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WASTE AWARENESS NEWSLETTER
WORKING TOGETHER TO MAKE LANDFILL OUR LAST CHOICE

Welcome to this month’s newsletter. It has been 
a quiet month in terms of public facing events 
however, our team are working behind the scenes 
on a number of different, longer term projects.

Go to hastings.govt.nz/waste-minimisation-fund for more  
information or email reducewaste@hdc.govt.nz

Got ideas to reduce waste?
We’ve got funds to help!

Monthly: Up to $2,000 Annually: Up to $20,000 

We support projects that avoid, 
reduce or minimise waste creation.

• Schools
• Community groups

• Businesses
• Individuals

WHAT?

HOW MUCH?

WHO?

This month Sam and Cloe from the waste minimisation team attended 
the Hawke’s Bay Funding Roadshow to share some information on our 
contestable waste minimisation funds. 

As a reminder, we have two types of funds available:

• Monthly Waste Minimisation Contestable Fund
 Available for small applications under $2000. Applications are 

considered each month from February to November each year, with  
a pool of $2000 available each month.

•  Annual Large Waste Minimisation Contestable Fund
 Available once per year for applications over $2000 from a total pool  

of $20,000.

Applications will be open in September 2021.

You can be a business, community group, school, charity, or individual 
applying for these funds. Your project must align with the Waste 
Management and Minimisation Plan and have results in the Hastings 
district. The project may grow or expand to neighbouring districts.

https://www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/hastings/grants/waste-minimisation-fund/#:~:text=The%20Waste%20Minimisation%20Fund%20supports,Minimisation%20and%20Management%20Plan%202018.


It is with sadness that we share that the Environment Centre’s manager 
Richard Croad will be leaving in June. Richard joined the EC just before 
lockdown restrictions were put in place in March last year and had the difficult 
task of managing the centre through the challenges of new ways of doing 
business. He has done a fantastic job and will be missed. The Environment 
Centre will be advertising for Richards replacement in the coming months.

JOINT WASTE FUTURES 
COMMITTEE MEETING
Lock it in your calendar, the next meeting for 
the Joint Waste Futures Council Committee is 
scheduled for Friday 18 June. Once reports are 
ready you can access them here.

LET’S GET HASTINGS 
REUSING COFFEE CUPS!
Every year it’s estimated that we in New Zealand throw out 
around 295 MILLION single use cups.

Bringing your own re-usable coffee cup to a café is one way to 
combat this and if that’s what you’re already doing then keep 
up the good work. But now there is another way and its set to 
be a game changer…

Enter cup swapping systems - so how does it work? You 
pay a small deposit to borrow the cup and then you get this 
refunded to you when you bring it back. Easy. The next time 
you’re there you can drop it in for a refund or you can swap 
it over for a new one to take away with your next coffee. If 
you forget it, no bother, you can borrow more than one at a 
time and bring them all back once you remember. There are 
a couple of well-known cup swapping programs such as Again 
Again and Cupcycling which you can check out for more 
information.

Our team are eager to see cafés in the Hastings District 
reduce waste from single use coffee cups and want to 
support cafes with a subsidy to trial any of the cup cycling 
programmes. Café owners will need to apply to our 
contestable fund (described above), through which HDC 
will help cover up to half of the cost of the first six months of 
joining a scheme.

Please, get the word out to your local café and encourage 
them to get on board! Our team will also be reaching out 
to individual cafes over the coming months. For more 
information email reducewaste@hdc.govt.nz

There is already one café in the Hastings district – Bay 
Espresso in Havelock North - who are leading the way and 
now offer the Again Again cup deposit scheme at their café.

ZERO WASTE PLANT 
SLEEVES INITIATIVE
A Nelson plant nursery owner has done 
a trial which ditched plastic plant pots 
in favour of a fabric plant container. 
The fabric containers worked out to be 
cheaper and were also a better option for 
transplanting. Read more here. Photo credit: Stuff article

https://www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/our-council/meetings/
https://www.againagain.co
https://www.againagain.co
https://cupcycling.nz
https://www.facebook.com/bayespressovillage/photos/a.1147637915374630/1887378434733904/
https://www.facebook.com/bayespressovillage/photos/a.1147637915374630/1887378434733904/
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/124638685/gardeners-guilty-secret-plant-nursery-trials-sustainable-plastic-pot-alternative


LONG TERM PLAN CONSULTATION - LET’S TALK RUBBISH
The Long Term Plan (LTP) is one of Council’s main planning 
tools – a 10-year look ahead that is reviewed and discussed 
with our community every three years. 

The 10-Year Plan sets out the activities, services and projects 
Council intend to deliver (including the when, where, and 
how) and how we’re planning to fund it. Ultimately, it tells you 
what your rates may look like over the next decade.

Within the LTP is the following on waste:

• Updates on the upcoming spending to Omarunui Landfill
 Council is currently undertaking the necessary planning, 

design and consenting work to enable landfill expansion to 
proceed before it fills up in about five to six years.

• Returning your additional Refuse Bin/ Recycling crates
 Properties containing additional dwellings which choose 

to receive a reduced level of service will receive a full 
refund for any additional refuse bins/crates charges if the 
bins/crates have been returned to Council prior to the 
commencement of the rating year.

• Using the Refuse Service less frequently
 Where a property chooses to use the refuse service fewer 

than 26 times per year (measured by automated lift data) 
25% remission will be applied to the rate account at the 
end of the following rating year.

The waste team were at the pop-in info sessions in Flaxmere 
and will be available to chat at the Hastings CBD session on 
Saturday 17th April, and the Havelock North CBD session on 
Saturday 24 April, both between 10am and 2pm.

If you can’t make this session but have questions, please email 
us at reducewaste@hdc.govt.nz.

To find out more info about the LTP or to make a submission, 
click here.

https://www.myvoicemychoice.co.nz/hdc/2021-2031-long-term-plan/
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An Australian company has created a waste minimising wall framing system that can 
be assembled in to panels without the need for nails, glues, or screws, meaning that at 
the end of a building’s life it is simple to deconstruct and reuse all parts of the panel. 

Read more about this interesting concept here.

We often hear stories of big businesses trashing the environment.  
This article instead talks about some of the good things big businesses are doing 
to be more sustainable, and how policy is helping to guide this momentum. 

Read more here.

DEMOLITION WASTE MINIMISATION

POSITIVE NEWS ON BIG 
BUSINESS SUSTAINABILITY

The greatest 
threat to our planet 

is the belief that 
someone else will 

save it.

https://www.hastingsdc.govt.nz/services/rubbish-and-recycling
https://xframe.com.au
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/green-business/124398564/big-businesses-under-growing-pressure-to-cut-their-environmental-impact

