assist them 
to realise their goals and aspirations.
For the council team, seeing a community plan grow from an idea to a 
reality is always rewarding and is a proven recipe for success.

Welcome to the first edition of our 
quarterly Community Plan newsletter - 
keeping you up to date with what’s been 
happening with your community plan.

CHRISTMAS IN THE  
PARK AT WHAKATŪ  
AND FLAXMERE

CAMBERLEY 
COMMUNITY COMES 
FORWARD

NEW PLANS FOR  
BRIDGE PĀ AND  
TE PŌHUE

GREAT IDEAS FROM 
RAUREKA SCHOOL 
STUDENTS

This Issue
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FLAXMEREupdate
Community pride, providing 
recreational activities and ensuring 
the health, safety and wellbeing  
of community members both  
young and old are just some of  
the aspirations reflected in the  
Flaxmere Community Plan.
And, over the past six months,  
there’s been a lot to get involved in 
and celebrate.
The International Day of the Older 
Person was celebrated at Flaxmere 

Over the last year the Hugh Little, 
Sunderland Rd and Flaxmere Parks 
have been upgraded and at the end  
of November a driver’s licence 
wānanga was held at the Flaxmere 
Community Centre.
Alongside these activities, the Whānau 
First Whānau Hard collective (made 
up of community providers, Police, 
Oranga Tamariki and Hastings District 
Council) has been working together to 
support better life outcomes for gang 
members and their whānau. 
The collective has worked with about 
25 women providing drivers licensing, 
supporting further education, and 
sourcing scholarships for youth to 
both Iona and Te Aute Colleges. 
The collective has used a tool called 
Planning Alternative Tomorrows with 
Hope (PATH) with the women to 
set goals, overcome challenges and 
achieve the desired outcome.
With respect to Whānau First Whānau 
Hard, council secured $50,000 from 
the Ministry of Youth Development 
Fund. This money was used to 
contract Ikaroa Rangatahi to act as 
the backbone organisation of this 
collective.
Keeping the community up to date 
with all the goings-on in Flaxmere, 
the Flaxmere Planning Committee 
produced its fourth edition 
of the newsletter “Flaxmere 
Connect” in December. Council 
contributed $2,500 to the 
Flaxmere Connect Newsletter. 
Read it online at  
www.flaxmere.community

Age Concern in October and Street 
by Street bbq’s have been held in 
Liverpool Crescent, Montrose St and 
Swansea Rd.
Run under the Safer Hastings 
umbrella, these bbq’s are a great 
opportunity for residents and 
neighbours to meet and connect with 
each other as well as talk to agencies 
– from the Police, to the Ministry 
of Social Development and Inland 
Revenue Department.

A safe, connected  
community

Community pride

More communication



FLAXMERE 
WEST update

Council contributed $10,000 towards 
this project. 
The facilities development highlighted 
in the community plan has a significant 
focus on housing -with the desire for 
quality housing to be accessible and 
affordable.
A huge step was taken towards this 
aspiration on December 13 with the 
official opening of the first homes built 
at Waingākau Village, a project led by 
Te Taiwhenua o Heretaunga. 

The Flaxmere West Community Plan 
was launched at last year’s Christmas 
in the Park event at Len Harlen Park 
on December 13. Council contributed 
$2,800 to this event.
Priorities in the plan include having 
employment opportunities for all, 
safe streets, better and new facilities 
and enhanced sports and fitness 
opportunities.
To improve employment opportunities, 
a good, supportive education was 
highlighted as a key solution.
Kimi Ora Community School plays an 
important role in this, and at the end of 
last year a number of Year 8 students 
graduated from the school’s “Prepare 
to Succeed” programme - designed to 
help them make a smooth transition 
from primary to secondary school.

Facilities and sports 
development

Employment 
opportunities for all

Safety in our streets

Kimi ora: Some of the graduates 
of the Kimi Ora Community School 
“Prepare to Succeed” programme.

Weaving: As part of the activities at Christmas in 
the Park, wāhine from Te Taiwhenua o Heretaunga 
held some sessions teaching people to weave.



CAMBERLEYupdate

The community plan for Camberley 
is being refreshed and council 
officers have been engaging with the 
community to find out what they 
want to happen in their suburb.

The survey was distributed through 
digital survey monkeys, as well as at 
street bbq’s at Kiwi Place, Kirkpatrick 
Park, Kōtuku Street and Huia Street, 
the Camberley Community Centre, 
and to senior housing residents.
It was also promoted through the 
Camberley Community Centre 
Facebook page and shared to other 
Camberley Facebook pages.
In total, 68 surveys were filled out 
by a mix of rangatahi, adults and 
kaumātua.
The initial feedback shows more than 
half the residents know that there 
is a community plan for Camberley 
and some of the things achieved 
through that plan, such as the splash 
pad, barbecue, basketball courts, and 
more activities at the Camberley 
Community Centre.
Many told us that they had some 
concerns about opportunities for our 
rangatahi, safety and mental health.
Most of the community wanted 
more things to do, more events and 
activities, increased safety around 
lighting and traffic, and more health 
services and jobs.
We appreciate people taking the time 
to give us their feedback as these 
plans are designed to come from and 
be for the community.

At the end of last year, a survey 
was developed asking residents 
what changes they had seen in the 
community since the current plan 
was formed in 2016.
They were also asked if they had any 
concerns about what was happening 
in the community that they wanted 
sorted out in new community plan.
Any new ideas or offers to be 
involved in developing the new plan 
were welcomed.

More jobs

More events  
and activities

Increased safety



RAUREKAupdate

WHAKATŪ update

More activities 
for the kids

A safe, friendly  
thriving community

The Whakatū community enjoyed their 
Christmas in the Park event – the 
Whakatū Whānau Festival -at Essex 
Crescent on December 7. 
The park was packed out with 
friends and family enjoying food and 
entertainment, and on the night the 
new David Trubridge bus shelter was 
unveiled. Council contributed $20,000 
towards the bus shelter.

This new community plan is in the 
early stages of its development and 
late last year about 80 students from 
Ebbett Park School and Raureka 
School gave feedback on their vision 
for the suburb.
The aim was to find out from the kids 
in Raureka what they want for their 
community, and their ideas will be 
used to inspire their parents.

Being inspired should be easy  
with some of the big ideas that  
came out of these sessions, such  
as a walking track around Raureka, 
a swimming pool, a treehouse with a 
slide, a flying fox and a petting zoo.



TE PŌHUE update

BRIDGE PĀupdate

A series of community meetings 
have been held with the Te Pōhue 
community since September and 
have been very well attended.
Stakeholders including the NZTA, 
Hawke’s Bay Civil Defence, Meridian, 
New Zealand Police and HDC staff 
have also been at the meetings.

Setting a path 
forward

The Bridge Pa community plan is in 
the middle stages of the development 
process before it goes live.  
Engaging with relevant community 
leaders continues to establish ways to 
share resource aspirations together.

Sustainability

Telling our 
history

Community safety

Three priorities have been identified: 
community sustainability, increased 
community safety, and growth and 
development.
The community wants to include 
a community profile that tells the 
area’s history, speaks to its diversity, 
describes the relationship with the 
city, and discusses significant sites.
A draft plan was shared with the 
community over the Chirstmas break 
before a further meeting in February 
or March to finalise the plan.
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