
Welcome to the April issue of the Connecting Communities newsletter, keeping you up to date with 
activities that have been happening in your neighbourhood.
This month is an important one for Council as we seek feedback on our Long Term Plan (LTP) 2021-2031. 
The LTP sets a programme of our most significant work and investment for the next 10 years, it’s a plan that 
is reviewed and talked about with our community every three years, and ultimately tells you what your rates 
may look like over the next decade.
There are two strong themes in this plan: maintain and grow. Council wants to continue our district’s 
exciting momentum by continuing to invest in new infrastructure and projects to support the local economy 
and jobs – but we need to do it in a manageable way. 
We also need to maintain our essential assets, and have worked hard to present a draft plan that balances 
keeping rates as affordable as possible, while investing in our critical assets and getting the basics right.

Your voice is important
Tell us what you think our priorities should be by going online to www.myvoicemychoice.co.nz or completing 
and returning the freepost card inside the consultation document that will be arriving in your letterbox.

 Sandra Hazlehurst 
Mayor, Hastings District Council

Tell us what you think

Submissions close on Friday 7 May 2021
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MARAEKĀKAHOupdate

CLIVEupdate

The car parking area outside the 
Maraekākaho Hall, school and 
early childhood centre has been 
transformed in recent weeks.
Improving this area was an action in 
the Maraekākaho Community Plan 
and the results are a great success.
The 9th annual Maraekākaho Country 
Market Day was held on Saturday, 
March 20 at the Maraekākaho Sports 
Grounds. During the event Focus 
MKK engaged with the community on 
what they would like for Maraekākaho, 
and also shared details of completed 
objectives in the Community Plan.
Finally, local businesses have 
supported the installation of two more 
rural neighbourhood watch signs.

Members of the Clive community 
have met to start discussions on setting 
up a Community Garden.  
Community Gardens are a great way 
to gather like-minded people to create 
a shared spaced where everyone is 
welcome to care and contribute.  

There are many benefits to developing a 
community garden including; increasing 
access to fresh foods, increasing 
physical activity through garden 
maintenance activities, increasing 
access to fresh fruit and vegetables and 
social interaction to name a few. 



FLAXMEREupdate
Gaining a driver’s licence is an 
important tool for people seeking 
employment, and now Flaxmere has 
two qualified driving instructors to help 
our Pasifika community members get 
legal behind the wheel.
Until now there has been no qualified 
Pasifika driving instructors in Hawke’s 
Bay – but Malia Onesi, and Ave 
Faka’osi have changed that, completing 
their I-endorsement training course in 
December last year.
Now they are based at Kainga Pasifika 
Services in Flaxmere to help as many 
people as they can to overcome some 
of the cultural and language issues.
The Got Drive Community Trust 
helped administer the funding and 
coordinate the I-Endorsement course 
the pair completed.
Their work also supports the action 
area of the Matariki - Hawke’s Bay 
Regional Development Strategy 
to enable economic, inclusive and 
sustainable growth.

WAIPATUupdate
The SH51/Waipatu Marae safety 
improvement project is expected to 
be finished by early June. This project 
arose from the Waipatu Community 
Plan and was fast-tracked thanks to 
Central Government funding Council 
applied for and received as part of its 
COVID-19 recovery response.

The works will enhance safety through 
roading and streetlight improvements, 
shared pathways for pedestrians and 
cyclists linking Waipatu Marae to the 
city centre, and improved stormwater 
management in the road corridor.

Since October last year three Flaxmere 
Night Markets have been held celebrating 
the Fabulous Flaxmere community.
All up thousands of people have come 
to check out the festivities, including 
entertainment, karaoke, prize draws, 
grocery grabs, food trucks and more.
Organised by the Flaxmere Village 
Retailers Association and supported by 
Hastings District Council and generous 
sponsors, the aim of the events was to 
bring the community together for fun, 
and they have been hugely popular.
With winter nearly upon us, just one more 
event is left to go in this series, being held 
in the carpark of the Flaxmere Village 
Shopping Centre on April 15.

Malia Onesi, left, and Ave Faka’osi are based 
at Kainga Pasifika in Tenby Terrace, Flaxmere

FLAXMERE 
NIGHT MARKETS



A new drinking water reservoir has 
been installed and the new water 
treatment plant constructed, with the 
plant scheduled to be supplying the 
community in early April. The plant 
was officially opened on March 26.
At the March community meeting 
at the Te Pōhue Golf Club, Meridian 
representatives gave an update on 
the Harapaki Windfarm. They also 
mentioned that job opportunities 
would be made available for locals – 
with vacancies now being posted on 
the Meridian website. The early  
stages of the three-year project 
would be highly concentrated on  
civil works jobs. 
Once the windfarm becomes 
operational there would be a 
committee to oversee an annual 
$50,000 fund available for 
community projects. Once fully 
operational the project would power 
70,000 houses.

TE PŌHUEupdate

A police representative also gave an 
update on the topic of poaching in 
the district and the lengths that some 
of these poachers are going to. 
There also seems to be an increase 
with known groups from outside the 
district making overnight excursions 
into Te Pōhue to poach on privately 
owned properties, something the 
Police are currently monitoring.
As with any of this type of suspicious 
behaviour, it is always recommended 
that the Police should be notified in 
the first instance, as a high number 
of these poachers are armed.

Te Pōhue School students 
are taken for a tour through 

the newly installed water 
treatment plant

Last but not least, everyone in 
attendance was given a copy of the  
Te Pōhue draft community plan to 
take away and provide feedback by the 
next community meeting.



WHAKATŪ update
Council is working with the 
community on an upgrade to the 
current pump station at Ngaruroro 
Reserve.  
The upgrade is needed to ensure 
that there is supply available as a 
back-up should there be some sort 
of natural disaster and the existing 
infrastructure fail. 

MAYFAIR MAHORAupdate update
Representatives from the Mayfair 
community are still working on 
starting the feasibility study for a 
community hub. 
The speed calming that was due to go 
in outside the school on Riverslea Rd 
this month has been held up as a result 
of COVID-19 with supplies coming via 
shipping from overseas.

Engagement is about to commence 
with the Mahora community to 
develop their Community Plan!

The community is also working on a 
roading plan on Station and Railway 
Roads to reduce the speeding and 
safety issues that currently exist. 



CAMBERLEY

CAPE COAST

update

update

The Camberley Community Plan 
2020-2025 will be presented to 
Hastings District Council’s Greater 
Communities sub-committee on April 
13, followed by a full presentation to 
the Strategy & Policy committee on 
May 4 at the Camberley Community 
Centre for endorsement.  
The community has identified three 
key priority areas; community 
wellbeing, community safety 
and community facilities and 
infrastructure.  

Works to provide more coastal 
protection were either underway or 
finished in the past three months, 
including the Waimārama seawall and 
Paparewa reserve protection which are 
now complete. 
Work at Cape View Corner is in a 
resource consent phase with both 
Hastings District Council and Hawke’s 
Bay Regional Council. 
At Haumoana a row of houses on the 
seaward side of Clifton Road are being 
presented with options to help provide 
protection during heavy seas.

Each priority area has a range of actions 
for implementation.
Three new road islands will be going 
into Kiwi, Kotuku and Takahe Streets 
by the end of April. This is a result of 
the community wanting to address and 
reduce the risk of speeding and poor 
driving and working with council to keep 
their whānau and tamariki safe.
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