
As we near the end of a very challenging year, I would like to acknowledge our community for the 
enormous resilience, strength and kindness shown throughout 2020.  
We know it has been a difficult time through the COVID-19 lockdown and we will continue to support 
the community in months to come.
As our important community plan leaders, you helped care for and provide for all of our people. We are 
enormously grateful for your support through this time.
Despite these challenges, we also achieved so much in Hastings this year. We received national and 
international awards for our Opera House, our Havelock North Village Green, Flaxmere and Cornwall 
Parks, and also secured $160m of government funding for infrastructure, youth employment, marae 
and rural hall improvements.
We are also very proud of being named New Zealand’s most beautiful large town and taking out the 
Keep NZ Beautiful Supreme Award.
Thank you to all of you outstanding community leaders – without you, Hastings would not be such a 
great place to live, work and play.

I hope you all have a very Merry Christmas and a safe New Year. 

Sandra Hazlehurst 
Mayor, Hastings District Council
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FLAXMEREupdate

CLIVEupdate

Building community pride and 
wellbeing are cornerstones of the 
Flaxmere Community Plan and there’s 
been lots happening in the last half of 
2020 to support these aims.
Most recently were the first of several 
monthly Fabulous Flaxmere Night 
Markets being held from October to 
March next year.
Hundreds of people enjoyed coming 
together in the Flaxmere Village to 
enjoy the entertainment on offer, grab 
dinner from the food trucks, and enter 
competitions for prizes – Flaxmere 
Pride was bursting at these events.

The annual Christmas in the Park 
event on December 5 was another 
fun-filled event bringing whānau 
together with a Christmas movie, 
entertainment, bouncy castles, food 
stalls and park activities.
This year Flaxmere Park was named 
New Zealand’s Active Park of the 
Year, in the 2020 New Zealand Parks 
Awards, run by Recreation Aotearoa 
– recognition of all the work that has 
gone into upgrading the park and 
playground, led by the community’s 
ideas and vision for this beautiful space 
in the heart of Paraharakeke.

In October, a Rural Halls workshop 
and networking event was hosted 
by the Clive community, aimed at 
supporting our 21 Rural Halls across 
the Hastings District and better equip 
and support our committees and 
groups to manage their individual Halls. 

We were also able to officially launch 
our rural halls maintenance funding 
round and our rural halls health and 
safety toolbox during the workshop, 
which was well attended by a number of 
our rural community members.



FLAXMERE WEST

WHAKATŪupdate

There’s been a lot of activity in 
Flaxmere West over the past six 
months – the most exciting being the 
completed construction of the new 
Kimi Ora Community School.
A true community collaborative effort, 
this new school represents innovation 
inside and out from its stunning indoor 
learning spaces to the playground 
that connects the school to the wider 
community. Well done Kimi Ora!

The Whakatū community has been 
lobbying Council for more than 10 years 
to introduce speed calming to stop cars 
speeding in and around the residential 
community and also to deter big truck 
and trailer loads who use Whakatū as a 
short cut route. Plans have been drafted 
by Council for both the community 

Across the way, building developments 
are progressing or underway providing 
more homes in the suburb. For the 
last few months, earthworks have been 
carried out at Tarbet St where Hastings 
District Council is preparing 17 lots 
for sale, and where another 18 public 
houses will be built.
Progress is also continuing at 
Waingākau Village where Te Taiwhenua 
o Heretaunga have built three houses 
to date, with another three currently 
being completed, and another 
three in consent stage. In total, the 
development comprises 120 high-
quality, affordable homes, designed 
to give whānau an entry into home 
ownership.

and the local businesses on Railway and 
Station Rds, to be approved before any 
work can go ahead. The new measures 
are designed not to impact on the 
ongoing and day-to-day operations of 
the businesses who already operate in 
area or streets identified in the plan.

update



RAUREKA

CAPE 
COAST

MAYFAIRupdate

In the last six months Ebbett Park 
underwent a transformation with the 
upgrade of its playground, as well as 
the installation of a new toilet, extra 
seating, picnic tables, a drinking 
fountain and a new off-street car 
parking area off Gordon Rd.
Council collated the ideas and 
thoughts shared by the local 
community, park users and local 
students from Ebbett Park School to 
help develop the approved playground 
plan for the park. The design reflects 
the surrounding natural woodland 
character of the park and offers a fun 
playful space for everyone to enjoy.

At the end of November a managed 
introduction of the new Haumoana and  
Te Awanga water source began, providing 
better quality drinking water for these 
communities. The Parkhill community  
will be connected in the New Year.

It’s anticipated work will start next year on speed calming outside 
the school on Willowpark Rd to slow down traffic outside Mayfair 
school. This has been an ongoing issue for the school and the 
community for over 10 years. The speeding during school days 
and weekends affects the school children and the users of Bill 
Mathewson Park on Saturdays and during week nights.
A feasibility study for a community centre is also due to be 
undertaken in 2021.

update

update

There was a great turnout at the 
official opening in October, guests 
included Hastings mayor Sandra 
Hazlehurst, a number of councillors 
and relatives of George Ebbett, 
the former Mayor of Hastings 
who donated the land back to the 
community in the 1920’s. 
In August, the brand new community 
noticeboard was installed at the 
Oliphant Rd entrance to Ebbett 
Park. This will allow the community, 
as well as the local schools and 
kindergartens, the opportunity to 
promote any community events or 
school activities in the area. The key 
to the noticeboard is at Ebbett Park 
School reception.



MARAEKĀKAHOupdate

TE PŌHUEupdate

Planting days, roading improvements, 
and Landmarks awards – it’s been a 
busy few months for the Maraekakaho 
community, which is half way through 
its community plan 2017-2022. 

In September another successful 
planting day was held at the gateway 
to the river area, adding to previous 
efforts to renovate, restore and enhance 
the area around the war memorial that 
earned Focus MKK a Landmarks award 
in the History category.

A major concern for the Te Pōhue 
community as identified in their 
community plan is the safety of State 
Highway 5. In September this year 
a community meeting was held to 
discuss this and other issues affecting 
the community.
At this meeting Waka Kotahi NZ 
Transport Agency is looking at ways to 
make the road safer, and continues to 
invest in proactively monitoring and 

treating skid resistance, and there will 
be an increase in resurfacing work over 
the next five years.
It will also be undertaking a technical 
assessment on the current speed limits 
for this road and will engage with the 
community further should the results 
of that indicate speed limit changes are 
appropriate. 
The agency is also continuing to 
investigate if there are other safety 
improvements it can undertake. 

The upgrade of Te Pōhue’s community 
water supply also advanced in the last 
few months with the gifting of 600m2 
of land by Rayonier Matariki Forests 
to build the new water treatment 
infrastructure on.
In addition, the community plan 
has identified the desire for a green 
recycling bin for the community. This 
is being progressed, now going through 
the resource consent application 
process.

Another highlight was Maraekakaho 
Hall receiving a share of $290,394 in 
Provincial Growth Fund investment for 
renovation and maintenance work.  
Community connection is a priority in 
the community plan and in October 
a successful event was held to 
connect groups such as the 
Church, Safer Hastings, 
Neighbourhood Support, 
the Fire Service and others.



WAIPATU

ANDERSON 
PARK

update

update

After years in the planning, roading 
and footpath changes that will improve 
safety and connectivity for the Waipatu 
community are underway, supported by 
government shovel-ready funding.
The call for the improvements were 
a big part of the development of the 
Waipatu Community Plan, and a key 
focus was making the road corridor 
alongside Waipatu Marae safer, 
particularly for children in the area
The works include speed calming and 
other safety measures on SH51 near 
Waipatu Marae, Otene Rd, Bennett Rd 
and Ruahapia Rd.

In November a pop-up event was 
held to share with the community 
information about services, activities 
and programmes available in the area.
This was a great opportunity to connect 
the community for improved safety, 
resilience and wellbeing.

A plan is also being developed to address 
flooding on the footpath alongside 
SH51, and to explore opportunities for 
additional footpaths in the area.



In October, a new mural was unveiled 
on the Camberley changing rooms 
building at Kirkpatrick Park, bringing 
the birds of some of the suburb’s 
street names to life.

Painted by local artist JR The 
Free, and designed in tandem 
with Camberley School and the 
community, it was supported through 
a Creative Communities Grant 
with further support from Hastings 
District Council.
Featured on the wall are a Huia, a 
Kotuku, a Tui and a Kiwi, set in front 
of a backdrop of hills and rivers.

CAMBERLEYupdate
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