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1 PURPOSE OF THIS REPORT

Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw purchased the house at 291 Te Mata Road Havelock North from the Vidal family in
1991-as a family home. They are now seeking the inclusion of their home (‘Vidal House’) in the
Proposed District Plan as a listed heritage building.

The purpose of this report is to provide an assessment of Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw’s house against the
District Plan Criteria for listing heritage items in the District Plan.

2 LEGAL DESCRIPTION

The house is located at 291 Te Mata Road Havelock North being lot 1 DP3257 an area of 4.0620 hectares
more or less. The certificate of title is HBC3/981 and the property is Fee Simple. A copy of the title for
the land is attached as Appendix 1 of this report.

3 SITE DESCRIPTION, SITE HISTORY

The site is situated on Te Mata Road approximately 270 meters to the east of the Havelock North
Residential Zone. The land falls away from Te Mata Road towards Albany Lane at a gradual rate. Refer
to the location plans attached as Appendix 2 along with a soil map of the area.

The site was part of the Bernard Chambers Te Mata holding and in 1904 he added to the 2.5 hectares of
vineyard he had planted by extending onto the Terrace and other surrounding areas. This land was a
raised terrace of friable red metal soils to the west of the original Te Mata homestead. Refer to
Appendix 4 for historic Chambers photo, survey plans of the Terrace and an old soil map.

The wine industry came under threat from the temperance movement prior to the planting of the
Terrace and the industry became difficult to function with stringent restrictions brought into place and
in 1916 the property in question was sold to Norman Johnson, farmer of Hunterville with other parts of
the wine business purchased by a Wellington company which included Reginald Collins, a wine and spirit
merchant with a shareholding retained by Bernard Chambers.

Anthony Vidal had established as a winemaker in Hastings dating back to 1905 and he leased seven
acres of the Terraces in 1917 and later purchased this land. Refer to chapter 6 for further information.

The house is located in the South Western corner of the house nearest to Te Mata Road. In 1994 a new
garage, office and laundry was built in the same form as the house and at the same time alterations
were carried out on the house to create a first floor bathroom, form a balcony and line the walls with
Gib Board. A new winery and cellar door was erected to the east of the house and completed in 1996.



The original garage on the western boundary was removed in 1999 and this area is now used as an
outdoor living space.

Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw, planted 400 lime trees in front of the house in 2016 and in 2017 planted a further
400 with the view to produce limes for sale or further processing . Refer to site plan in Appendix 3 for
the layout of the site.

The immediate surrounds of the house have been landscaped to enhance the house and to provide a
degree of privacy.

The effect of the garage complex and the landscaping has been to soften the house into the surrounding
landscape.

The site is located in the Hastings District Plan Te Mata Special Character Zone. Refer to Appendix 3 for
the District Plan Map N°47 for this area and the District Plan Appendix 49, Heritage Buildings, Te Mata
Special Character Zone. The Zone contains the outstanding natural features and landscape area — Te
Mata Peak and a Significant Amenity Character Area, the foothills of Te Mata Peak and is section 8.4 of
the District Plan.

The special zoning requires that the areas be treated with particular care to ensure the ongoing
protection of their special landscape qualities.

District Plan 8.4.2 “Anticipated Outcomes” states: It is anticipated that the following outcomes will be
achieved.

TMAO4 Protection of heritage buildings (among other things). In the event that the Bradshaw house is
listed in the District Plan Appendix 49, Heritage Buildings, Te Mata Special Character Zone, a level of
protection will be afforded to the house which will assist in ensuring that it remains as a local landmark.

District Plan 8.4.3 “Objections & Policies”, Objection TMO1 Status “To retain the existing special
character and amenity values of Te Mata Special Character Zone”.

The Bradshaw house is a significant and special landmark in the zone, the removal of which would
detrimentally affect the overall character of the zone.

Policy TMP3 Enable the use of heritage buildings as residential dwellings and for commercial activities
where it ensures the retention, enhancement or protection of the building at a level that is appropriate
for the Te Mata Special Character Zone.

Explanation The Te Mata Special Character Zone contains a number of heritage buildings that could be
preserved or enhanced if they were able to be used for a suitable alternative use. Council will encourage
the use of these for commercial facilities or residential uses, where the use supports their preservation,
and where the environmental effects of the activity can be managed and be in keeping with the Special
Character of the area.



In the event of the house being listed in the District Plan, Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw will, in time, opt to use
the house for this purpose and erect a new house for themselves.

4 HOUSE CONSTRUCTION

The house is founded on a concrete ring foundation with a timber floor on piles.
The walls are stucco plaster finished on timber framing with horizontal weatherboard gable feature.
The roof is clay tile on timber framing and exterior joinery is timber.

Refer to Appendix 3 for floor plans as original and as at 2017.

Road View

View from East



View from West

5 HISTORY OF RESIDENCE - CONDITION AND OWNERSHIP OF THE HOUSE

The house is reputed to have been constructed in 1908 and designed by William Rush.

The occupation of the house in the earliest times is not known although it was on the property of
Bernard Chambers. From the time that the land was purchased by Anthony Vidal in 1937, it was
occupied by the Vidal family and was in the ownership of lan Vidal’s widow at the time of purchase by
Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw in 1991.

Photograph of the house beyond the vineyard 1991

The house is in very good condition with only a little decay in exposed timber which can readily be
remediated.

When the Bradshaw’s took ownership there was a boiler room and laundry area on the North West
corner, which can be seen at Appendix 3 of this report as can the plan of the house as it is currently.
Future plans to alter the house are of a minimal nature and will not affect the architectural integrity of
the house. The floor plans for the house as original and current can be found as Appendix 3 of this
report.



6 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AREA TO NEW ZEALAND WINE INDUSTRY

Mention has previously been made of the role of Bernard Chambers in the early years of the wine
industry in New Zealand. The quality of the wines that he produced were very high which was not
replicated after the wine business was sold in 1917.

In 1888 Anthony Vidal, then twenty two years old, moved from Spain to assist his winemaker uncle,
Joseph Soler, in Wanganui, who was producing international award winning wines. Soler had
established his winery in 1866 and Anthony remained with him for eleven years before growing grapes
in Palmerston North. In 1905 he brought a racing stable in Avenue Road being one and a quarter acres
in area. Vidal had three sons, Leslie, Frank and Cecil and with them established a vineyard under glass
cover and outside. The stables were converted into a winery.

In 1916 Vidal planted seven and a half acres of vineyard at Te Awanga and in 1917 seven acres of
Bernard Chambers Terraces was leased and later purchased with further plantings on these sites in later
years.

Early days of the business saw Vidal’s sell their product door to door to keep the business running and
they promoted their wines at agricultural shows.

Vidal Estate original urn and note book

Anthony Vidal’s interest in the vineyard was transferred to his sons on 25th July 1924 with Leslie
supervising the vineyards, Frank the winemaking and Cecil the sales.

In 1937 Vidals purchased the house and vineyard at 291 Te Mata Road and the two adjoining titles down
to Albany Lane, a total of 26 Acres.



Vidal Estate Wine Vaults

The plantings on the Terrace continued to increase and the grapes from these vines were a vital part of
the Vidal business.

In 1961 Vidal’s opened the first drive in store to a winery in New Zealand with a covered canopy able to
accommodated eight cars. The shop was complemented with a tasting room, offices and under cover
vat storage and barrel room in the remaining original stable.

The drive-in bottle store opened in 196! on the original stable site in Hastings

Seppelts from Australia purchase the company in 1973 renaming it Seppelt-Vidal and in 1975 they sold

to Ross McLennon formally of Seagrams. He then sold to Villa Maria, owned by George (now Sir George)
Fistonich in 1976. The brand “Vidal” was retained and the Vidal site in St Aubyn Street redeveloped to
include the first winery restaurant in New Zealand, a craft shop, cellar door and winery.

The label has continued and been most successful in wine competition. The restaurant remains as one
of Hawkes’ Bay leading dining locations.



The contribution to the wine industry in Hawkes’ Bay New Zealand by the Vidal family, firstly Anthony
and then the three sons was significant. The foresight of Anthony to take on the lease of the Bernard
Chambers developed Terrace vineyard and then to purchase the land when the industry was going
through extremely difficult times with prohibition was courageous. The family didn’t have easy times in
keeping the business running and ultimately developed one of the most respected and recognised
brands in the wine industry of New Zealand. Further recognition of the brand is evidenced in that the
current owners have seen the benefits of retaining the brand and further developing it as one of their
flagship labels. Refer to Appendix 12 for an article on the role of Anthony Vidal in the wine industry and
a Vidal Family Tree.

In 1986 Henry O’Kane took a ten year lease, with a first right of purchase, of the 26 acres of land (not
including the house at 291 Te Mata Road) and planted grapes.

The grapes were removed from the two blocks at the Albany Lane end and on the house block in 2009
due to transitional changes in varieties.

7 CONSULTATION UNDERTAKEN

Hawke’s Bay suffers severely from loss of record of our buildings due to the Hawke’s Bay earthquake of
1931 making identification of houses difficult.

In an effort to validate the suggestion that the house at 291 Te Mata Road was designed by William Rush
a number of people were consulted.

Wayne Bradshaw, current owner of the house, has undertaken considerable research in an effort to
uncover the history of the house and the historic aspects in relation to the wine industry and the social
impact of the activities on the site to the fabric of Hawkes’ Bay. Books researched include

e TE MATA The First 100 Years , Keith Stewart, Godwit Publishing 1997

e chancers and visionaries A History of Wine in New Zealand, Keith Stewart, Random House 2010

e  WINE in New Zealand, Frank Thorpy, Collins Brothers 1971

e Winemakers of New Zealand, Dick Scott, Southern Cross Books Auckland 1964 ( as provided by
lan Clark Villa Maria )

Many of the dates relating to events are contradictory across the publications and we have taken
references that can be verified as near as possible.

The Bernard Chambers diaries of the period the house was built are housed at the MTG in Napier and
Mr. Bradshaw was provided access to these. He describes them as a “day to day’ list of activities on the
property and had no reference to the building of Rush Cottage or the house in question.



Mr. Bradshaw also researched the property titles which are attached to the report as Appendix 5 and
the newspaper, of the time finding items regarding Rush & James and the tendering and letting of the
two houses.

Kim Salamonson is an employee at Havelock North Library and has studied and written on Havelock
North houses for many years. Attached as Appendix 7 of this report is a publication by Mr. Salamonson
where he credits the house as being designed by William Rush.

Attached with Appendix 7 is a letter from Mr. Salamonson to me in which he sets out the authority that
he used to credit the house as being by William Rush. The daughter of William Rush, the late Helen
Lester, lived in Scotland and made a number of visits to New Zealand and Mr. Salamonson meet with
her on one of her visits and she told him that the house had been relocated to its present position.
There is no evidence available to back up the assertions that the house had been relocated. The soil
map of 1938 attached as part of Appendix 4 shows the house in its current position.

The record of this discussion is as close as we can get to validation of Rush’s designing of the house and
concers with the general understanding of his being the architect of the house.

Judy Siers is an architectural historian, living in Wellington and formerly of Napier who write the book
“The Life and Times of James Chapman-Taylor” Judy said that she was not an expert on Williams Rush
and knew little of his work.

Andy Coltart is the owner of Black Barn Vineyards and Bistro which includes Rush Cottage. He was sure
the Rush Cottage was built as a shepherd’s cottage and that the Bradshaw house was built by Bernard
Chambers at the same time as a Manager’s Residence. | asked if he was able to verify this and he said it
was something he had always understood and that the information could have come from Mason
Chambers.

Mason Chambers is a close relation to Bernard Chambers and lives in the Havelock North area. Mr.
Chambers was not able to shed any light on the matter of who was the architect for the house at 291 Te
Mata Road.

Brian (Bruno) Chambers is the son of Mason Chambers and he holds some of the old family records.
Bruno had earlier conversations with Mr. Bradshaw regarding the house and he had perused the records
in an effort to find the architect for the house, to no avail.

Colin Shanley, a local surveyor was approached by Mr. Bradshaw in an effort to uncover old photos or
surveys. Colin said that he remembered fondly working for Leslie Vidal during school holidays on the
Terrace vineyard.

Peggy Van Asch has been involved with Duart House from the inception of the Duart Society and has
been instrumental in coordinating the monthly history addresses. Peggy had a number of suggestions as
to where information may be available and pointed me to the Digital Library at Stoneycroft, Hasting,
where recordings of the addresses are stored. | obtained a copy of the talk by Kim Salamonson in
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August 2009 about houses of note in Havelock North. On listening to the recording there was no
mention of the house.

8 COMPARISON WITH RUSH COTTAGE

The house at 291 Te Mata Road is considerably larger than Rush Cottage, as would be expected if the
former was a Managers’ Residence and the latter a Shepherds’ Cottage. Both have clay tile roofs with
framed and t&g lined gable overhangs and soffits, stucco exterior and timber exterior joinery.

Photographs below have the Rush Cottage First.

Rush Cottage Bradshaw House

The barge detail of the
ridge is similar — gable
end materials differ —
roof pitch similar

The barge detail at the
spouting is the same

11



The detail of the
plaster finish level is
the same.

The stair balustrades
are the same as is the
ceiling paneling.

Interior door trim is
the same as are
paneled doors

12



Interior door hardware
is the same

Window joinery is
similar — hardware has
been retro fitted

13



Similar room shapes in
roof space — different
wall and ceiling
battening

Similar detailing where
adjacent roof carried
to a lower level

The number of similarities are significant and demonstrate a consistent style of design that is not likely
to be coincidental.

9 AESTHETIC VALUE

The house is of the English architectural style that was prevalent at the time. The shape and form of the
house is quite simple with a main ridge with two ridges at right angles to and central to the main ridge
with similar pitched roofs but smaller gables to form a larger first floor area.

The proportions of the house are well balanced and suggest that they were developed by a person
trained in architecture. The shapes and proportions of the windows and doors are well integrated to
the shapes of the elevations and the selection of materials, especially the textured plaster, enhances the
aesthetic values of the house.

14



The general appearance of the house is strong with a substantial textured roof and walls that are not
affected by embellishments. Little in the way of landscape impacts on the appearance of the house,
which stands proudly on its own on an open site.

10 ARCHITECTURAL VALUE

The house has been well designed by someone with architectural skills, quite probably William Rush.
The architectural merits of the house qualify it to be considered one of the fine examples of English
domestic revival architecture in Havelock North.

Hawkes’ Bay, and Havelock North, has lost a number of well-designed substantial houses over the past
twenty or so years and there is a constant risk that more will be cast aside for development. The rural
setting of this house affords some protection from development but not from the desire of an owner to
replace or remove it. By adding a layer of effective protection to the house under Section 18.1, Heritage
Items and Notable Trees, of the District Plan there is a process that must be followed before any
external works or demolition can occur.

11 CULTURAL VALUE

Havelock North was established as an English styled village by the early settlers. The older houses are a
reflection of this and they provided a strong architectural influence and character to the village. The
culture of early settlement of Havelock North was of an aristocratic village community with many of the
houses designed by well-known architects, some (such as J W Chapman-Taylor and William Gummer)
with national reputations..

The house at 291 Te Mata Road was rural and the neighbouring houses, Peloha, Te Mata, Rush Cottage
and others were houses of significant architectural merit and they served to extend the architectural
and social culture of Havelock North beyond the village boundaries.

12 HISTORICAL VALUE

The architectural, cultural values of the house combine to strengthen its historical value.

That the house was built by Bernard Chambers for a staff member on his Terraces Vineyard is more than
likely; the other possibility is that the house was designed by the architect William Rush, as conveyed to
Kim Salamonson by William Rush’s daughter Helen Lester.
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If this is accepted then it is also likely that this is one of the two houses subject of a Notice for Tender in
the Hastings Standard as closing on Wednesday 18th November 1907. Refer to Appendix 8 of this
report.

About the same time William Rush was joined in partnership by ET James and a notice of this was placed
in the Hastings Standard on Monday 16th December 1907 and a copy of this notice can be found as
Appendix 9 of this report. On 28 July 1916 a notice was placed in the Hastings Standard stating the Mr.
James would be absent from the practice while on active service. Mr James returned from the war and
moved to Nelson to become an orchardist. A copy of this notice is included in Appendix 9

On Thursday 19th December 1907 a notice in the Hastings Standard stated that the tender for the two
houses for Bernard Chambers had been let to H H Campbell with the price being close to £900.. A copy
of this notice can be found as Appendix 10 of this report.

Equally important is the historic role of the area, including the site and house at 291 Te Mata Road, in
regard to the wine industry of Hawke’s Bay. The foresight of Bernard Chambers and the determination
of the Vidal family provided much of the impetus for an industry that is now highly significant to the
economy of Hawke’s Bay, and indeed to the economy of the country.

13 SOCIAL VALUE

The social impact of the wine industry in Hawke’s Bay has historically been significant and the
forerunners were Bernard Chambers and Anthony Vidal.

An intrinsic link exists between the wine industry and the house at 291 Te Mata Road. It was built in the
burgeoning days of wine production in Hawkes’ Bay and New Zealand and carried through difficult
periods of prohibition, prosecution, economic hardship, and severe frosts in 1914.

The house itself is likely to have influenced people in their own house building aspirations. The house is
of a high architectural standard and would have established a level of excellence among the houses of
the time and beyond, up to the present day.

The wine industry of Hawke’s Bay that has stemmed from the achievements of Bernard Chambers and
the Vidal family, has played a major role in the creation of a strong social movement around the
entertainment values of the wine industry and the flavour that it provides to the landscape of the wider
area.

The number of local people involved in the wine industry is significant and the economic value of the
industry has had a positive impact on Hawke’s Bay with major investment in infrastructure and plantings
currently under way.
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14 ASSESSMENT IN RESPECT OF DISTRICT PLAN CRITERIA FOR THE LISTING OF
HERITAGE BUILDINGS

14.1  Hastings District Council is charged with identifying and protecting important heritage items and
trees within the district by establishing levels of classification and regulatory protection. The
requirement to protect these heritage items stems from the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act
2014 which provides a framework for the identification and listing of items. The Resource Management
Act 1991 requires that councils recognise and protect Historic Heritage Items and enables protection of
these items.

14.2  The Hastings District Plan under 18.1 Heritage Items and Notable Trees lists significant heritage
items and provides a process for including others that have been identified as being of sufficient
importance to warrant being listed. Heritage New Zealand provides guidance for this process in the
form of their assessment criteria.

14.3  The District Objective 18.1.3 Heritage Items OBJECTIVE HO1 states

Significant Heritage Items are protected and the heritage character and history of the District is
preserved.

The District Plan S18.1.3 HP1 states

Identify and classify Heritage Items in the District according to their relative importance. Explanation
Heritage Items may be identified for their aesthetic, archaeological, architectural, cultural, historical,
scientific, social, spiritual, technological or traditional significance or value. They may also be identified
for their group and setting significance, landmark significance or design significance. The District Plan
defines a hierarchy of Heritage Items in order to align levels of protection with levels of classification so
that important items are preserved. The Heritage New Zealand identification and classification method is
adopted. This method identifies two categories of historic places: Category | - places of special or
outstanding historical or cultural heritage significance or value. Category Il - places of historical or
cultural heritage significance or value. Appendices 47 and 48 identify Heritage Items (Places, Buildings,
and Objects) and Appendix 51 identifies Historic Areas. Many of the items are from the Heritage New
Zealand List. Appendix 49 identifies items that are associated with the Te Mata Special Character Zone.
These are buildings that have heritage value intrinsic to the special character of the area.

14.4 Heritage New Zealand publication “Sustainable Management of Historic Heritage Guidance
Information Sheet - Assessment criteria to assist in the identification of Historic Heritage Values”,
provides guidance in assessing heritage items and will be applied to the Bradshaw house as follows:

14.4.1 Archaeological information: Does the place or area have the potential to contribute information
about the human history of the region, or to current archaeological research questions, through
investigation using archaeological methods?
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There are no archeological sites or items known to exist on the site. The house was built in 1908 and
there is no evidence of any prior occupation of the site.

14.4.2 Architecture: Is the place significant because of its design, form, scale, materials, style,
ornamentation, period, craftsmanship or other architectural element?

The house, thought to have been designed by William Rush (refer to report for discussion on this
matter) is an outstanding example of early twentieth century architecture and has been complemented
with recent out buildings in sympathetic architectural style. The house was an early example of the
English domestic revival style championed by William Rush that became very popular in the 1920’s.

The design is similar to other houses designed by William Rush, with materials, detailing and
craftsmanship typical of his style and standard. The form and scale of the house is well proportioned
and is a fine example of the English style architecture than can be found in many Havelock North houses
of the era.

14.4.3 Technology and Engineering: Does the place demonstrate innovative or important methods of
construction or design, does it contain unusual construction materials, is it an early example of the use of
a particular construction technique or does it have the potential to contribute information about
technological or engineering history?

Many of the detail design aspects of the house are typical of William Rush and this is addressed in the
report. Rush had signature details in both the external fabric of the house and the interior decoration,
and these are evident in this house. These elements add to the architectural value of the house as well
as portraying the techniques that were innovative at the time; some were particular to William Rush.
There is information in the structure and materials of the house that allow a good understanding of the
building technology and techniques of the period. Elements of particular technological interest include
the use of native timbers, imported clay tiles and casement windows.

14.4.4 Scientific: Does the area or place have the potential to provide scientific information about the
history of the region?

The aspect is not applicable.

14.4.5 Rarity: Is the place or area, or are features within it, unique, unusual, uncommon or rare at a
district, regional or national level or in relation to particular historical themes?

These are just two William Rush designed houses for Bernard Chambers, one being Rush Cottage on the
other side of Te Mata Road and the other assumed to be the Bradshaw house. Other houses designed
by Rush include McHardy House, McHardy Street, Te Mata Homestead, Te Mata Road and 305
Southland Road, Hastings.

William Rush based his practice in Havelock North and was responsible for many of the significant
commercial, church and educational buildings of the early twentieth century in Havelock North, and to a
lesser degree, in Hastings. Along with these buildings were the houses that he designed. Little of his
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work is found outside of Havelock North and Hastings making them unique to the area, but the style he
chose for much of his domestic work, the English domestic revival style, later became popular in
Hawke’s Bay.

14.5.6 Representativeness: Is the place or area a good example of its class, for example, in terms of
design, type, features, use, technology or time period?

It is a good example of its style and class relative to design features and the technology employed.

The number of William Rush designed houses is limited, mainly to Havelock North and Hastings, and
most were significant houses of their time, both in size and design. The Bradshaw house is
representative of the design and detail of William Rush’s work, altogether smaller than most of his
houses. Rush Cottage is possibly one of the smallest houses that he designed, being the cottage for the
shepherd and the Bradshaw house for a manager resulting in it being larger.

14.5.7 Integrity: Does the place have integrity, retaining significant features from its time of
construction, or later periods when important modifications or additions were carried out?

The house is basically as it was built in 1908. The exceptions are that in 1994 the boiler house and
laundry were removed and at the time alterations were carried out to the front of the s house to
provide a balcony to the main bedroom. The interior alterations have had no impact on the external
appearance of the house.

The new garage, office and laundry were erected in 1994 and are designed to complement the original
house. In 1999 the original garage on the western boundary was demolished and the area is now an
outdoor living area.

The space between the house and Te Mata Road has been landscaped in a manner that complements
the house.

The integrity of the house is relatively high and is a good representative example of its time and style,
with all of the important original features retained.

14.5.8 Vulnerability: Is the place vulnerable to deterioration or destruction or is threatened by land use
activities.

The house has been well maintained and is currently in good condition. The report identifies some
minor deterioration of external timber that can readily be rectified. The current owners of the house,
Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw, plan for the house to remain in perpetuity and will carry out maintenance as
required. Fire is possibly the greatest threat to the house, and the owners have installed a monitored
alarm system.

14.5.9 Context or Group: Is the place or area part of a group of heritage places, a landscape, a
townscape or setting which when considered as a whole amplify the heritage values of the place and
group/ landscape or extend its significance?
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The house is in a standalone situation within the Te Mata Special Character Zone of the District Plan.
The design of the house is of such a high standard that it contributes significantly to the character of the
zone.

The house sits prominently in the landscape and has value as a local landmark.

14.5.10 Historic values People: Is the place associated with the life or works of a well-known or
important individual, group or organisation?

The house has direct links to Bernard Chambers and the Vidal family, which is well documented in the
report. The significance of their contribution to the history of Hawkes’ Bay, more specifically in regard
to the wine industry, is such that, without them, we may not have a wine industry of the scale and
importance that we have today.

The house has very important historic values to the region, and indeed to the country, because of the
significant roles played by its owners in the development of the wine industry in Hawkes Bay. The wine
industry is currently a major export earner for New Zealand, and the role of the Chambers and Vidal
families in regard to this is significant.

Events: Is the place associated with an important event in local, regional or national history?

The main events associated with the house relate to the wine industry, the identities and the ups and
downs of the industry.

Patterns: Is the place associated with important aspects, processes, themes or patterns of local, regional
or national history?

The most important aspect of the history of the house is its strong associations with wine and the wine
industry. Its story is interwoven with people important in the local and national history of the industry.
The strong association with, firstly, Bernard Chambers, a wine pioneer, and secondly, the Vidal family
whose contribution to the industry has been very significant, gives the house very strong associational
values.

14.5.11 Cultural values Identity: Is the place or area a focus of community, regional or national identity
or sense of place, and does it have social value and provide evidence of cultural or historical continuity?

The house is a private residence and does not fulfill any of the roles listed above. The house provides
evidence of historical continuity in the wine industry.

Public esteem: Is the place held in high public esteem for its heritage or aesthetic values or as a focus of
spiritual, political, national or other cultural sentiment?

The house is recognized in architectural and heritage circles as being of high heritage and aesthetic
value. The general understanding amongst these people who are aware of the house is that it was
designed by William Rush, which provides it with a strong public aura. The best evidence that is
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available to date (and set out in the report), suggests that it was designed by William Rush; further
research may yet confirm this.

The house has public esteem as the focus of the early growth of the nationally important wine industry.

Commemorative: Does the place have symbolic or commemorative significance to people who use or
have used it, or to the descendants of such people, as a result of its special interest, character, landmark,
amenity or visual appeal?

There are no commemorative values attached to the house. None of the Chambers or Vidal family
(direct descendents) are living in the area and this link as been lost.

The house has been listed in publications on William Rush by Kim Salamonson (refer to Appendix 7 of
this report) and this has created interest in the house.

Education: Could the place contribute, through public education, to people’s awareness, understanding
and appreciation of New Zealand'’s history and cultures?

There is certainly a story that can be told about the house and the relationship with the history of the
wine industry; this would be worthwhile in raising public awareness of the role played by Bernard
Chambers and the Vidal family.

The other story that can raise awareness, understanding and appreciation of New Zealand history is
around the commissioning of the house by Bernard Chambers, in conjunction with Rush Cottage; this
partnership resulted in two buildings of distinct architectural merit.

Tangata whenua: Is the place important to tangata whenua for traditional, spiritual, cultural or historical
reasons?

| am not aware of any importance placed on the house by Tangata whenua for any of the reasons above.

Statutory recognition: Does the place or area have recognition in New Zealand legislation or
international law including: World Heritage Listing under the World Heritage Convention 1972;
registration under the Historic Places Act 1993; is it an archaeological site as defined by the Historic
Places Act 1993, is it a statutory acknowledgement under claim settlement legislation; or is it recognised
by special legislation?

There is no recognition under any legislation, either national or international, that Mr. & Mrs. Bradshaw
are aware of.

21



15 CONCLUSIONS

The report has highlighted the values of the house, (architectural, historic and social) and the research
has provided information that leads to the conclusion that the house was almost certainly designed by
William Rush, architect, for Bernard Chambers in 1908.

The house is a very good example of the work of William Rush and the English domestic revival
architectural style of the period. It has strong social value because of its close associations with the

growth and development of a nationally important industry through Bernard Chambers and Vidal
families.

It is my opinion that the house meets the District Plan criteria sufficiently to warrant listing in Section
18.1, Heritage Items and Notable Trees of the Hastings District Council District Plan.

Graham Linwood

Architect
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Floor Plans Of The House, Site Plan, District Plan Map
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WITNESSETH tut JOEN DAMEM EDWARDS of Eavelock North,Parmer and LINLEY LORNA EDWARDS his
wife are

-

}5. sefsed of an etate I fee-stmple (vadpect 0 such reservalices, restriciioas, encumbrances, ens, and interests as are notified by
measortal underwritien of endorsed hereon) in the land hereinalier described, delineated with bold black lines on the plan hereos,
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Email Mr. Bradshaw to Sir George Fistonich and his response

AT Fnnl ﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂM &

Subject \idals House at 281 Te Mata Road Havelock Morth
Froam: YWiaymi Bradshare (radshawestateffxia.conz)
Ta: peorgeffvillamana.co.nz;

Cer hugheiivicdal coong; ianciTvillarmania co.ng;

Date: Wadneaday, 5 April 2017 3:35 PM

Dear Sir Gearge,
Following my ermail lo lan Clask in Oclaber 2016, | callad o talk with Hugh oday. Hugh, thanks for 1aking the time with
ma today.

In 1991, my wife and | acquired the old Vidals House and 10 acres in Te Mata Road fram Kitty Vidal | lan Vidals widow,
lan was the son of Les Vidal and grandson of Anthony Vidal.

Recentty the council changed their District Plan, that effectively meant that shoukd we wish to build & new dwelling on aur
propety we would have to demalish or remove the existing home. We appesled this o the Envirenment Court and the
agraament mede with the councll was that if wa can providae proaf of e housedpropaety baing of haritage value they will
allow ua to buslbd 8 new dweldling and retain the horme and conwert it into a home stay.

On rasaarching the history we have found tha bedow;

1/ Barnard Chambers founded Te Mala Vineyards and planted 3 vineyards in the early 19005

2 Theex total 32 acras of Te Mata’s vineyards |, lhe megjor ane was called ® The Terraces”™ of some 23 acras,
3! The Teraces vinsyard was whers the current Elsion and Awalsa vineyards are, next door o our propery.

4/ Whan Bamard Chambers scdd Te Mata vineyards in 1517, The Terracas vineyard was originally lsased by Vidals and
bought by them in 18922,

5{ Im 1905, Anthony Widal planted vines in Hastings.

G In 1916 he purchased property in Te Awanga [ whara Clearview 5 ioday] , this was where Andhony and family of §
children lhed.

THin 1937, A J Vidal & Son purchased cur Te Mata Road property with cument house, plus 16 acres down o Albany Lane,
bringing their total vineyard land in Te Mata to some 50 acres.

& Cf Anthony \idals three sons | Les, Frank Cecd ) only Les was marmied and he and his gamily lived in the home from

1947
Las and his wife had a son lan and & daughter Valarie.

9 Les Vidal role was b supsrvise the Vidal vineyards, Frank the wine-making and Cecl was in chamge of salas.
10/ Afber Les Widal died, his wife conlinwed living in the home.

11/ When lan Vidal died we purchased the property from Kitly Vidal in 1951, Al thal lime Henry OKane was leasing the
wvirmyard a total of 25 odd acres, from Te Mata Road to Albany Lare,

127 In the labe 1970's earky 80's the Awabea vinayerd was sold a5 was tha Elston Vineyard, being the tolal ofgenal ™ Thae
Tarracas * vineyard from Bamard Chambers Ta Mata.

Whan we purchasad the property from Kitty Vidal we weare advised that the house was built bebwaen 1507-1912 a5 the
Farm Managers house for Bamard Chambers at the same time as Rush Coftage was built as the farm shepherds house,

The designer was William Rush,

As discussed with Hugh, we are looking for a letier of support to the Hestings District Council for cur endesvours o save
this hisfricial horme and have i registered as a hantage building,

‘We would appraciate discussing this further with you and hopefully showing you through our home,

Fiagards,
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VILLA MARIA

NEW ZEALAND

Hawkes Bay Regional Council
159 Dalton St,
Napier 4110

19 May 2017

To whom it may concem,
| am writing in relation to Vidal House in Te Mata Road,

| am shocked o learn that this beautiful home is due to be demolished owing to longstanding
council regulations.

Heritage Is sadly lacking in New Zealand and combinad with the fact we also have a shortage
of housing it seems both inappropriate and irresponsible to enforce this out-of-date protocol.

| would like it noted on record, | am in full support of the Vidal House being preserved as part
of New Zealand's cullure and legacy and therefore request this historical home be registered

as a heritage buiding.
Kind regards,

U Guteiet.

Sir George Fistonich
CEO & Founder
VILLA MARIA | New Zealand's Most Awarded Winery

Nese Zealand's Moxt Awaeded Winery

HCAD OFFICE ! AUCKLAND WINERY
118 MONTGCMERIE ROAD. MANGERE, AUCKLAND 2022, NEW ZEALAND
PO BOX 430 46, MANGERE, AUCKLAND 2153
T v B4.0.245.0460 F » B4.9.255.0481
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Williams James Rush By Kim Salamonson and letter re Helen Lester

Aperdix -

William James Rush 1872 — 1965

Portrait William Rush HN Uibrary Archives

William James Rush was bom in England in 1872. He graduated as an architect. In 1904
he came to New Zealand and in 1908 he formed a partnership with architect E.T. James.
They had an office in Hastings in 1911 and worked together until 1914,

In 1908 William Rush married Winifred Frances Stewart [1878-1965). They had four
children: Sybil, William, Helen and Eric.

Mr. Rush was elected for the Havelock North Borough Council as Town Board
member/commissioner from 1918 till 1920.

He was 92 years old when he died on the 16" August 1965in Havelock North
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At 3 Gillean Street in 1930

The home of Wilkam Rush above

Art was an important part of his life, He always carried a sketchbook and pen with him.
Some of his water colours have been kept in Woodford House, lona College, Hereworth

School, Rush Cottage and the Hastings District Council.

The story goes that his daughter had a trunk full of his watercolours and when she
needed money she would sell a few of his paintings.

Titles of some of his watercolour paintings:

- Te Mata Peak, 1926 [Duart House]

- Te Mata Peak Eastemn Slopes, 1956 [Duart House]
- Tuki Tuki

- Whare Ra

- Turama
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- Vogtherr Collection:

o Waipuna gates:
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- Hastings Library Archive:

o No title

- S.W. Grant "Havelock North from village to borough 1860-1952"

o Simla Avenue

, 1978, pg 77
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- Duart House has 4 watercolours by William Rush:

o 1. Untitled. undated, signed. Subject: Building the road to Te Mata Peak, about
1930/31. Recently donated to us by Mr & Mrs D. Stewart of Havelock North

o 2. Te Mata Peak Sept, 26, 1926, undated, signed. Set into the matt of this picture is a
handwritten notice which says "This picture was painted by W.J. Rush, early in the
moming of Sept. 26th, 1926. That moming the whole of Havelock North was under snow”

o 3. Untitled, undated, signed. Subject: View of the Tukituki River and Te Mata
Escarpment

o 4. Untitled, undated, signed. Subject: A view over Heretaunga Plains from lower slopes
of Havelock hills,

William James Rush was 92 when he died in Havelock North in 1965,
William designed several houses in Havelock North and Hastings to name a few:

Baptist Church, Karamu Road South, 1906 (demolished in 1970s)

Havelock North Town Board Hall (demolished in 1990)

Bradshaw House Te Mata Road, 1907

Te Puna, Tauroa Road, 1908 (in 1985 moved to Pukahu)

Queen's Square Rotunda Willowpark Road North, 1909 (demolished in 1956)

Nga Wiwi at the top of Miller Street (now Durham Drive) after his wedding to
Winifred Maude in 1908,
Private House Greenwood Road

Private House, Gillean Street
An example of a house in Havelock North designed by William Rush:

Havelock North Village Hall, Te Mata Road, 19812 (demolished in the 1997)
Private House 291 Te Mata Road
Private House, Simla Avenue
- Hawke's Bay Herald Tribune and printing buildings 1911
- Woodford House in Tudor style, 1911
- Fire Brigade Station comer Market Street and Lyndon Road, 1911
e (damaged by 1931 earthquake)
St. Lukes Church, Te Mata Road, 1912
Rush Cottage, Te Mata Road, 1812

lona College, 1913
Heretaunga School now Hereworth School, Te Mata Road, 1913

- McHardy House, McHardy Street 1916
« - Office buildings in Market and Queen Street: Maurice Mason on old site of
Williams & Kettle,

Maddison’s Drapery,
Te Mata Homestead, Te Mata Road, 1922 (damaged by 1831 earthquake)

- Private House, 305 Southland Road,
e Private House, 711 Southland Road?



William designed several houses in Havelock North and Hastings to name a few:
- Baptist Church, Karamu Road South, 1906 (demolished in 1970s)
Havelock North Town Board Hall (demolished in 1950)
Bradshaw House Te Mata Road, 1507

1909 (demolished in 1938)

g L

Private House, Gillean Street
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An example of a house in Havelock North designed by William Rush:
o
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Heretaunga School now Hereworth School, Te Mata Road, 1913

Geesaw Jorws, wis

McHardy House, McHardy Street 1916

Office buildings in Market and Queen Street: Maunce Mason on old site of Wilkams & Kettle,
Maddicon’s Drapery,

Te Mata Homestead, Te Mata Road, 1922 (damaged by 1931 earthquake)

Private House, 305 Southland Read,

His style is:
English domestic Revival
Californian Bungalow

Tudor leatures
Spanish Mission
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Fire Brigade Station corner Market Street and Lyndon Road, 1911
(damaged by 1931 earthquake)

B G S, Monved feed, Jv& . i
Rush Cottage, Te Mata Road, 1912

M . ~ :
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Resources:

- Images from the Havelock North Community Archives, Hastings District Councll

Archives and Hastings
Central Library Archive

- Judy Siers — William Rush left fine architectural legacy, HB Today, 31 July 2009

- Kim Salamonson's blog.
http:ithncommunityarchives. blogspot.com/2008_07_01_archive. html

- L. Thomas - $200,000 facelift for old home, HE Herald Tribune, supplement 29 January
1985

- Mary Boyd — City of the Plains, a history of Hastings. 1984
- Matthew Wright — Havelock Morth, the history of a village. 1996
- Matthew Wright — Town and Country, the history of Hastings and district, 2001.

Research not nson:

[Motes are pravided for the purpose of research or private study and not intended for publication]

[Items with copyright - permission has not been obtained at this stage)
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LIBRARIES

Havelock North Library

0 Te Mata Road

Hawvelock Morth

27 June 2017

Graham Linwood Architects Ltd

B Te Mata Peak Rd,
Havelock Maorth,4130

Dear Graham

Re 291 Te Mata Road

At a presantation of Historical Homesteads of Havelock North that | presented at a Duwart Howse
Historical Society history meeting back in 2009 | met Helen Lester William Rush's davghter after the
talk, Helen infaermed me that the Bradshaw homestead was designed by her dad William Rush and
would be classified as a historical homestead, She said it was originally built for the Chambers famiby
and later acquired by Bradshaw's and mowved to its present site. Helen sald that some alterations
have subsequently made but essentially that is the original homestead,

Halen thought | may want to add it to my list of historical building and homesteads.

| have subsequently added it to my list of Willlarm Rush Buildings, and list of historical homesteads,
with an annotation of information sourced from Helen Lester,

Kind regards

/ ,
o

Eim Salamansan
Local History Librarian
Havelock Marth Library

Hastings DHstrict Librarks
Frivate Bag 9003
Hastirgs 415
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8.

Notice of Tender For 2 Cottages Closing Wednesday 18th (November 1907)

APper ik &

TO BUILDERS.
TENDERS are invited until noon
on WEDNESDAY, I8th, for the
erection of Cottages on the Te Mata
Eatate, Havelock, fur Bernard Cham-
bors, Esq.
Plan=, ~c¢ at cur office.
RUSH & JANES,
Architecls,
Station street, Hastirgs.,
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The Hastings Standard Rush & James

Appe ik &

Messrs 1. W, Ruszh and E. 1. Jame
architects, havs ,;;-.sr‘; 1t p_.r...cr..«.lm
and have wecured new officrs ahove
Messrs London Stewart and Col's
(late A. McGla<han) Auciion Mart.

The new farm ‘-‘-m czery an tha pro-
fession under the nama of Rush and
Tamm Mr Rtmh wWas [ i;)i,i of N

-y
H. Hclding, L~q ARLB A, one of
the leading architects o the .‘»I-"‘l--
Counties of Enzland, Alter complat.
ing articles, Mr Rush et At son
time studyving architeciursl work con
the Continent.  (Jn returning to o
land. he spant (2 vears ol awing Hc.
architectual prmeu" s nn zlly setting
in Hawkes Bayv. Ar lames has had
the advantare of nruuia.ul Nl Tl nee
in the building rrade in New ?’,--:"i;::ld.
After stedyvirs i Wellingtur for
qometlme, he visitsd Austraba. g:m.-
ing much knowl.dg: in the most

modﬂrn plaum aad d{:wlgmng.

A it 2L
-
Lo Bia —————

-

AZJ By S

Papers Past
Newspapers ¥» Hastings Standard » 28 July 1916 » Page 4 > This article
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DUB.[NG the absence of Mr. K. L.
JAMES on Active Service, the firm

of RUSH & JAMES will be continued
under the direct coatrol of Mr, W. J.
‘Rush—Mr. James still retaining hie
witerest in the firm.

Mayv Ist._ 1_918.

P —— B0 e i P

— i W —————— - — i W,
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10. The Hastings Standard letting of Tender

AW%M 10

v

e

Papers Past

Newspapers ® Hastings Standard » 19 December 1907 » Page 2 > This article

{i';lze 'ﬁ%nstings $hnnlnnl.

THURSDAY, DEC. 19, 1007

AMr H. H. Campbell,, builder, of

[Hastings, is the '-hliuj_t_‘f?:‘."i'UI tenclcrer to
WO cotiasos (o be erected on Te
Mata scttlement,  for -"*Tr Bernard
Chambers. The price is close on £000.
Messra Kush and James are the archi-

lects.
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11. The Role Of Bernard Chambers In Hawkes Bay Wine
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Bernard Chambers
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Bernard was also attracral to botany — to trees and
ither plants which could be suitable foe his expanding
garden ac Te Mata and for landscaping the farm -
ind to the fascinating technological inventions of the
igC: private mutor \'f;hl..!-.-r-, recorded music,
telephones, frozen food, electncity. The Chambers
boys enthusiastically embraced the opportunities
offered by consumer invention. A telephone was
nstalled ar mason's home Tauroa in 1890; Bernard
bought one of the new-fanaled bicyeles in 1897; and
in 1902 he upgraded to che first car in Hawke’s Bay, a
1902 Oldsmobile.

Bur they were not simply buyers indulging their

wealth, They were also participants for whom

invention was the essential process of tuming ideas
into reality, philosophy into progress. John Chambess
senior haed set the example for his sons as a peoneer of
refrigerated shipping, applying for a parent for his
process in Ocrober 1881 while tn Manchester, a yea
before the first refrigerated mear export letr New
Zeatandd. His w ungest son [ames’s contriburion was
pethaps less momentous, but his design of the bobsleigh
run at St Moriez in Switzerland was more immediarely
successtul, has lasted loager and & unguestionably more

farmos.
The development of other Chambers ideas was of
mote practical application to the estates which funded

them. In the year he officially took title ro Mokopeks,
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Mokopeka, the nnpeamve hydro powsy stacion that browghe
elecanicity w the Te Mata hills in 1892

Johnnie Chambers employed a Dunedin-based
elecrrical engineer to help him construct a hydro-
electric penerating plant ca the Maraetotara River to
provide electricary for ‘shearing, wood and chaff cutting
and lighting and also to pump water through a 17/:" ot
1" pipe toa height of 100 feet’ at Mokopeka.'” He had
electricity for the first time in September 1892, from
whart is believed 1o be the first hydro-electric
peneration plant in the country

On Monday the fifth of the same month, Bernard
Chambers tock delivery of Pinot Noir cuttings from

the Mission vineyards ar Meeanee, The site he

intendad for his vineyard was the side of a spoal | beease-
shaped hill appre priately named Mamelon, acnuss the
teack behind the homestead and further up the slope
towards Te Mara Peak. It is a siope which would have
impressed the seasoned eyes of any viticulturist: gently
rising, norch facing, sheleered from the cold south, and
hlessed with tree-draining soil.

The site had been ploughed in preparation shoctly
after Faster 1892, and 6 and 7 Seprember were spent
marking cut the lines of vineyard rows, making holes
and planting the vines in what became known briefly
as Grigg’s vineyard.! In 1904 Mamelon was sokd by
Remard to 2 relative, Johe Holdsworth,who renamed
it Smarthmooe after the Society of Friends headquarters
in England.

Tocally replanted in the 19705, and renamed BOM
after its current propriecors, Buck, Dewar and Moatis,
Swarthmoor remains ar the heart of Te Mara's
winegrowing persana, One hundred and four years ago
it was the beginning of what was to become the largest
ad ane of the mest illustrous vineyards in the country,
before it was almost obliterated by the passions and
vested interests of prohibicon. I was a vision, and
like the visions of Bemard's father, John Chambers,
and of his brother, Johnnie, one which explored the
posstbilities of maeching the rechmn logy of an ancient

civilisarion to the vigour of cae younger than daybreak.
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MAKING WINE

r is impossible o know where or when Bernard

Chambers was first influenced by the idea of
winegrowing on his property. Any reflection on his
enthusiasm for the culture of western civilisation
which had heen much a feature in his ediscation can
only be supposition, but he was well aware of the
important mle wine played in that culture chroughout
it hiszory ar a spiritual and temporal level.

That Bermand was as fascimated by the aresas be was
by mechanics and agriculture 5 borne our by his
extensive dearles, which he wrote in metcubous and
impressive decail for over 5 vears, recording his mavels,
the process and development of his business, and a
brief summary of his secial life, although almost
nathing of his private life or thoughts. In the oot of
each of his eadly pocket diaries a series of lists and
intencions for the coming vear nevertheless reveal a
lictle moee abour his rastes, his obvious enthustasm
for gardening and his abiding interest in the latest
gadzets technology could offer, The lists range from a
sebaction of Maori words he felt himself required b
learm in cader e improve his ability to communicate
with his Maori nelghbouss and woekers to a selection
of roses recommended by The Times in 1909: 'Blanche
de Couberr, Zépherine Drouhin, Hugh Dickson, la

19

Tosca.” And later ‘a new clematis in the frone of the
house, Clement de Ville E of Beaconficld up garden
opp. passionfruic trellis" was followed in 1910 by a brief
note: ‘Klingsor gramaphone or talking machine.™
However it s the lists invarinbly headed ‘Books 1o
Bead' which reveal something mors of the man, and
shiw his remarkable mnge of interests. The following
are but a selecrion from a notebook dared 1887-13%0:

Bucler's Grear Lone Land

Eroude’s Life of Carwle

Cotinal Mewwman — Accound af kis Coreer

Ruskin's Crseen aof the A

Pink Wedling

Bed Rl

Travels in Arabda Dessre. 2 valy.

Bliessia, Polinical and Social by L Tikhomirow, eranslaced
by Ed. Aweling

Herr Pautes, kés rise his greamess & his Fall by Wialier
Besant

Timaor's Tiva Worlds

vy Cromauesl — Fredemie Hiormison

Tenting on che Plains, or Geneval Custer in Kansas
and Texas by Eliabech D, Craster
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But no wine. And in his diaries no mention of drnking
wine ather than his awn, or even of the food he are
while on his many, wide-ranging wavels — only wine
in a commercial context as |t could prove a likely
pxrension to his agriculrural and other land-based
intereses, This is confiemed in the notes oo his 1596
pocket diary where he recorded three ritles hie
intended to purchase: ‘Borkes on Winemaking.
Manual of Wirleuloure by Foex Principal of Moncpelier
University, Carzalis on Vitieultuee'.*

By this stage Bernard Chambers' Te Maza had
already made wine, and hissmall vineyard at Mamelon
was approaching its first vintage in full production:
he clearly felc a need to keep abreast of the latest
infoemarton on viticuloure and winemaking. The
books are technical publications rather than these of
awine-drinking enthusias:. He was taking winemaking
very serivusly indesd.

Perhaps the inicial idea of winegrowing had come
Froen the legendany French kady visitor who recognised
the potential of Te Mana's north-facing foothills. It
=, she had resdily acquainced herself with the upside-
down world of the southern hemisphere during her
stay here, and noged that north in New Zealand is
syromymous with south in France, at least in terms of
the land’s aspect to the sun_ O it may be that she was
even berter informed than a pessing tourist could
passibily be, and was herself a winegrowes whose vires
Alourished less than 100 kilometres w the south of Te
bara,

And there was swch a woman — the wife of the
wealthy Wairarapa pastoralist William Beetham, whe
had met and married ber husband while he was doing

his cultural dury with a visar o continental Europe.
They had retumed 1o Beetham’s home at Lansdowne
mear Masterron, and in 1883 ', the year Bemand made
his first world-spanning trip to Europe and back,
planred a small vineyard. By 1890 the Beethams had
expanded their plantings to 1.7 hecrares of Finot Noir,
Finot Meunier and Hemuirage grapes, and their
winemaking operation was impressive enough o
comvince a Chambers neighbour and el Hawke's
Ry pastoralist, Henry Tiffen, toinvest in winegrowing
and production.

Although Bemard Chambers makes no mention of
meeting Mrs Beetham, of her hushand, the omission
most likely reflects the scane coverage given m social
events in his disries. The Hawke's Bay pastoraliss’
social circle wasa right one, and visinors from adjacent
regicns who held interests and polirical activities in
coanmon with them wene likely o be invelved In &
full round of social engagements which would
inevirably have involved the Chambers and their
gracious, intelligent third son. They nsay even have
entertained the Beethams at Te Mata, in which case
the French woman of Chambers' family legend weuld
have been an unusually well-informed one.

Unfortunately there is no record of her visic, or heer
advice, ocher than family memory, bur what is cerain
is that Bernard was a very interested observer of grape
prowing and wine producticn on his subsequent trps
b Europe and Morth America. [n 1884 he reconded
e hils visit to California that he made contace with &
nurmber of grape growers, including a Colone| Baker
and the San Gabriel Valley Vineyard of Mewston,
Scern & Rose.! He also noted Califomian wines made
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The frrst vineyard at Te Maxa in che 1890s. Onginally dnown as Mamelon, later
Swarthmoor, the house and sineyands remain pare of Te Mata Estate, but the vines
have been replansed with Chardonnay and a small stnp of Cabermnet Sausignon

BOM vineyards in 1984, looking acrois 1o the aniginal Manelon/Sweothmoor in the top commer, the

old cottage sell intace, accupied. On the hlls ahove, subteban Havelock North craspis dloser

70



from the grapes, ‘Blanc Elben and Zinfandel"’

I his second reund eeip to Europe in 1891 he agnin
travelled through Califemia, and the detailed dairy
notes of his visies 1 various orchands and vineyards
show how his incerest in grape growing had developed.
He wroee of Friday 11 September 1891

Southern Hotel, Bakerdield. Hired a buggy 33.30
ard was driven cut by a man to Washingron
Colony about & miles throgh orchands the whale
way 10 see Jahn L Mills whom [ found busy on
his 20 a. grape vineyard: dined there and bad a
gorond hook ronnd, his grapes are Ciordo Blane risin
poes and hie was busy drying grapes, the ways ane
ix2af'f, inch timber. Abour $230 gros acd
175 nett per oc. is made for talsing @ 5ca b
Anther man i thar from white muscars he
avernged 2 tons (2000 Ibsh per acre worth about
$100 per ton, aversge 380 & il #5calb. ..
Mills' propes are pruned ro base stumps 1 fr. high
ard in the growing season spread anybow on the
ground. He gets teo pickings ard irrigates 1 or 3
times in the season.

We walked up the dusty road 1o the E Modelo

This place bebongs to a Liverpool Ciy arsl all
the wines go seraight te England.®

Within months of his retum 0 Te Mata, Bernard
Chambers had ploughed Mamelon in preparation for
planting of his cwn vineyard in September 1592, By
the fime Romes Bragato visited in 1393, Chambers
coubd offer him wine which had been grown ared e
at Te Mata.

Bragato was an | ralian wine and viricultural expert
wrhi was employed by thee government wo write i PEpo
on the state and potential of grape and winegrowing
iry Mew Zealand. During the eardy months of 1595 he
wisited all the districrs in the country whete grapes
wene heing grown, and where wire wis made, ssessing
vineyard and p;-:tmggmp:sm-e-]lasuine.melliw
From south to norh, he arrived at the Becthams' at
Lansdowne Stacion after visiting winemakers in
Cenrral Chtago, Akansa and Nelson, and ried a six-
pear-old Lansdowne Hermitage which b nioted was |
*af prime quality'.’ Accompanied by Beetham, he then |

moved on o Hawke's Bay, where Henry Tiffen's |
Cireenmeadoms vineyard was aleeady much larger than I
Beetham’s at 9.2 hecrares, although the expert made |

Faisin Packing and Drying Coy's Factory and saw
the grading, weighing, packing +& Mrs Mills i
an American, a pleasant womsan and very suitable

wife to [ 1LWL
Abaue 2 Mills drove me to ses Barton's

wineyard, 300 acres and wine making facrory, had
pleasant drive of some miles chrough a wast
sriganed onchard people busy everpwhere picking
arid drying raksing on the trays in the sur; it takes
about 3 ta 7 davs ta cure; at Barrons heavy 4 horse
wagons were arriving in a string laden high with
arapes in square baxes of 20 oc 30 Tks each and
wcr:tmptiﬁdam.i'uinm:h{ﬁfmm'ﬂhi:h they
were caried straight by an elevatar into the
enshers and the juice mn down into vars below,

i1

no mention of thve qualicy of wine produced there.
They also visited the Meanee Mission Saron’, where
Beagarn wroae that the wine was ', . . mist exquisite, |
and reminded me of the liqueur wine produced on the
Gireek Aschipelsao likands" ! They then proceeded to
Mr ].M. Frimly's vineyard near Hastings, and to Mr '
Fitzeoy's Hastings balf acre of Black Hamburgs growing
wnder glass.

Finally they arrived at Te Mata, where Beagaro noted
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Unprretentious, shiny bright in 45 fresh white wash undex a

- -

hoe Hawke's Bay sun, the

gmple, funcional, uinery that Chambers bale in 1597 is soill ¢ffective.

every day in the vineyards staking and tylng up vines,
eight wagonloads of shingle weee carred up from the
river in preparation for mixing concrete. On 17
February work was well under way on digging the pit
for the cellar and its drainage, with a man employed
spectfically to cart soil away from the excavations,
which were extensive envugh to occupy farm workers
for oo weeks. Preparations were also being made for
the beginning of vintage, with one man working in
the vineyard irregularly, On Thursday 4 March,
ploughing began between the vine rows to clear away
weeds, and this continued foc three days. "

As vintage approached, Te Mata was deeply
involved in a process which has become almost a
tradition in New Zealand wineries engaging in s major
development or machinery repair programme while
at the same time coping with the pressures and stress

24

of vintage. Inevitably March sees constructson workers
and engineers in wineries around the country racing
against ripening sunshine inan effort t complere their
jobs before the first grapes begin arriving, and in March
1897 it was a similar scene at Te Mara,

The first load of timber for the winery/cellar arrived
on 11 March, and o Saturday 13 March Bernard
Chambers rode to . N. Williams' property at Frimley
mw inspect Williams' newly complered cellar for Last-
minute pointers. The cooper. Mr Fail, was due toarrive
from Clive to prepare the barrels and vars for che
coming vintage in only a few days' time. Down in the
fresh excavations a man was busy building frames for
concrete, and with four workers now employad on
construction, the first concrete of the new winery was
poured on 18 March. By the 23nd the fiest Hoor jolsts
were ser, and on the 25th concreting was finished, just
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i time for the workers to leave their construction
project and make final preparacions for the mpending
vintage.'?

Harvest began in rain on the 28 March, wich 16
pickersin the vineyard picking red varieties for Claret
and taking care o cut out mouldy grapes. The
remaining grapes were then taken o the lean-mo smble-
sum-winery to be crushed and put in a wooden vag for
fermentation. Yintage was a family affair, involving
the wives and children of Te Marta's farm warkers, as
well as Bernard Chambers himself, and ar the end of a
busy first day, one vat was filled with Pinor, che firstof
the 1897 Te Mata Claret."

Fain prevented much outdoor work the next day,
Sanurday, bur a starr was made on a set of steps for the
new winery, and a wagon was sent to collect sand for
bricklaying. Sunday, as usisl, was the weekly day off.
Bernard went to chuech in the morning for che
Bleverend’s last sermon, artended a committee meeting,
received visitors in the afternoon, and spent the
evening dezling with marters concerning a share
investonent be had in London.

On Monday the bricklayer, MrCollins, arrived with
rwo men 1o start work on the winery, Assisted by Te
Mata warkers who carced bricks in for them all week,
they finished on the following Sundav. With the
huricus toil of vinrage going on around dhem, it must
hiave been an unusual job for the bricklayers, bus they
did it 1o Bernard Chambers satisfaction and received
£8 far the 6,000 becks they laid.

Meanwhile, vintsge recommenced on Tuesdsy with
L1 pickers, again wives and children as well & farm
workers. By the end of the day a further cask of red
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grapes bor Clarer had been filled and begun fermenring,
aned the first whine grapes had been packed, producing
'35 gallons and a tub of must”.™ Harvesting and
enshing conrinued all week, with ey starts and long
haars put in ag the winery by all, Bemard Chambers
himself was absent for only a half day, ar an impocant
meeting in Napier. For all iz novelry, the oocasion
was not dissimilar 1o that other all-embracing even:
ar Te Marta, shearing, when the whale focus of the
estare was on the singular eask of pathering and raking
the wool from some [0,000 sheep.

The last day of picking the 1397 vinzage was Monday
3 April, when the final white grapes arrived ar the
winery — the same day corstruction began on the
new winery mof. [t would be weeks before plastering
walls and Aoors, and building inside parritions, barrel
frames and the first-storey floor were completed, but
by medwineer the winery was ready for mose of the
1897 vintage oo be moved in- A cenoury later it
Continues o operate as part of a highly funcrional
winery, although one which s considerahly larger than
Bernard Chambers ever inagined.

Vintage was completed just in cime, for on 16 April
Hawke's Bay was hit by a severe storm, with torrential
rain and very strang winds which would have
complerzly destroved any crap still on the vines, Sho
and sharp, It was a storm as drmatic as any in the
region’s history, and became the definitive Hawke's
Bay disaster uncil the cataclysmic earthquake which
struck in 1931,

U Saturday 17 April, the wearher had eleared
enough for Bernard Chambers to nide our ar nine in
the moming to investigate:
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. .. fowndd the Mgarusora flood warer was fluwing
it bag river back up the swamp drains and acroes
ard joining the Tukiruks warer in Nelson's swamp
= thie country a sight; a sea of warer everywhere
the concrere bridge . . . washed out, Omakw,
Redcliffe and both Waitapu bridges washed sy
The old Nearunaco overflowed its hanks ar C,
Ellison's house continwously ro Pakowhat,
Whakaru ard Clive. Nelson has lost al] his sheap
at Chesterhope but 1,000 and 4 shepherd named

Cimningham; Bee kst his sheep.

Two days later the Aooding had subsided, leaving
desolation acrass the plains below Te Mata, Bernard
Chambers wrote-

I rode to Havelock and on down to Farndon and
Waitangi, called in ar GBS the flood had been
up o his back door, met T Crosse on Whakaw.
he had lest 1,000 sheep and | wonder he did not
lese: all s the river had overflowed everywhens . .
- Clive must have been 4 w0 7 or & f1. under water
.- L newer saw such a scene of disaster; . . met F
and Mre Gordon with a pack horse of mutton
giving it away to people...che fences are filled with

dead sheep ar levelled Har. '

Te Mara's location an the foothills preserved it from
all bt the mest marginal damage, mostly to boundary
fences, and life on the property continued much as
before, Corsiderable attention and kabour continued
to be directed towards the new winemaking venture,
although the following winter would reveal that
Bernard Chambers had raken lessors from the flood,
putting men to work around Te Marn enlarging and
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smengthening drains, including those on the vinevan.

Bernard Chambers himself was a key fgure in and
around the winery. [n addition to running the farm,
atrending ro his various investments around the workd
and serving on a number of commercial boards, he
took responsibility for imporcant cellar work
throughour the year, and was often invnoslved in tacking
and ropping up. The 1897 Chablis had its fist post-
fermentation meking on 26 March, and the 1896
Madein received one of irs |ast rackings s month larer,
o0 a day Bernard noted with relief that wark oo the
winery yard wes finished. This was hands-on time for
Bemnard, as he prepansd himself to take on the cenrral
tole with extensive reading and keen ohservarion.
Ultimately he assumed a position as & local expert in
the field, and his knowledge superseded that of his
neighbours who had been involved for longer, as
evidenced by his visit o . N, Williams' Hastings
wineyand during winter 1897 oo shor hins how to prune,

While another successful vintage of Clarer and
various fortified wines was added va Te Mara’s ageing
wirue stock, as well as the firse white wine, Chablis, it
woukd be another mav vears before Bernard Chambers
would consider his wines to be suitably sged and ready
for sale, Bur with a new stare-cf-the-art winery and
extended vineyards he had made a considerable
commitment of rime and capiml o winemaking,
initiating a development which, within a decade.
wodild maker Te Maga the Lirgest wine-producing esran
in the dominion.

74



B ¥ 1901, the Chambers family was joined to an-
other af Hawke's Bay's pastoralist gentey, the
Lowrys, when Bernard married Elizabech {Lizzie)
Lowry. Before they s=t off on their honeymoon, an-
other European adveniure, Benard made a decailed
list of his assets ar Te Mata, now an estate of 2,200
freehold hecrares camrying 10,328 sheep, 361 cartle,
83 horses, 13 pigs, 143 hecrares in crops, some 200
hectares of river bed, and 1.5 hectares of vines.!

The image of Te Mara in the surrounding com-
munity, where winemaking was still an unusual
activiry, must have been sophisticated, if not cos-
mopolitan. Small as the vineyard was, 0w well
established, and wine producrion had been cautiously
developed withour any financial pressure ro sell wines
unitil Chambers conssdered the time appropriste. With
Te Mara wines now on the market, the experiment
could rensonably be constdensd 4 sucoes, and Bermard
Chambers bagan a period of expansion which would
make his winery the |argest producer i the country.

[t was development an a scale unmarched ar Te Mata
tar another 70 years, but the rest of the country did
ot share Bemard Chambers” confidence in wine as
an aleernative land use for New Zealand farmers

4

THE DOMINION'S LARGEST
WINE PRODUCER

(B
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Already temperance politics were undermining
winemakers' confidence by restricting their abilicy o
rrade, and the threat of prohibition grew in a climate
of moral austerity, encouraged as it was by strong,
fundamentalist protestant attitudes and continped
temperance activity by the recendy successful women's
suffrage movement.

Chambers either didn't ke the threar seriously or
considered thar he would be able o overcome any
difficulties chrough his own talent, sugmented no
doubt by his extensive political contacts and the force
of his position and wealth. In 1904 the fine of the
Terraces vineyard was planted, and the Mamelon
vineyard, now called Swarthmoor in deference to the
name of Holdworth's next-door property, was exp-
anded by rencing a further 1.5 hecrares from the
Haoldsworths.” A third vineyard site was dhe Hil, o a
steep slope behind the homessssd and rowards the
Tukituki River. The Terraces vineyard, still producing
grapes although it has been completely replanced, lics
on @ raised termce of friable, red meral sils mo the
west of the original Te Mata homestead. It became
the largest block of vines on Te Mara, forming the
besis fior che dramatic expansion of the early 15005,
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By 1906 there were almost | 1 hecrares of vineyard,
from which 15470 lirres of wine were produced — a
cropping rare of only 2 tonnes per hectare. which
supgests that a subscantial chunk of the vineyard was
e producing that year because the vines wete ton
young,® In the 1913 Department of Agriculture survey
of the New Zealand wine industry, there were 14
lectares at Te Mata, which produced 45,500 lires? ar
4.5 tonnes per hectare, which & stlll very meagre but
a much more reasomable rate. [t may be thar the vintage
of 191} was & small one, for in 1909, 54,600 licres were
laid down® for the required peried of barrel ageing
hefore they would be released.

While there is no surviving recoed of the exact mix
of varicties which made up Te Mata’s vineyards in that
period, it is possible to gain some idea fram various
inventories of wine in stock. In 1917 these included
1913 Cabernet, 1912 Hermitage, 1914 Hock, 1912
Pineau, 1912 Hermitage/Finot, and 1914 Dry Red " A
comparison of thess with the mnge af ald wines
surviving in 1964, which included Cabernet
Sauvignon, Malbec, Pinot Ginis, Tokay { Fursmine),
Hermitage (Syrah) and Pinot Meunier,” suggests that
these were the principal varieties ar Te Mata.

Expanded vineyards demanded extenssons to the
winery, and foundarions were begun in Janusary 1907,
just in time foe the builders again to ger in the way of
vinwage, Te Mata now had a full-time winemaker on
the payroll, an Ausstralsam, kr].C. Cralke, who arrived
i 1902, so Bernard's involvement in the hands-on
proces of winemaking decreased and he became very
muchy an administrarive manager. But as the company
expanded even this position became oo much for him,

eiven his commitments bo thie rest of the stateon and
too his extensive investments in other farm propertics
o well as commencial and mining interests arcund the
world. A manager, Travers Twiss, was appointed. He
had come o New Tealand via the Califomian wins
industry, and remained at Te Mar almast until the
end of the Chambers er.

With Bernard and Lizie Chambers again in Europe
in 1907, construcrion of the lean-to extensions o the
winery took some time, and wits not complered until
1910, at a cosr of some £133 for labour, cement, timber
framing and about 9,000 bricks.* This was pot the final
expansion of the cellars, with more work being
undertaken in 1916 m sccommodare new 5,000-litre
wonden casks, but Te Mata was by now the brgest
producer in New Zealand " considerably bigger than
its nearest challengers, the Waerenga Experimental
Farm ar Te Kauwhata, and the Frankovich beothers”
winery ar Whangaparoa, neorth of Auckland.

Te Mata was not only large, it was alsa commiteed
t making wines of high quality, as demonstrated by
Bernard Chambers' early insistence that all wine
should be aped for a number of years before it was
relessed. Other signs abso pointad to the importande
of top quality in Chambers’ wine management reglie,
notably the exclusive use of premium grape varieties
in the vineyard. As recengly as the 1960s Te Wiam
Vipeyands was the only producer in the country with
vines almest solely of the Vit winifera Farnily, simpdy
because nothing new had been planted since the early
vears of the century.

Given Bernard Chambess interest in the dried grape
industry in California,'! sebecting these varieties st
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have been a conseious decision in Favour of quality
wine, especially as altemnative, safer but lesser varieries
were available. The Government Besearch Starion,
established in 1903 ar nearby Araraki, was By 1911
affening for sle a large number of winemaking varieties
all grafted vo phylloxera-resistant stock — varietios
which promised abundant producrion even if they
lacked the porential for good wine.” Chambers was
not persusaded, however, and Te Mam mainteined irs
viticultural incegrity with varieties which would be
considered ‘classic' even in today’ viticulturally
sersilive wine workd,

The quest for quality is also illustrared in the
comipany'’s advertising, which stressed chae all Te Mara
wines were “pure grape without adulteration of any sor
o+« & well marured," facrors repeated in
comespondence from both Bermard Chambecs and his
manager, Twiss. Twiss was also ar pains o point cur
that Te Mara wines were better than their imgorted
competition, and ar considerably lower prices. While
this may have been mere markering hype, and there
are 0o tasting notes from the time o confirm Te Mara's
early wine quality, French food and wine personality
ard author André Simon did ste 2 1912 Te Mata
Clarer while on a visic in 1964. His verdict of the 52
vear-oki: ‘Remarkable, quire remarkable. One wouldn't
have thought it would have kept thas long, This really
k quite poad, there is not the sligheess trace of acldity
of vinegar. Ma sign of decay ar all. A very mellow
wine, "™

If nat quite the accolade you would expect from a
Chitesu Margmix of similar age, it was high pragse for
awine preduced in an encirely new districe, by a ream
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of winegrowers and makers whose leader had nao
practical experience of winemaking clsewhere. Andre
Stman's sampde confirmed thar the wine was at worst
well made — well made enough to sarvive in good
health for over half a century — and at hest it was a
very good wine indeed, one which was probably the
equal of ies Australlan competirion, as well as of most
of the French imports New Zealand saw at the time.

The quality intentions of Te Mara's winemaking
team are also apparent in the vineyards' crapping
levels, a erirical factor in quality winemsaking in all
the most famous regions, where producrion raes are
kept to a minimum to ensure Full marurity and
concentration of flavour in the consequent wines. As
reflected by the Agriculture Department’s 1913 survey,
ar less than 4.3 ronnes per hectare Te Mara vineyards
were cropping lower than all bur the mest minimal
producens in Sauremes and Burpundy, and corsiderably
lovwer than the famous Bordesus chreaus on which
their Claret wine styles wers hassd.

They were alss well below their New Zealand
contemporaries, with the Waerenm Experimental
Farm producing 7.4 tonnes per hecrare in 1913, and
the Frankovich brothers, 5.6 onnes." Ancther
Hawke’s Bay producer, Greenmeadows of Taradale,
the property of Henry Tiffen when Bernand Chambers
first began his experiments and once lsbelled MNew
Lealand premier vingvard',® harvested ar a rate of
18.T ronimnes per hectare in the same year — more than
four times as much as Te Mata, Any quality aspirations
Tiffen may have had were apparentdy oo longer being
followed by the subsequent cwner, Tiffes's daughter,
Mrs A.M. Randall.
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By the end of the first decade of the twentieth
cencury there were other signs of the quality being
made at Te Mara. In 1908 Te Mara wines won gold
medals at the Franco-British Exhibition in London,
and repeated the performance in subsequent Barish-
held exhibitions, the [mperial Intermational of 1909
and the Japan-British of 1910." Although Te Mata
was not the only New Zealand entrant, i1 was as
successful as its medal-winning compatziots: the
Waerenga Experimental Farm, which also won gold
at the Franco-British event and at the 1910 Japan-
British Exhibitian, where Frimley Estate also woa gokd,
and two other Hawke’s Bay wineries, Greenmeadows
and the Mission, weee awasded stlver medals.™ An
important paine of these awards is that four of Te Mara's
six golds were won by table wine, by Claret of various
vintages, the athers by its Poet'", [t was a success not
shared by ocher New Zealand producers,
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Medal winnig was popudar with newcomers o uine even
at the beginming of the century, when Te Moz hed
wnmatched success for its New Zeakmd-grown table wines.

Adter this flurny Te Man dissppeared froo the trophy
circuie, primarily because the age of great exhibitions
was drawing to a chose a3 tensions mounted in Europe,
However, this did not stop Te Mata advertising its -
medal successes for over o decade after the fisst victory,
using the fact that they wete gained against
intemational comperition to accentuate their quality
relative to imported wine. An advertsement placed
by Twiss with the Daminim in 1915 stated: “Te Mata
Wines grown and made in our own vineyards on the
sunny hills of Havelock North, Hawke's Bay ... They
are New Zealand produce and the best . . . kave won
Six Gold Medals at International Exhibition against
the Wines of the Wotld, are absolutely pure and are
recommended for invalids. Ask your doctor!"™ i

Te Mata’s range was listed at the time as ‘Hock,
Claret, Porr and Madeira,™ although there were @
number of wines availlable in each category. It was
intemational wines which ranged as the competition
for Te Mata's rabde wines which, with the majority of
other Jocal wineries concentrating on fortified wines, |
were unusual for New Zealand at the time. The Claret
was competing directly with impoess from Ausrralia
(an aspect of the local wine trade which remains
unchanged for red wines), and Te Mata met the
challenge head on, producing a substitute for:
Australia’s reds which sold for less than the most
popular Australian on the local market.

It was an unashamed imitation, as Twiss showed in!
a letter he wrote to the proprietor of the Pier Horel in
Wellington @ 1915: 'Our No.1 Clatet is exensively
used by many Hotels and i put up with a view
competing with Hardy's No. | the labels being very

—
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much alike. We can quate you 23/ per case for this in
quatts, 27/~ in pines.'22 [n ather correspondence he
exhorted variows agents around the country to make
the price difference between these two wines count in
Te Mara’s favour, but the sruggle o promote the
foreign idea of table wine to New Zealanders, aguinst
established notions of imparred quality, is always
evident. To a prospective imporcing agent in
Vancowver he wrote, *Our Clarets can easily compere
with, and are considered as good as the Clarets
impocted here from France.™

There is abss a sense that Te Mata was almost single-
handedly erying to convert early nineteenth-century
Mew Zealanders to the ides of drinkeng lighe, dry wines
with their meals, rather than the sweet fortifieds which
wrest drinkers of the day associared with the term wine.
In & betrer accompanying an order of fortified wines
sent i Mrs T.A. Winks at Hawera in September 1915,
Twiss wrote: "We are including in the case owo borrles
af "Hermitage™ of 1908 Yintage which we will ask you
b try. [t is a particularly fine Clarer type of wine as is
used by a number of cur customers os 5 bl Wine
We will be glad if you will ooy ir and will be pleased
with an expressicn of opinion from you with reference
to ic.

Uther metheds were also used o encourage siles
and promore Te Mata's image well beyond the
provincial borders of Hawke's Bay, which was irs
natural market, There were agents in Auckland,
Wellingrom and on the West Coast of the Scath [sland,
and an exrensive mail-order business was supplied via
i expanding nerwork of rail and read, as well as by
the coastal shepping roures which continued to thrive,

L] |

providing vital links around the counery.

While the methods of rransport may seem show in a
madern context, the problems of theft, breakages and
ulbages, s well as of grappling with complaints over
long distances, were mot too dissimibar from those
experienced by wineries operating mall-order aipplies
B years lacer. It was business which was critical o Te
Wlats, for che liguor distribustion business was not only
closely ried o imporred wines chrough agency
agreements and other vested interests, but dismibution
restrictions were gradually increasing as remperance
pressure groups advanced thelr camse.

Every sales angle was artempted as wine production
rase, even when the advent of dhe Firse Woarld War
reduced the quantity of impors, especially from
Europe. Onie promoticnal idea was to provide branded
coar hangers to hotels, so thar puests would be exposed
to the Te Mata brand an hanging up their coars at the
end of a hard day. The idea wasa popular one, ar least
with the hotels, which took every hanger offered and
asked tor more, bur there is no evidence of any
conseguent influence an sales

There were other promotional aress which wine
compantes, including Te Mara, used to counter the
flourishing idea that aloohul was socially unacceprable.
Alrar wine was one. Al the request of a Christchurch
cleric, the Reverend Murter, Te Mata developed ane
which was branded Vino Sancee, probably a reflecrion
on the influence of the [talian workers who were ar
the winery throughost mest of the Chambers years.

Medicine was also a socially enhancing image for
wing producers, and ald notions of tonic wine were
promoted by Te Mara as they were by many other Mew
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Zealand producers. Te Mata regularly supplied chemists
with their wines to use for medicinal purposes, often
through a doctec’s prescription. ‘In reply o yours of
the 9th inst we are today forwarding under separate
cover & sample of the Paer which we usually supply o
chiose i rhe Chemist Trade in M. Z. who require this
Class of wine for Medicaring purposes. It is a light full
flavoursd Porrand is guaranteed seven years old,” Twiss
wrote b a Mr Scotr in Dunedin in 1913.26

Cihscure marketing of this type must have been
frustracing, especially as Bernard Chambers had
commiteed his winery ta the sort of qualiry table wire
production which his Eutopean and Californian
experiences suggested would flaurish. Chambers
nesded more than ideoksgy o persevere with the wine
husiness in the face of an unsophisticated market which
preferred fortified sweer wines. His sensibilicies meny
have heen British based, and his wine names, Claret
and Hock, reflecesd that, but his understanding of
winemaking, at lesst at Te Mara, was that the wine
mast sutted to Hawke's Bay conditions was posiium
qualicy table wine.

Already Te Mara was sourcing most, if ot all, of its
fortified wines from elsewhene, The government's
Waerenga Experimental Farm was a regular supplier
of ‘aged, sweet wine”, with Twis's arderof 300 gallons
{2,275 lirres) of Fromtimae at 504 per gallon in 1913
being typical. The wine was railed from Te Kauwhata
iry barmels. which often arrived damaged and ullaged,
e atherwise out of condition, and usually asousesd a
long and derailed correspondence bermeen Twis anu
the Deparcment of Agriculture.”

Te Mata's best of source of these foctified wines was

3

ot local, however, although ather Mew Zealand
producers were invited 1o submic costs are samiples.
& Smith and Sons of Yalumba Vineyards, Angaston,
South Australia, shipped their Port and Madeira in
casks across the Tasman oo Te Mata, often for blereling
with lesser quality Mew Zealand products. Theesse warsis
were considered o be subably consistent anu] of a high
ervough standard to equate with Te Mara's table wine
qualicy, although even this trade was mot without s
diffculties.™

A stralia's larger and mere advanced wine industry
also served Te Mata as a source of other winery
requirements mat avnilable at home. This included
adwice from wine industry adviser Mr de Castella ar
the Department of Agriculture in Melboume. In one
typical case this advice concermed the viability of the
new technology of glas-lined concrete fermenting
vats, which de Casella considered unproven anad sk,
and said so in reply o a request from Twiss. It was an
opinion Te Mara's marsger shared, and be teok up de
Custella’s advice to purchase wooden casks instesad,
from a supplier in Adelaide the larter recommended.

Ausrralia's winemaking advantages, especially in
frtifien] wines, gained grearer attraction for Bermard
Chambers 25 the New Zealand remperance movement
grew in scrength theough the war years. Mt carly was
Mew Zealanders' preference for fortified wite at ol
with Te Mata's winegrowing srengths, but Chambers
wis also becoming increasingly concermed about the
chance of his wine business surviving the burgecaing
net of legal restricrioms on liquos sales being woven by

ternperance politicians,
I 1917 the legal bartle for access o a market came
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Large Austrafian-made wats orderad by Ttss after de
Cavtelle's recommendation wene sull & wese during the 1960

very close when Te Mata was charged with supplying
wine in a district where the sale of lquor was banned,
ironically in the Wairarapa where Te Mata'’s wine
expeniment had begun, at least spiritually, at Beetham's
Lansdowne. While this was merely 3 cechnical breach
caused by an agent who had noc secured the necessary
clearamce from the Clerk of the Court in Masterton,
it was a clear example of the obstructions faced by
winemakers while temperance opinion enjoyed
popular supporr chroughout the counery,¥

Bernard Chambers’ concern led him ro consider the

aleernarive of investing in a winemaking business in

33

Australia, where ar least the wines were of a style
acceptable 1o the contemposary New Zealand palate.
He harboured this idea ar lesst uneil 1919, when he
made a detsiled investigation of the capacity and
peoduction of Auldana in Nocthern Victoria.” It was
too late for Te Mara, however, for the winery and
vineyards had already been dispased of, and with the
flush of remperance success ac its peak the future for
any sort of wine basiness was looking very bleak.

In med 1917 Bernard Chambers made a detailed lise
of the Te Mata vineyards, which amounted to 32 acres,
2 roods and 33 perches (12.8 hectares) made up of 23-
2-16 of Terrace Vineyard, 5.0-17 of Swarthmoor and
4 acres of Hill Vineyard. Thanks to a heavy frose in
1914 which killed sone vines, this was slightly Jess
than the 16.2 hectares which had been harvestad when
the vineyard was at its lasgest, but it was still the mose
substanteal winegrowing property in the country.

Chambers' list was a prelude to sale, and in Octoker
1917 Te Mara's wine husiness, the cellars and some of
the vineyard was purchased by a company in which
Wellingron wine and spirit merchant Reginald Collins
beld the principal interest. Reginakd Collins obviously
had a closer link with the wine market than Chambers
had, and would ke berter able to cope with the legal
restrictions, although Chambers did retain a
sharcholding in the new company. The Terraces
vineyard was sold separarely o the Hastings wine
producer A, Vidal and Sons. Twiss had left before the
deal was finalised, being replaced by Mr |.C. Woodfin
as manager, and while Craike remained as winemaker
the idex of high-gualicy commercial winemaking at
Te Mata was effectively over,
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I The Teraces wis valued ar the sime price as The

At the time of the sale the valoe of Te Mara ws i
Hilk whe it was sold, the entire property wild have

fiallowws:"!
been wocth £24. 590 — u substantial amiunt af money
38,000 gallons of wine fiar thi: times, and a sign that for all Bernard Chambers

i 3/ per gallen El4,3X) doubts abour wine's futwre in Hawbe's Bay, Tee Mara
&0,000 gallons of wine hod been @ commencial sucoes.

@ 2110 per gallon £ 1, 7500sich 18.500] [ranbcally, Reginakd Ciollins Led probably made more
cellars g 2000 prrarfit from Tee Mata than Bernard Chambers did. They
marager’s house § 70O cermainly made it quickes, selling cut six years Later for
1 acres NEAT MANAZET's a handy sum. When the winery was resold in 1923,

s £ 140 the value of vinevard, bulldings and other land had
4 acres of Hill Vineyard £ 600 increased by £610, and the per-litre value of the wine
I acres of grass £ 150 held in sock had moce than doubled-* The Te Mata
cotmage in above £ 150 winery was clearly in very good health. But chis was
goodwill for Hualdsworth's niothing more than a betef prospericy which masked

vines £ 130 the real damage being done to Chambers’ ideas of a

commercially viable fine table wine industry.
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Australia or New Zealand; he regarded it as a great experi-
ence, Alas, an experience which will not be repeated until
the present vines are uprooted and fresh vines replanted.
Certainly T.M.V. has one of the choicest positions in the
whole of the Hawkes Bay area and has a long and fine reputa-
tion for making good wines.

Oin the other side of the road stretches fifty acres belonging
to Vidal Wines Limited. Originally seven acres of the
Hernard Chambers' vineyard was purchased and this area
has been extended to the present fifiy acres on light but
extremely fertile land with adequate sunshine and some of
the warmest temperatures in New Zealand.

There is also the Te Awanga vineyard of thirty acres,
located on shallow loam on iron pan country, making a tofal
of eighty acres under production.

The Vidals have a long and respected history in New
Zealand viticulture. They are descendants of Joseph Soler,
the Spaniard who, as seen in Chapter 1, first established a
vinevard in Wanganui in 1865, and who later in 1888, was
joined by his nephew from Spain, Anthony Vidal. In 1903
Anthony established a vineyard on an acre and a guarter in
Hastings, growing maostly table grapes. With the help of his
three sons he gradually extended, buying land at Te Awanga
first and then part of Bernard Chambers’ vineyard at
Havelock North, until the present eighty acres was reached,

The three sons are still very active in the business, Leslie
supervises the vinevards, Frank the wine-making and Ceeil®
i in charge of sales, and now a son-in-law, Tony Nankervis,
is playing an increasing part, particularly in the thriving
wine and spirit wholesale business,

Wines made are the usual sherries, dry and sweet, ports,
madeira, ligueurs and table wines such as Burgundy, Claret,
Cthablis, Hock and Sauternes, Grape varieties grown are Baco
No. 1, Baco 22A, Cabernet Sauvignon, Golden Chasselas,
lona, Merlot, Palomino and various Seibels.

As will be seen in the next chapter, Vidals have established
a good reputation, for their Burgundy and Claret, which
contain a certain amount of Cabernet Sauvignon, are usually
very consistent from vear to year and figure prominently

on many hotel lists,
The vineyard has won many prizes at wine competitions

* Unfortunately Cecil has died since wrting the above.

The Vineyards of Neow Jealand - Haabes By and Sweth of Awebland it
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over the vears — their Extra Dry Sherry, Burgundy, Claret,
Sauternes and Port perhaps figuring most prominently,

The three brothers are well known in the district. They are
respected [or thewr tradidon of wine-making, which perhaps
it the oldest family tradition in New Zealand, and for their
unfailing good humour and sincerity.

With Vidals, we end our tour of the Hawkes Bay vineyardas,
the largest and cerfainly the most important vineyard area
in New Zealand from a fine wine producing area point af
view.

It was not the first area to be planted in vines - that honour
I.H_J-:ngs to Morthland, but in the year 1880 it became the
moa 1|11]:|-::|rtanL Because it was founded by gentlemen farmers
and missionaries who were pn:-rha]::ﬁ not 50 concerned with
an immediate short term gain as were their more struggling
colleagues in the MNorth, it got off t0 a much better start.
Its highter soil and its :Inur climate, particularly at vintage
time, give It an immense superiority over some other areas,
and proof of what can be done is seen in the premium table
wines now becoming available in increasing quantities.
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