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Season’s greetings…

Rural  
Report

Greetings everyone.  If you’re reading this you have found our Rural 
Report, well done! As chair it’s my pleasure to write a few words 
about our Rural Community Board – an entity separate from the 
district council and an independent voice for our communities.  Who 
are we and what do we do?
A quick look here on the Hastings District Council website will show 
you who we are and how to get in touch.  You will see that our board 
consists of four elected members and three appointed councillors.
Broadly, we represent and advocate for the rural community of 
Hastings District.  Our role as governors is to monitor how the 
council is performing, to oversee specific activities such as rural 
roading, rural recycling and rural rating and, where necessary, to 
make recommendations to council on these.  We make submissions 
to the council’s Long-Term Plan and are asked by the council for our 
recommendations on a wide range of topics.  Our elected members 
play an active part in many committees and working groups.  This is 
an important way in which the needs of our rural communities are 
highlighted in council business.
We do our job best when we engage with you and always appreciate 
all your thoughts, comments and questions, so please don’t hesitate 
to contact us.
The council and our community have challenging times ahead as 
inflation hits the costs of council services, especially roading, and our 
household budgets are stretched ever tighter. It is always a balance 
but our board will work hard to ensure our rural community gets the 
best services possible with value for every rating dollar.
On behalf of our board I would like to send our best wishes to you and 
your families for Christmas and 2023. 

Jonathan Stockley
Hastings district Rural Community 
Board chair

www.hastingsdc.govt.nz

Remember to 
recycle this 
Christmas!

Poukawa School 
celebrates 100 years

Poukawa School celebrated its centenary in November this 
year – an exciting milestone for this small rural school.  
Among the festivities, pupils from across the decades shared 
their stories on the day, and trees were planted to create a 
legacy for this special occasion.

https://www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/our-council/rural-community-board/


Rural Community Board Members

Jonathan Stockley  
Chair | Maraekākaho

 jonathans@hdc.govt.nz

Isabelle Crawshaw 
Board | Kaweka 

isabellec@hdc.govt.nz

Ana Apatu  
Councillor | Takitimu Māori ward

councillor.apatu@hdc.govt.nz

Marcus Buddo  
Councillor | Kahuranaki ward  
councillor.buddo@hdc.govt.nz

www.hastingsdc.govt.nz

Drinking water update
Since 2018, council has been undertaking an extensive upgrade to 
the district’s drinking water network to ensure our drinking water 
supply is safe and resilient.
This has included upgrading eight small community supplies, and a 
milestone was reached this month when the final of those eight – 
the Whakatū water reservoir and treatment facility - was completed.
The other facilities at Waimārama, Haumoana/Te Awanga, Clive, 
Te Pōhue, Whirinaki/Esk are already up and running, Waipātiki is in 
the final stages of production testing, and Whakatū’s will be turned 
on once it has gone through the testing and commissioning process 
early in the new year.
Also this month, the eight million litre drinking water storage 
reservoir and treatment facility at Frimley Park was blessed to mark 
its completion.
The final stage of the programme is the completion of the Waiaroha 
water treatment and storage facility on Southampton St East – due 
to be finished mid-way through next year.

Bridge strengthening 
progress
As part of the ongoing bridge strengthening programme, works to 
allow Rissington Bridge to accommodate heavier and taller vehicles 
was completed in the past year, and work was well advanced on 
strengthening Heays Gorge and Tawa Bridges. 
A programme to evaluate all bridges was completed and designs 
for Kaiwaka, Peach Gully, Arapaoanui, Lambs Hill No.2, Black and 
Awanui bridges got underway. Work has started on Peach Gully 
Bridge on Waimarama Rd.

Rural recycling
The rural recycling stations located in communities across 
the district are being well-used and Council staff are very 
appreciative of the community pro-actively monitoring and 
letting them know if there are any issues to report.
On the whole there’s very little contamination, so this 
means that everything that’s being dropped off to be 
recycled can be recycled.
The Christmas holidays often mean there’s more rubbish 
produced and recycling becomes an even more important 
way to manage the volume of waste going to our landfill.
Here’s a reminder of what type of plastics and cans are able 
to be recycled …

Abby Morley
Board | Tutira  

abbym@hdc.govt.nz

Vicki Scoular  
Board  | Poukawa 

 vickis@hdc.govt.nz

Tania Kerr 
Councillor | Mohaka ward  

councillor.kerr@hdc.govt.nz


